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Introduction 

The shared goal of a world where people are 
protected from modern slavery by effective, 
evidence-based laws and policies is as relevant 
today as it was two years ago, when we last 
published a report on the impact that the Modern 
Slavery and Human Rights Policy and Evidence 
Centre had had. 

Since then, the Modern Slavery PEC has seen 
significant changes: we have evolved our consortium structure and moved to 
become part of our new host, Oxford University. We are grateful to them for the 
warm welcome they have given us and excited by the opportunities to further 
our work in collaboration with our lead partner, the Bonavero Institute of Human 
Rights, as well as many other teams across the University. As part of a new 
structure that has positioned the PEC to more flexibly respond to emerging 
evidence needs, we have also deepened our already fruitful relationship with 
our consortium partners, Liverpool University, the Wilberforce Institute at the 
University of Hull, and the Bingham Centre for the Rule of Law (part of the British 
Institute of International and Comparative Law). 

Throughout this period of change, we have continued to deliver our core work, 
striving to bridge the divide between modern slavery academic research and those 
who use that research to inform their decisions, especially in the development 
and implementation of law and policy. We have also continued our drive to support 
the meaningful engagement of people who have been directly affected by modern 
slavery in our research. This is not only the right thing to do but, as our work has 
shown, vital to ensure evidence is as robust and relevant as it can be.

We remain committed to developing innovative approaches to funding and co-
creating research, as well as improving our understanding of how best to translate 
that research into tightly focused, accessible and relevant recommendations that 
can lead to real changes in policy and practice. Our recent research projects  
co-commissioned with the Northern Ireland Department of Justice and with the 
UK Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner, respectively, are just two examples.

In this report, we have emphasised achievements and developments since our 
last impact report was published (which covered the period 2019-22), but 
aggregate figures and overall findings take in the whole of the Modern Slavery 
PEC’s life so far, from our foundation in 2019 through to 2025. That includes a 
particular focus on the first year of our work as part of Oxford University  
(2024-25). If you would like to learn more of the detail of the first three years of 
the PEC’s work, I encourage you to refer to the previous impact report. 

https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/impact-report
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We hope you find this report useful. We remain committed to being open and 
reflexive about our work, and to striving for constant improvement through 
learning both from our own experience and from feedback that our close 
collaborators share with us. If you would like to share any suggestions or feedback 
with us, including on how we can continue to increase our impact in future, please 
do not hesitate to get in touch. All contact details are available on our website: 
modernslaverypec.org. 

Murray Hunt 
Director 

Who we are and why we exist 

The Modern Slavery and Human Rights Policy and Evidence Centre (PEC / the 
Centre) at the University of Oxford exists to enhance understanding of modern 
slavery and transform the effectiveness of laws, policies and practices designed 
to address it. The Centre funds and co-produces high quality research with a focus 
on policy impact, and brings together academics, policymakers, businesses, civil 
society and survivors to collaborate on solving this global challenge.

Hosted by the Humanities Division at the University of Oxford, the Centre is a 
consortium consisting of the Wilberforce Institute at the University of Hull, the 
University of Liverpool, the Bonavero Institute of Human Rights at the University 
of Oxford, and the Bingham Centre for the Rule of Law (part of the British Institute 
of International and Comparative Law (BIICL)). The Modern Slavery and Human 
Rights PEC is funded and actively supported by the Arts and Humanities Research 
Council on behalf of UK Research and Innovation (UKRI).

Read more about the Modern Slavery PEC at modernslaverypec.org.

The Modern Slavery PEC’s vision is a world where everyone is protected from 
exploitation by effective laws and policies, informed by evidence. 

Our mission is to enhance understanding of modern slavery and transform the 
effectiveness of laws policies and practices designed to address it. 

http://www.modernslaverypec.org/
https://www.humanities.ox.ac.uk/
https://www.ox.ac.uk/
https://www.hull.ac.uk/work-with-us/research/institutes/wilberforce-institute/wilberforce-institute
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/
https://www.law.ox.ac.uk/centres-institutes/bonavero-institute-human-rights
https://binghamcentre.biicl.org/
https://www.biicl.org/
https://www.biicl.org/
https://ahrc.ukri.org/
https://ahrc.ukri.org/
https://www.ukri.org/
http://www.modernslaverypec.org/
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How we work and measure  
our impact 

What we do
•	 Research and policy: We produce high quality research, evidence and analysis, 

with a focus on informing policy change.

•	 Bringing people together: We bring together people working to address 
modern slavery, from academics to policymakers, civil society, survivors  
and businesses to generate new connections and innovative solutions.  
For example, we connect researchers, survivors and policymakers for  
each research project.

•	 Survivor inclusion: We’re working hard to meaningfully engage lived 
experience experts in research and at policymaking tables.

•	 Human rights focus: Protecting the essential rights, freedoms and dignity of 
people affected by modern slavery is at the heart of our work.

In 2024 we undertook a wide-ranging exercise to refresh our research and policy 
priorities and a light touch exercise to refresh our theory of change in light of the 
changed political context, the Centre’s learning to date and move to the University 
of Oxford (please see Annexes A and B below). 
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The Centre has five short-term outcomes in our refreshed theory of change  
(see Annex A) which we are working towards and against which we will measure 
the impact of our work: 

1.	 Policymakers, lawmakers, businesses and practitioners increasingly know 
about, access, and understand evidence and analysis 

2.	 Policymakers, lawmakers, businesses and practitioners increasingly use 
evidence and analysis in their work

3.	 A portfolio of high-quality research informs on and fills gaps in evidence and 
knowledge, and produces evidence-based recommendations

4.	 More powerful insights into the expertise and perspectives of people with 
lived experience of modern slavery is embedded into research, policies, 
practice and laws

5.	 Collaboration is amplified in research and policy to more effectively address 
modern slavery

We are committed to continuous improvement and ongoing measurement 
and assessment of our impact to inform how we work. Our theory of change 
recognises that our work relies on engagement with other stakeholders and is 
impacted by several contextual factors, and that individual activities and  
outputs contribute to these short-term outcomes in different ways and to 
different extents. 

This report summarises the Modern Slavery PEC’s approach to impact since its 
inception, sets out key learnings to date and shares key impact highlights from 
its first year as part of the University of Oxford. The report is based on a range of 
qualitative and quantitative data collected by the Centre, including surveys,  
11 interviews with stakeholders including policymakers and funded research 
teams, internal feedback sessions, case studies, and website and social media 
evaluation statistics1. 

1. We are grateful to Maya Sethi and Lucy Brealey, independent monitoring and evaluation consultants, for their 
support with producing this report.
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Our impact – feedback  
from others

The Modern Slavery PEC holds a unique position within the modern slavery sector, 
acting as a research funder, knowledge broker, convenor of stakeholders and 
producer of expert analysis, with policy impact at its core. Both policymakers and 
researchers funded by the PEC reported that they value the role that the Centre 
can play in linking all sides of the sector. Key stakeholders consistently reported 
that the PEC produces high quality research that addresses evidence gaps in the 
policy landscape. 

Consistent engagement with policymakers and wider networks enables the Centre 
to continuously identify evidence gaps and means that it is also able to signpost 
policymakers to existing research and connect decision makers with researchers. 

“By having a very wide approach to modern slavery and commissioning 
projects in different areas they are able to have an academic oversight of 
the issue. What the PEC is able to do is take a high level strategic overview of 
modern slavery from a research academic perspective. The niche they fill is 
the strategic coordinating voice.”  
Policymaker

The independence of the PEC was viewed by policymakers in both central 
government and the devolved nations as a key factor behind the strong 
relationships they have established. 

“I feel that [the] PEC is an objective point for us to check in with. They don’t 
push a particular agenda or have a particular need to convey specific things 
or get us to change things or do things their way. I genuinely feel that they 
are professional and objective and how they work in the sphere and that is 
something I really appreciate. That is what makes them stand out.  
The way that they interact with stakeholders – they are such calm and 
facilitating people. Their whole aim is [to get] people to network and get what 
they need. It feels like they are working with us.”  
Policymaker
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Researchers interviewed for this report commented on the PEC’s collaborative 
approach to research and felt that the PEC had increased the policy influence 
of their research through their ability to identify evidence gaps where there is 
a policy need, and address them through their funded research. The Centre’s 
connections with policymakers and wider networks means that they are able to 
identify and base their research calls on areas where decision makers are seeking 
more evidence leading to an increased likelihood of influence and uptake.

“If you want to achieve [the] gold standard of being taking seriously with 
findings [you] need academic backing and governance of the research 
project. That has been one of the most valuable things got from working with 
PEC – validation that the findings are robust.”  
NGO representative

“PEC can have a research agenda based on what is needed in practice rather 
than open call like most research bodies.”  
Academic

“As a funder they provide more than the money – they support us to create 
good quality research but also impact and policy influence.”  
Academic

Both academics and policymakers have noted that PEC’s research principles 
of effectiveness, equity and survivor engagement come through in their work, 
with many commenting on the strong evidence of survivor engagement in PEC’s 
research. 

“Every aspect of support was carefully thought through and extremely 
beneficial. There was an excellent balance between proactively offering 
support and respecting the autonomy of the research project team.”  
Research team survey respondent

The Modern Slavery PEC’S unique role has also been cited by actors who influence 
modern slavery policy both in the UK and internationally. 
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For example, in the 2025 Home Office Modern Slavery Action Plan, which sets out 
the strategic approach for the next financial year, the PEC has been identified as 
one of its key partners in delivering action in relation to its first pillar. This pillar is 
centred around the need to develop an approach to prevention, particularly when 
collaborating with government, to better understand ‘what works’ in terms of 
prevention and early intervention and to embed the work into broader Government 
programmes and missions.

The Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner’s (IASC) annual report for 2024-5  
makes reference to her engagement with PEC’s Lived Experience Advisory Panel 
during the development of her Strategic Plan and the regular meetings her office 
has with the Centre to discuss research and data priorities. In recognition of 
shared interests in exploring the role and use of child exploitation definitions  
in how children are identified, supported and protected in the UK, we  
co-commissioned research led by ECPAT UK into Definitions of child exploitation,  
and the project benefited significantly from the IASC office’s insights, support 
and work to reach participants and generate interest.

Moreover, since the Centre moved to Oxford in April 2024, it has continued to 
receive international recognition, including in the 2024 U.S. State Department’s 
Trafficking in Persons report on the UK, which recognised the Centre’s role in 
improving understanding of how to address trafficking and in developing research 
to inform policy choices. 

In December 2024, the PEC held a workshop with the Council of Europe’s Group 
of Experts on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings (GRETA) to coincide 
with their country visit to the UK, to monitor the UK’s compliance with the Council 
of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings (ECAT).  
The workshop brought together PEC co-leads and researchers to discuss themes 
of central interest for GRETA’s assessment of the UK policy response, particularly 
on prevention: 

“The Modern Slavery PEC is a unique centre that has championed research on 
a wide range of issues related to preventing and combating human trafficking 
in the United Kingdom and beyond. In the framework of the fourth round of 
evaluation of the implementation of the Council of Europe Anti-Trafficking 
Convention by the UK, GRETA (Group of experts on Action against Trafficking 
in Human Beings) was very pleased to exchange with several researchers 
from the centre on their work, which is highly valuable to anti-trafficking 
actors and policymakers. The results of the research will feed into GRETA’s 
evaluation report on the UK, which will be published in 2026.”  
Petya Nestorova, Executive Secretary of the Council of Europe Convention on Action against 
Trafficking in Human Beings

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/independent-anti-slavery-commissioners-annual-report-2024-to-2025/independent-anti-slavery-commissioners-annual-report-2024-to-2025-accessible
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/definitions-of-child-exploitation
https://www.state.gov/reports/2024-trafficking-in-persons-report/united-kingdom/
https://www.state.gov/reports/2024-trafficking-in-persons-report/united-kingdom/
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PEC-funded research on the identification of, and support for, modern slavery 
survivors in UK prisons and the PEC-commissioned legal analysis of section 63 of 
the Nationality and Borders Act authored by Dr Marija Jovanovic were drawn upon 
by the Council of Europe in the course of its supervision of the execution of the 
European Court’s judgment of VCL and AN v UK.

The Centre’s profile and expertise has also led to a series of co-commissioned 
research projects with several important actors who make and influence modern 
slavery policy, including the Northern Ireland Department of Justice, the Scottish 
Government Justice Directorate, and the Office of the Director of Labour Market 
Enforcement. 

PEC-funded research, insight and analysis has informed policies and government 
ways of working, as well as informing parliamentary debates and scrutiny of 
government, discussed in more detail below. 

The Modern Slavery PEC has made significant strides with embedding lived 
experience engagement across its work and has increasingly strengthened its 
approach to co-production as demonstrated through the development of trauma-
informed practices, speaking engagements and consultations with policymakers. 
The Modern Slavery PEC’s commitment to survivor inclusion in research has 
helped academics enhance their ability to engage with lived experience in their 
work and policymakers have commented on the value of working with lived 
experience experts to inform their policy efforts. The Centre has also worked to 
further incorporate lived experience expertise in our public communications.

The PEC’s approach to lived experience engagement has both influenced 
evidence-based recommendations for policymakers and served as an example of 
best practice in engaging with people with lived experience to ensure their voice is 
included and to strengthen policy outputs:

“The work they have done around lived experience engagement was useful in 
how we developed our online learning.”  
Policymaker

Many of the interviewed stakeholders referred to the PEC’s strength as a convener, 
forging connections among academics, policymakers, NGOs, practitioners, people 
with lived experience and businesses. This ability to bring diverse stakeholders 
together has helped amplify the impact of its research findings. 

https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/modern-slavery-uk-prisons#:~:text=This is a summary of the report%3A Tackling,in the UK in partnership with Hibiscus Initiatives.
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/modern-slavery-uk-prisons#:~:text=This is a summary of the report%3A Tackling,in the UK in partnership with Hibiscus Initiatives.
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/legal-analysis-of-section-63-of-the-nationality-and-borders-act#:~:text=This legal analysis of Section 63 of the,Slavery and Human Rights Policy and Evidence Centre.
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/legal-analysis-of-section-63-of-the-nationality-and-borders-act#:~:text=This legal analysis of Section 63 of the,Slavery and Human Rights Policy and Evidence Centre.
https://hudoc.exec.coe.int/eng#%7B%22display%22:[2],%22execidentifier%22:[%22CM/Notes/1507/H46-42E%22]%7D
https://hudoc.exec.coe.int/eng#%7B%22display%22:[2],%22execidentifier%22:[%22CM/Notes/1507/H46-42E%22]%7D
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/identifying-child-criminal-exploitation-northern-ireland
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/modern-slavery-risks-in-the-uk-construction-sector
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/modern-slavery-risks-in-the-uk-construction-sector
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Policy impact 

Outcomes in theory of change: 

Policymakers, lawmakers, businesses and practitioners increasingly use evidence 
and analysis in their work;

Policymakers, lawmakers, businesses and practitioners increasingly know about, 
access, and understand evidence and analysis

Impact on laws, policies and practices addressing modern slavery is at the heart of 
our work. The Centre aims to influence groups who have the capability, opportunity 
and motivation to determine or influence policy and law on modern slavery.

We work to bridge the gap between research and policymaking, increasing 
knowledge and enhancing access to, understanding of and use of evidence and 
expert analysis in decision-making.

•	 We focus on ensuring that all our research is relevant, timely, trustworthy and 
accessible to decision-makers

•	 We translate the evidence produced by our funded teams into practical 
recommendations and share them with key decision-makers and relevant 
stakeholders

•	 We facilitate engagement between research teams and policymakers, 
practitioners and businesses

•	 We have established strong collaborative relationships with UK policymakers 
and international partners
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We approach achieving policy impact in three  
different ways:2 
1.	 Influencing the direct use of evidence in policy decisions, shaping ways of 

working, and informing both the development of legislation and Parliamentary 
scrutiny of Government (instrumental impact)

2.	 Supporting policymakers’ access to and understanding of evidence in modern 
slavery decision-making (conceptual impact)

3.	 Building relationships between policymakers, the Modern Slavery PEC and the 
wider modern slavery research sector (enduring connectivity)

Influencing the direct use of evidence in 
policy decisions, shaping ways of working, and 
informing both the development of legislation 
and Parliamentary scrutiny of Government3

The Modern Slavery PEC has built and sustained relationships with policymakers 
across the UK Government and Devolved Administrations to promote the uptake 
of evidence and analysis produced and commissioned by the Centre as well as 
to provide expert insight on policy issues. PEC analysis and funded research has 
informed and influenced government policy and ways of working, and directly 
informed Parliamentary debates and inquiries.

Interviewed policymakers consistently reported that they viewed PEC as one 
of their primary sources for high-quality evidence to inform their decision 
making. This has been a two-way interaction with examples of PEC approaching 
policymakers to identify relevant research gaps and also examples of 
policymakers approaching PEC with research ideas or for the Centre to signpost 
them to existing research. 

“We’ve had really productive conversations about research and developing 
content. We’ve fed into their research and they’ve fed into our research as well.”  
Policymaker

2. These categories are drawn from Laura Meagher and David Edward’s identification of five types of impact in  
‘A framework to evaluate the impacts of research on policy and practice’ 2020. We recognise that there are links 
between these and thus some activities can lead to several types of impact.

3. Instrumental impact as defined by Meagher and Edwards 2020

https://i2insights.org/2020/03/03/research-impact-evaluation-framework/
https://i2insights.org/2020/03/03/research-impact-evaluation-framework/
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“They’re always consistently my first port of call when looking for research 
papers on a particular topic.” 
Policymaker

A Policymaker interviewed described PEC as a ‘Tier 1 evidence partner’ and one 
of their go-to sources for robust evidence to inform their decision making, 
describing how they are:

“…keen to use evidence from the PEC to inform…recommendations…to the 
government.”  
Policymaker

The PEC has strong active relationships with UK policymakers in both national 
government and the Devolved Administrations, influencing their ways of working 
and policy development. Policymakers reported consistently that the PEC’s 
collaborative and flexible working style has meant that they are viewed as a key 
partner. One reported that they really value the fact that PEC understands the 
constraints they are under and how long things can take in government. 

Active engagement with policymakers has included the involvement of members 
of the Lived Experience Advisory Panel, which has been viewed as particularly 
valuable and beneficial. Policymakers commented on how it was likely to influence 
their approach to survivor engagement in the future (see Lived experience 
engagement section for further information).

Informing the development of strategies and policies 
PEC-funded evidence and analysis has directly informed a number of government 
strategies in its first year being led by the University of Oxford.

In early October 2024, the Centre published a significant policy report on Modern 
Slavery Policy Priorities for the new Government which was discussed with the 
Safeguarding Minister and officials in the UK Government. It drew on the previous 
four years of PEC-funded research and evidence to make a series of actionable 
recommendations on modern slavery for the new Government’s first year.  
All Co-leads and the PEC’s LEAP contributed to an expert review of the report.

In the 2025 Home Office Modern Slavery Action Plan, which sets out the strategic 
approach for the next financial year, the PEC has been identified as one of its key 
partners in delivering action in relation to its first pillar. This pillar is centred around 
the need to develop an approach to prevention, particularly when collaborating 

https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/modern-slavery-policy-in-the-uk-priorities-for-the-uk-government
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/modern-slavery-policy-in-the-uk-priorities-for-the-uk-government
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with government to better understand ‘what works’ in terms of prevention and 
early intervention and to embed the work into broader Government programmes 
and missions. This is in line with the priority recommendation in the Centre’s 
Modern Slavery Policy Priorities for the new Government report to commit to a 
greater focus on prevention. 

PEC-funded research on visa schemes for workers in the agriculture and health/
social care sectors was shared with the Office of the Director of Labour Market 
Enforcement (ODLME) within the Department of Business and Trade to inform 
discussions on related labour market issues. The research highlighted that some 
individuals entering the UK on the Health and Social Care visa were disappearing 
from the system and later reappearing in the National Referral Mechanism (NRM, 
the UK’s modern slavery identification and support system). This informed 
the Director’s view of the scale and the nature of exploitation, leading it to be 
referenced in the 2024-25 Labour Market Enforcement Strategy.

Similarly, PEC-funded research highlighting the detrimental effects of sub-
standard accommodation on agricultural workers, which was shared following 
PEC-facilitated engagement between the policymakers and research team, 
directly informed policy development:

“The research from PEC gave us a key evidence base to review the Mobile 
Home Act of 2013. Research they pointed us to was in development and I was 
able to help steer it in relation to the policy questions we were being asked, 
which helped shape the results and outputs of the research so it could be 
included in our work.”  
Policymaker

Co-production with policy actors means research more accurately addresses 
evidence gaps and increases the potential for outputs to be used in policy 
development. The Centre has co-commissioned research with the ODLME to 
explore the evidence base on modern slavery risks in the construction sector 
which was subsequently referred to in the Office’s Strategy for 2025-6. 

In addition to preparing a written submission and attending stakeholder 
engagement sessions, the PEC was invited to give feedback on an early draft 
of Scotland’s Trafficking and Exploitation Strategy 2025, which was valued by 
the policy team. In addition, researchers at the Justice Analytical Service (JAS) 
in Scotland, as part of their strategy review process, valued the PEC playing a 
brokering role and signposting them to relevant evidence:

https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/modern-slavery-policy-in-the-uk-priorities-for-the-uk-government
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/uk-agriculture-care-visas-vulnerability-exploitation
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/uk-agriculture-care-visas-vulnerability-exploitation
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/labour-market-enforcement-strategy-2024-to-2025
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/scotland-human-trafficking-exploitation-strategy-review-submission
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“MS PEC were really useful putting us in touch with other organisations 
for example FLEX working on labour exploitation, and helping our JAS with 
citations and finding relevant sources.”  
Policymaker

Scotland’s Trafficking and Exploitation Strategy for 2025-2028 draws on several 
research projects funded by the PEC, and adopts a public health approach to 
human trafficking, closely informed by PEC-funded research led by Dr Liz Such et 
al. on ‘Prevention of adult sexual and labour exploitation in the UK: What does or 
could work?’

A current project, led by Dr Liz Such, builds on this to explore how the delivery plan 
for Scotland’s Trafficking and Exploitation Strategy can embed a public health 
approach to modern slavery, considering prevention of harms before they occur, 
intervening early, and treating harms to prevent re-trafficking. Building on this 
framework, the project will develop a theory of change to underpin Scotland’s 
revised delivery plan.

The Modern Slavery PEC along with its Lived Experience Advisory Panel informed 
the priorities for the UK Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner’s Strategic 
Plan 2024-26, including a strong focus on prevention, the role of data and 
evidence and survivor inclusion through a policy briefing and discussions with the 
Commissioner.

PEC-funded research has also been used to inform policy development and calls 
for evidence. For example in its March 2025 Child Rights and Wellbeing Impact 
Assessment (CRWIA) for the Independent Child Trafficking Guardian service, 
the Scottish government cited the PEC-funded research on Survivor-informed 
support for trafficked children in Scotland led by Dr Maggie Grant ahead of the 
new Guardianship Service being launched. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/scotlands-trafficking-exploitation-strategy-2025/
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/prevention-what-works
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/prevention-what-works
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/embedding-public-health-approach-in-strategy
https://www.antislaverycommissioner.co.uk/media/s0gjtqbx/e03284260_iasc-strategic-plan-24-26_web-accessible_v2.pdf
https://www.antislaverycommissioner.co.uk/media/s0gjtqbx/e03284260_iasc-strategic-plan-24-26_web-accessible_v2.pdf
https://files.modernslaverypec.org/production/assets/downloads/Modern-Slavery-PEC-Briefing-IASC-Strategic-Plan-final.pdf?dm=1736268039
https://www.gov.scot/publications/independent-child-trafficking-guardian-service-child-rights-wellbeing-impact-assessment-crwia/pages/2/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/independent-child-trafficking-guardian-service-child-rights-wellbeing-impact-assessment-crwia/pages/2/
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/trafficked-children-scotland
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/trafficked-children-scotland
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Informing legislative and government scrutiny

To date the PEC has submitted to 

18 calls for evidence, 3 of which were in the year 2024/5.  

In its first year at Oxford, the Modern Slavery PEC made several 
significant contributions to various inquiries.

PEC research commissioned by the Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Office (FCDO), led by the University of 
Liverpool, ‘A Review of Promising Practices in the Engagement 
of People with Lived Experience to Address Modern Slavery and 
Human Trafficking’, was cited in the October 2024 summary of 
responses to the previous government’s call for evidence on the 
UK international development white paper.

The Centre submitted written evidence to the House of Lords Modern Slavery 
Act 2015 inquiry and oral evidence was given by the PEC’s Director of Research, 
Director of Policy Impact and PEC co-lead Dr Marija Jovanovic. PEC’s written and 
oral evidence was drawn upon several times by the House of Lords Committee on 
the Modern Slavery Act 2015 in its final report, including analysis of the potential 
harmful impacts of immigration legislation.

In April 2025 PEC Fellow Dr Marija Jovanovic was called to give oral evidence to 
the Joint Committee on Human Rights to inform their legislative scrutiny of the 
Border Security, Asylum and Immigration Bill. Her contribution drew on a written 
submission co-authored with the PEC. Both were cited in the Committee’s report.

In January 2025 the Centre co-convened a parliamentary event with the All-Party 
Parliamentary Group on Human Trafficking and Modern Slavery to discuss ‘Can 
the UK Lead the World Again in the Response to Modern Slavery?’ The discussion 
was chaired by Baroness O’Grady of Upper Holloway and featured PEC co-lead 
Dr Marija Jovanovic and speakers from Anti-Slavery International and Focus 
on Labour Exploitation (FLEX) to reflect on the adequacy of the Government’s 
Response to the House of Lords Modern Slavery Act 2015 Committee report, 
“The Modern Slavery Act 2015: becoming world leading again.” The event was well 
attended, including by parliamentarians, people with lived experience of modern 
slavery, academics and NGOs. 

A review of current promising 
practices in the engagement 
of people with lived experience 
to address modern slavery 
and human trafficking

Authors: Dr Wendy Asquith (Modern Slavery PEC Research Fellow, University of Liverpool) 
Dr Allen Kiconco (Visiting Research Fellow, University of the Witwatersrand) 
Professor Alex Balch (Modern Slavery PEC Director Research, University of Liverpool)

October 2022

Research by:

https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/best-practice-engagement-lived-experience
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/best-practice-engagement-lived-experience
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/best-practice-engagement-lived-experience
https://www.gov.uk/government/calls-for-evidence/uk-international-development-white-paper-call-for-evidence/summary-of-responses-uk-international-development-white-paper-call-for-evidence
https://www.gov.uk/government/calls-for-evidence/uk-international-development-white-paper-call-for-evidence/summary-of-responses-uk-international-development-white-paper-call-for-evidence
https://www.gov.uk/government/calls-for-evidence/uk-international-development-white-paper-call-for-evidence/summary-of-responses-uk-international-development-white-paper-call-for-evidence
https://committees.parliament.uk/oralevidence/14710/html
https://committees.parliament.uk/oralevidence/14617/pdf/
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/9005/border-security-asylum-and-immigration-bill/publications/oral-evidence/
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld5901/ldselect/ldmodslav/8/8.pdf
https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/ba06f190-ad29-495b-8282-9851cecec4de
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/140293/pdf/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/140293/pdf/
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/48446/documents/253649/default/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/modern-slavery-government-response-to-house-of-lords-committee-report/government-response-to-house-of-lords-modern-slavery-act-2015-committee-report-the-modern-slavery-act-2015-becoming-world-leading-again#:~:text=Paragraph 139)-,The government response,slavery can be better measured.
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld5901/ldselect/ldmodslav/8/8.pdf
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In February 2025, Dr Sofia Gonzalez de Aguinaga authored the Modern Slavery 
PEC’s submission of evidence to the new Joint Committee on Human Rights 
Inquiry into forced labour in UK supply chains, which was cited on numerous 
occasions in the Committee’s report. The government’s response to the 
Committee’s report was published in October 2025.

Informing government ways of working
Policymakers interviewed for this report mentioned that the PEC’s work on 
lived experience had influenced, or had the potential to influence, their ways 
of working. One stated that the demonstration of meaningful lived experience 
engagement at the March 2025 conference organised by the PEC had inspired 
them to review their ways of working and strengthen how they engage with people 
with lived experience. Policymakers interviewed also reported that the PEC’s high-
level strategic oversight had guided the selection of themes for their stakeholder 
working groups: 

“Looking at different themes was important in how we frame our thematic 
working groups.”  
Policymaker

In addition, policymakers reported that they have used the PEC’s principles on 
working with people with lived experience to inform how they have developed 
a new online learning platform for practitioners. (Also see Lived experience 
engagement section.)

One NGO noted that they have recently used PEC-funded research published 
in 2022 to re-engage Home Office officials, finding that, with the change in 
government, officials are now more receptive to the findings.

“Producing knowledge is not timebound – the issues haven’t substantially 
changed for young people. …The trail of evidence is established so it may 
make a difference now – it takes time.”  
NGO representative

In November 2024 the Home Office published, for the first time, new statistics 
from the National Referral Mechanism (NRM, the UK’s modern slavery 
identification and support system), in line with previous PEC recommendations. 
The NRM involves a two-stage process, run by the Home Office, to determine 

https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/49011/documents/257592/default/
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/latest/the-pec-marks-ten-yeas-of-the-modern-slavery-act-with-flagship-conference
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/latest/12-principles-of-professional-engagement-of-lived-experience
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/latest/12-principles-of-professional-engagement-of-lived-experience
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/119399/pdf/
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modern slavery victim status. There has been significant political and public 
debate over the last two years about misuse of the NRM, stemming from previous 
Conservative Ministers asserting that there was widespread misuse of the NRM by 
migrants. To support a more evidence-informed debate, the PEC recommended 
that the Home Office publish data on the reasons individuals receive negative 
decisions in the NRM process. This data has now been made publicly available, 
with records going back to 2020.

Supporting policymakers’ access to and 
understanding of evidence in modern slavery 
decision-making4 
The Centre carries out regular engagement with policymakers to identify policy-
relevant evidence gaps, disseminate research, and discuss recommendations,  
as well as to provide expert insight on policy issues. 

The PEC engages policymakers early in the research process, including during the 
assessment of funding applications, to help ensure that PEC-funded research is 
policy-relevant.

The model of co-funding (where both parties contribute financially to a project) 
and co-commissioning (where both parties jointly develop the scope of a project) 
with government departments and agencies has been a positive mechanism 
to build in policy relevance throughout the project’s life cycle. For example, the 
Centre co-funded research with the Northern Ireland Department of Justice that 
was led by Ulster University and the International Organization for Migration (IOM). 
The project explored the identification of modern slavery and human trafficking in 
the context of child criminal exploitation in Northern Ireland and made evidence-
informed recommendations to inform the cross-government action plan on child 
criminal exploitation. 

4. Conceptual impact along with capacity building as defined by Meagher and Edwards 2020

https://www.modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/identifying-child-criminal-exploitation-northern-ireland
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/identifying-child-criminal-exploitation-northern-ireland
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/publications/child-criminal-exploitation-cce-action-plan-health
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/publications/child-criminal-exploitation-cce-action-plan-health
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Policymaker consultation

In autumn of 2024, PEC ran a wide-ranging exercise to refresh the PEC’s 
research and policy priorities. This included horizon scanning the future UK policy 
landscape following the election of the new government, evidence gap mapping 
drawing on PEC-funded research synthesis and a series of thematic consultation 
sessions with policymakers across UK Government and Devolved Administration 
departments with responsibility for modern slavery. These were a collaborative 
effort between the policy impact and lived experience engagement and research 
teams, alongside members of the Lived Experience Advisory Panel and PEC  
Co-Leads to discuss policymakers’ priorities for research and analysis. The ideas 
were assessed against our principles for policy impact of relevance, timeliness, 
trustworthiness and accessibility, and have supported building on findings from 
our portfolio of research (see Annex B: Research and policy priorities 2025-27).

In the financial year 2024/5, the Centre published four policy briefs, including 
thematic topics on mandatory human rights due diligence and on the impact of 
the recent immigration legislation.

The impact of the PEC’s engagement in Scotland was noted in a November 2024 
letter from the Scottish Government Minister for Victims and Community Safety, 
Siobhian Brown MSP: “Thanks to our strong working relationship I am aware of the 
important work you are doing to drive forward the policy impact of research on 
human trafficking and exploitation. The research funded by the Modern Slavery 
& Human Rights Policy & Evidence Centre (PEC) routinely provides much needed 
insight to policymakers and stakeholders across this sector.” 

Researchers interviewed consistently reported that the Centre had enabled them 
to access networks and decision makers that would not have otherwise been 
available to them. They also felt that the PEC was uniquely placed to support, 
whether through events, roundtables, or by directly connecting researchers with 
relevant individuals.

“They set up meetings with the Modern Slavery Unit, the Department for 
Education and the Home Office, at the interim findings stage. A couple of 
government officials came back with questions and the Commissioner has 
been in contact since.”  
Academic
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“It is good to have [a] wide range of academics who are doing projects funded 
by/commissioned by PEC to come to meetings and share their research and 
what they are doing, which has been useful to inform our work.”  
Policymaker

“One thing that is quite unique is that MS PEC has really good relationships 
within the Home Office and the Modern Slavery Unit. That enabled a 
really early conversation with people in the Modern Slavery Unit about 
the research… It is rare to get that number of people on a call or in a 
meeting from that part of UK Government if you didn’t have that brokering 
relationship.”  
Academic

Researchers also reported that PEC involvement and collaboration in the research 
process had helped them ensure that their research products were accessible 
to non-academic audiences and therefore more likely to be actionable. Specific 
mention was made of the value of guidance on developing recommendations that 
are realistic and actionable for policymakers. Communications support was also 
reportedly valued:

“[They] had suggestions of different ways to get message out. We held two 
webinars, both got 300 sign-ups. We reached over 1000 practitioners with 
our work.”  
Academic
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Building relationships between policymakers, 
the Modern Slavery PEC and the wider modern 
slavery research sector5

A key area consistently valued by policymakers is the PEC’s collaborative way 
of working and strong relationship management. The Modern Slavery PEC 
has built sustained relationships of trust with a wide number of policymakers 
working to address modern slavery across the UK government and Devolved 
Administrations. In the financial year 2024/5, the Centre held over 100 meetings 
with key national and international policymakers, including with Jess Phillips 
MP, Home Office Minister for Safeguarding and Violence Against Women and 
Girls (who has lead Ministerial responsibility for modern slavery policy). This 
includes formal stakeholder forums, closed sessions with policymakers, and 
facilitating cross-government engagement by bringing different departments 
together to engage on priority evidence gaps, and to discuss research findings 
and recommendations. In the same year, this included facilitating 16 meetings on 
research findings between policymakers and researchers.

Representatives interviewed from the Devolved Administrations mentioned that 
they valued the PEC’s support, typically having fewer resources to draw on than 
central government.

“They really understand our constraints, how government works, what we 
can/can’t do or say. They understand how long it takes to produce policies 
and revise strategies and are very patient. We don’t have to do a lot of 
explaining and justifying, they understand the context we are working in and 
make space for that.”  
Policymaker

PEC’s convening role and facilitating engagement between policymakers, 
researchers and practitioners was consistently referenced by those interviewed 
as one of the key value-adds brought by the PEC. This is thanks to the PEC’s 
position of strategic oversight in the sector, enabling it to identify gaps and 
establish connections. Many stated that PEC had enabled them to access 
networks that would not otherwise have been available to them. 

5. Enduring connectivity as defined by Meagher and Edwards 2020
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“My first port of call…PEC are like a central hub point – they know who is 
working on what. They put me in touch with someone doing research on the 
NRM data for England and Wales and we then met with the authors.”  
Policymaker

PEC has also introduced policymakers to the researchers leading its research 
portfolio, several of whom have been invited to present findings at formal 
stakeholder engagement forums at both the UK national and Devolved 
Administration levels.

The one-day conference hosted by the PEC in March 2025 was referenced by all 
interviewed for this report as very high quality and valuable in convening a large 
and diverse cross-section of people working in the modern slavery sector. The 
fact that the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State (Minister for Safeguarding 
and Violence Against Women and Girls) and the Independent Anti-Slavery 
Commissioner made the keynote addresses was referenced as demonstrating 
how highly PEC are regarded and their unique position as a convenor.

Researchers interviewed felt that the PEC had increased their capacity 
to influence policymakers through support to make their research and 
recommendations more actionable. The involvement of the Centre in the research 
process itself, described by one researcher as the PEC team “walking beside 
us”, was felt to have added value in making their research more effective and 
accessible to non-academic audiences. 

“I wouldn’t have been able to do as much without policy support, for example 
what’s the best way to write a recommendation that gets people involved and 
making academic language more policy centred and focused. This was super 
helpful.”  
Academic

Colleagues across the PEC continue to represent the Centre by bringing evidence 
and analysis into more formal policy engagement forums including the Home 
Office Modern Slavery Engagement Forums, the Home Office Data and Evidence 
Group, the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office Modern Slavery 
Stakeholder Engagement Group, the Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner’s 
Research Reference Group and the Wales Anti-Slavery Forum and its subgroups.

PEC’s Director of Policy Impact participated in a November 2024 roundtable with 
the US Ambassador-at-Large to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons, Cindy 
Dyer, convened by the Office of the Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner, to 
discuss how the PEC has shaped the UK research landscape on modern slavery 
and its approach to policy impact.
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See the section on Partnerships for information on PEC’s collaboration with the 
wider sector.

Learnings from survey and interview data with 
stakeholders and internal reflection sessions: 

What works well:

•	 Strong, long-term relationships with policymakers—regular engagement has 
built trust and credibility.

•	 Collaboration between policy teams—e.g., teams within the different Devolved 
Administrations connecting through PEC’s facilitation.

•	 Growing recognition of PEC as an influential player—seen as a key resource for 
evidence-based policy discussions.

Challenges:

•	 Sustaining engagement over time—ensuring relationships don’t lose 
momentum when policy priorities shift.

•	 Maintaining neutrality and independence—some external actors still perceive 
PEC as too close to government, affecting engagement.

•	 Bringing in practitioners and local authorities—more work needed to connect 
policy with on-the-ground practice.

•	 Tracking research uptake and influence over time – it can take several years 
for results of influencing work to be seen.

Key takeaways across all three types of impact:

•	 Early and sustained engagement is crucial—whether influencing 
decisions (instrumental), shaping debates (conceptual), or building trust 
(connectivity).

•	 Being proactive and setting the agenda matters—balancing responsiveness 
with long-term research priorities.

•	 Bridging gaps between different actors leads to stronger impact—whether 
between researchers and policymakers, or across policy areas.

•	 Measuring impact remains a challenge—particularly for conceptual and  
long-term connectivity impacts.
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Research 

Outcome in theory of change: 
Portfolio of high-quality research informs on and fills gaps in evidence and 
knowledge, and produces evidence-based recommendations

Since its inception, the Modern Slavery and Human Rights PEC has commissioned 
and supported over 65 cutting-edge research projects (see Annex C for a full 
list), involving world-class researchers working with a broad and diverse set of 
partners, focusing on tangible impact on legislation, policy and practice.

The PEC has worked to reshape modern slavery research, making it more 
effective, equitable and informed by lived experience expertise, in terms 
of application assessment, project design, and implementation. In line 
with its values, all empirical research projects must connect research to 
practice, policymaking and lived experience. In line with ambitions around the 
diversification of research, the Centre has led operational changes to funding 
mechanisms, leading to projects directly led by NGOs in collaboration with 
academic institutions.

Our guiding principles for research
1.	 Effectiveness: Research must consider policy and practical impact to 

consider what works or could work.

2.	 Equity: Research should address structural inequalities and root causes,  
with projects funded and run using equitable practices.

3.	 Survivor involvement: Research should meaningfully involve people with lived 
experience of modern slavery.

The Centre’s research agenda to produce new evidence is co-developed 
through identifying evidence gaps, assessing the policy environment, and widely 
consulting partners, policymakers and survivors. The Centre is at the forefront 
of engaged research on modern slavery, facilitating more collaborative working 
with partners and lived experience experts through each stage of research, from 
conceptual development through to co-production and peer review processes. 
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A key feature of the Centre following its move to University of Oxford is the greater 
involvement and integration of researchers within a smaller core collaborative 
partnership. PEC’s collaborative research partnership with the universities of 
Oxford, Liverpool and Hull, as well as with the Bingham Centre for the Rule of Law 
at the British Institute for International and Comparative Law (BIICL), provide the 
Centre with in-house research capacity to flexibly respond to opportunities to 
inform policy development in the following areas:

Prevention, ethics and international development
Led by Dr Wendy Asquith at the University of Liverpool

From April 2024 – March 2025, this work focussed on:

•	 Completion of data collection, analysis and drafting of a report on Ethics in 
Modern Slavery Research: Review of the current landscape and evaluation of 
research ethics appropriateness, which was published in December 2024.  
The research team have organised or participated in a variety of 
dissemination activities in relation to this work to promote uptake of the 
findings and recommendations amongst funders, producers and users of 
research including policymakers:

•	 A PEC lunchtime seminar in December 2024

•	 Presentation on trauma-informed approaches to modern slavery for an 
early career researcher training workshop supported by Methods Northwest 
in June 2024

•	 Representation on the panel ‘Professional and Ethical Lived Experience 
Engagement’ at the PEC’s March 2025 conference, alongside leading 
thinkers and practitioners in this space.

•	 A workshop, in collaboration with colleagues from the Centre for People’s 
Justice attended by 50+ early career and established researchers, 
representatives of NGO partners and funders including colleagues in the 
capacity of lived experience expertise in June 2025.

•	 PI was invited to speak at the roundtable event Co-Production Futures  
with policymakers, researchers and representatives of many of UKRI’s 
funding bodies.

•	 Follow-on funding awarded for development of key findings and 
recommendations of the above report on research ethics into a series of 
accessible guidance notes and visually-led creative outputs (an animation, 
an infographic and a visual case study). These tools are designed to support 
researchers and lived experience experts participating in research and those 
shaping governance of research (particularly funders and university research 
managers and administrators) to reshape their ways of working towards more 
ethical, co-productive practice and better outcomes for all involved.
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•	 A concept note has been developed for a 12-month workstream on the 
intersections of programming on international development and modern 
slavery prevention, with input from consultations with policymakers (October 
2024) and with academics and leading practitioners (April-June 2025), the 
latter through preparation for and hosting of a roundtable at the Development 
Studies Association conference.

Legal enforcement
Wilberforce Institute at the University of Hull led by Dr Alicia Heys 

Between April 2024-March 2025, this work focused on:

•	 Data collection and drafting of a report on the barriers to prosecutions and 
convictions under the Modern Slavery Act 2015. This report was published in 
May 2025 and was picked up by The Guardian and Forbes. The PI presented key 
findings at a PEC lunchtime seminar, which was attended by approximately 
150 people.

•	 Data collection and drafting of a report on financial investigations as a 
method to increase modern slavery prosecutions, with the intention to publish 
this report later in 2025.

•	 Data collection and drafting of a report on complex patterns of child 
exploitation, due to be published later in 2025.

•	 A policy brief co-authored with Marija Jovanovic on the Child Criminal 
Exploitation offence proposed within the Crime and Policing Bill, published in 
July 2025.

Labour exploitation
Led by Dr Marija Jovanovic at the Bonavero Institute for Human 
Rights at the University of Oxford.

Between April 2024-March 2025, this work focused on:

•	 Contributing to a number of PEC responses to calls for evidence to inform 
legislative scrutiny including:

•	 Oral evidence in March 2025 to the House of Lords Modern Slavery Act 2015 
inquiry, drawn upon several times by the House of Lords Committee on the 
Modern Slavery Act 2015 in its final report. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/may/09/modern-slavery-victims-opt-to-stay-with-exploiters-for-fear-of-deportation-research-finds
https://www.forbes.com/sites/freylindsay/2025/05/13/prosecutions-under-world-leading-uk-modern-slavery-act-remain-low/
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/child-criminal-exploitation-criminal-offence
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/child-criminal-exploitation-criminal-offence
https://committees.parliament.uk/oralevidence/14710/html
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld5901/ldselect/ldmodslav/8/8.pdf
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•	 Oral evidence in April 2025 to the Joint Committee on Human Rights 
to inform their legislative scrutiny of the Border Security, Asylum and 
Immigration Bill. Her contribution drew on a written submission co-authored 
with the PEC, which in turn drew on a January 2025 policy brief ‘How to make 
the modern slavery measures in UK Immigration law compatible with human 
rights’. Her evidence was cited in the Committee’s report.

•	 Dr Jovanovic was nominated for an Anti-Slavery Day Media Award in the 
category ‘Best written opinion piece dealing with Modern Slavery’ (15 October 
2024) for ‘We don’t know how many victims of modern slavery are in prison – 
why that’s a problem’

•	 Presenting at a number of events and conferences which brought together 
parliamentarians, people with lived experience of modern slavery, academics 
and NGOs, including:

•	 A January 2025 parliamentary event that the PEC co-convened with the 
All-Party Parliamentary Group on Human Trafficking and Modern Slavery 
to discuss ‘Can the UK Lead the World Again in the Response to Modern 
Slavery?’ 

•	 The PEC’s March 2025 conference, as part of a panel which discussed  
‘10 years since the Modern Slavery Act. What have we learned for the next 
ten years?’

•	 A policy brief (co-authored with Dr Alicia Heys, University of Hull) on the  
Child Criminal Exploitation offence proposed within the Crime and Policing Bill, 
published in 23 July 2025.

Supply chains
Led by Dr Sofia Gonzalez de Aguinaga at the Bingham Centre for 
the Rule of Law: 

Between April 2024-March 2025, this work focused on:

•	  Effectiveness of forced labour import bans research project (2024-2025):

•	 In June 2024 co-organised discussion event in Oxford with Prof Gordon 
attended by academics and experts on forced labour import bans and  
co-authored a blog on the key takeaways.

•	 Undertook a rapid evidence review on the effectiveness of forced labour 
import bans. Outputs included: an evidence review report, a Policy Brief, 
a Business Brief, and a blogpost, which were presented at a lunchtime 
seminar which brought together policymakers, businesses, practitioners 
and NGOs.

https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/ba06f190-ad29-495b-8282-9851cecec4de
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/140293/pdf/
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/restoring-modern-slavery-protections-in-uk-immigration-law
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/restoring-modern-slavery-protections-in-uk-immigration-law
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/restoring-modern-slavery-protections-in-uk-immigration-law
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/48446/documents/253649/default/
https://theconversation.com/we-dont-know-how-many-victims-of-modern-slavery-are-in-prison-why-thats-a-problem-218627
https://theconversation.com/we-dont-know-how-many-victims-of-modern-slavery-are-in-prison-why-thats-a-problem-218627
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/child-criminal-exploitation-criminal-offence
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/latest/how-can-forced-labour-import-bans-help-workers-build-power
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/forced-labour-import-bans-2025
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•	 Provided oral evidence on forced labour import bans to the Joint Committee 
on Human Rights during a private session in January 2025. Submitted 
written evidence to the Joint Committee on Human Rights on forced labour 
import bans as part of their Forced Labour in UK Supply Chains call for 
evidence. This evidence was referenced several times in the Committee’s 
final report.

•	 Submitted draft for book chapter on the US forced labour import bans.

•	 10 years of the Modern Slavery Act (2025):

•	 Speaker at a panel during the PEC conference in March 2025 on ‘Supply 
chains: where do we go from here?’

•	 Published analysis of the impact of the Modern Slavery Act on corporate 
behaviour in Reuters.

•	 Contributed to the updating of the Modern Slavery Act Transparency in 
Supply Chains guidance as an active member of the Home Office Forced 
Labour Forum.

•	 In February 2025 participated in an interview organised by the Home Office 
to inform the updating of the online Modern Slavery Statement Registry.

•	 Effectiveness of mandatory human rights due diligence legislation research 
project (2024):

•	 Presented findings to policymakers in various sessions, including 
the Welsh Government, in one of their Anti-Slavery Forum supply chain 
thematic group sessions in May 2024, a cross-Whitehall group in May 2024, 
and business members of the United Nations Global Compact (UNGC) in 
August 2024

•	 Participated as a speaker in a workshop with the business members of 
ADS group (a UK trade association advancing leadership in aerospace, 
defence, security and space) on human rights due diligence legislation and 
implications for business in the aerospace, defence and security sector. 

•	 Undertook a range of speaking engagements with businesses and 
policymakers including:

•	 Spoke at a Scotland Against Modern Slavery (SAMS) Forum session 
attended by business, NGOs and policymakers working on modern slavery 
in business supply chains to discuss the role of investors in addressing 
modern slavery in October 2024.

https://committees.parliament.uk/work/8812/forced-labour-in-uk-supply-chains/publications/
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/49011/documents/257592/default/
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/latest/key-takeaways-from-the-10-years-of-the-modern-slavery-act-conference
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/society-equity/its-not-enough-companies-be-aware-modern-slavery-uk-needs-prevent-it-2025-03-28/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/transparency-in-supply-chains-a-practical-guide
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/transparency-in-supply-chains-a-practical-guide
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/transparency-in-supply-chains-a-practical-guide
https://www.scottishfinancialnews.com/articles/event-the-role-of-finance-in-eliminating-modern-slavery


Impact report 2024 - 2025

29

•	 In November 2024 participated in a panel organised by the International 
Organisation of Employers (IOE) entitled Stakeholder Engagement Dialogue 
on Business and Human Rights which aimed to bridge the gap between 
businesses and NGOs and encourage collaboration in the field of human 
rights in business supply chains. This event was in person in Geneva and was 
attended by international trade unions, benchmarking organisations and 
international NGOs working in the field of human rights due diligence. 

•	 Participated in Wilton Park event which resulted in co-developing Principles 
for a Balanced Approach to SDG8 in February 2025.

As well as leading their own programmes of work, the co-leads are able to offer 
support in the development of concept notes for PEC-funded research projects, 
collaborate on PEC policy briefs and responses to calls for evidence, provide 
oversight of PEC’s research portfolio, and represent the Centre at various policy 
forums, conferences and events. 

Dr Sofia Gonzalez de Aguinaga (Bingham Centre) is representing the PEC at the 
Home Office’s Forced Labour Forum, which has been set up to inform revisions 
to statutory guidance on transparency in supply chains, and sits on the Expert 
Advisory Group for the FCDO-funded research on a National Baseline Assessment 
on the implementation of the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human 
Rights in the UK. 

Dr Wendy Asquith is representing the PEC on the Advisory Group to inform 
the evaluation of the Home Office’s Modern Slavery Fund (the £24m Official 
Development Assistance fund to address modern slavery overseas). 

Dr Alicia Heys is a member of the Crown Prosecution Service’s Modern Slavery 
National Scrutiny Panel, an initiative aimed at increasing transparency around  
how the Crown Prosecution Service responds to and approaches modern  
slavery cases. 

Dr Marija Jovanovic has hosted or spoken at several events including the launch 
of the report by the UN Special Rapporteur on Contemporary Forms of Slavery, 
Professor Tomoya Obokata, on ‘Contemporary Forms of Slavery Affecting 
Incarcerated People’ hosted by the UCL Faculty of Laws on 4 June 2025.  
Dr Jovanovic also represented the PEC at a conference marking the 10th 
anniversary of the Modern Slavery Act 2015 organised by Oxford Brookes 
University on 19 June 2025.

https://www.wiltonpark.org.uk/app/uploads/2024/12/WP3406-Report.pdf
https://www.wiltonpark.org.uk/app/uploads/2024/12/WP3406-Report.pdf
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High-quality research
Key stakeholders consistently reported that the PEC produces high-quality 
research. This is because the PEC operates as much more than a research funder: 
projects selected for support are managed throughout their development and 
design stages, including review and input into applications for ethical approval. 
They are then supported through regular meetings throughout implementation, 
fieldwork, analysis and write-up phases, with extensive comments and feedback 
on draft outputs. This has had an enormous impact on the quality of outputs 
produced through the PEC’s funding, and represents a radical shift in the 
standard UKRI funder-researcher relationship and dynamic. 

The PEC’s definition of quality draws on the principles outlined above and builds 
upon a pure academic standard. Academics and researchers funded by PEC 
who were interviewed identified key quality components in PEC funded research 
including how actionable it is and the diversity of people involved throughout the 
research cycle, including people with lived experience and policymakers. 

“The difference between high quality research depends on the audience –  
if audience is PEC and policymakers then high-quality research is the 
research that underpins the reports, the policy it influences and the 
academic articles.”  
Academic

“PEC bring a different angle to this, and a different measure of quality 
relating to the diversity of people involved. Working with survivors, affected 
communities, NGOs. We do this in a way that many aren’t equipped to do.”  
PEC Staff member

A large majority of PEC-funded research projects follow similar methodologies, 
and the PEC team expressed a desire to try to engage a more diverse range of 
academics and encourage more innovative research methodologies, particularly 
quantitative methodologies, in the hope that it might provide new perspectives 
on the issues. However, the established use of qualitative methods such as 
interviews and focus groups allows researchers to ethically capture invaluable 
survivor insights and generate substantial, rich and in-depth evidence on various 
modern slavery issues, making methodological diversification beneficial but not 
critical. These smaller sample, qualitative research designs have often proven the 
most appropriate methodologies considering the challenges, costs and ethical 
risks associated with, e.g. quasi-experimental approaches such as randomised 
control trials. 
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Over the course of the PEC’s life, the Centre has worked with researchers to 
develop how it improves the quality of research. This begins at the development of 
funding calls, ensuring these are detailed and clear and developed in consultation 
with key policy stakeholders and people with lived experience. Operationally, the 
Centre has worked to improve the clarity of its application process, refining 
pre-application guidance and questions across funding calls. Panels have noted 
an improvement in the clarity and precision of applications to the Centre, with 
average scores for applications rising across the lifetime of the Centre. 

The Centre has also developed a range of support for funded research projects 
to manage operational challenges associated with undertaking complex 
research. These include support in developing contracts, forming and maintaining 
partnerships, and navigating ethics applications. The latter is supported by 
research into ethics within modern slavery research, led by the University of 
Liverpool. Researchers have fed back on the utility of the range of documents 
produced by the PEC, including the Centre’s Safeguarding Policy, meeting rules 
and event guidance. Researchers reported that having the backing of the Centre 
helps to overcome operational challenges, such as long wait times for ethical 
approval, allowing them to focus on the research project itself. 

PEC’s collaborative approach to research
Academics consistently commented on the PEC’s collaborative approach to 
research, noting how it goes beyond just funding. The PEC has made a conscious 
effort to shift its funding model to be one that is more engaged and rooted in co-
production and collaboration and which provides support to teams ranging from 
ethics applications to research tool design, survivor engagement, policy impact, 
feedback on outputs, partnerships and communications. 

“Great to have them walk alongside you… Feel like as a funder they provide 
more than the money, supporting us to create good quality research but also 
impact and policy influence. They also provide opportunities to link up with 
other researchers working in the same field”  
Academic

“I’ve found them very engaged as a funder, in the sense of providing support, 
making sure you’ve got what you need, equipping you with who are the people 
you need to be in contact with and moving things forwards.”  
Academic

https://www.modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/evaluation-of-practices-and-methods-to-ensure-the-appropriateness-of-research-ethics-in-modern-slavery-research
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/evaluation-of-practices-and-methods-to-ensure-the-appropriateness-of-research-ethics-in-modern-slavery-research
https://files.modernslaverypec.org/production/assets/downloads/Modern-Slavery-PEC-Safeguarding-Policy-April-23-final.pdf?dm=1736268040
https://files.modernslaverypec.org/production/assets/downloads/Modern-Slavery-PEC-meeting-rules-for-website.pdf?dm=1736268041
https://files.modernslaverypec.org/production/assets/downloads/Event-planning-guidance-version-for-web-publication-no-comments-1.pdf?dm=1736268032
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‘The most effective part of the engagement between the MSPEC and the 
project team was the support around publication of the final paper especially 
drafting and publication of the research summary and offering feedback on 
the paper itself including the quick turnaround as there was a tight deadline. 
Also taking the lead on comms for the publication of the final paper was 
helpful as the team did not have the capacity to do that ourselves.’  
Research team survey respondent 

The collaborative approach to research was also well-received by policymakers. 
They have engaged with PEC-funded research teams either by contributing to 
existing studies to make sure they capture policy needs, or by approaching PEC 
with specific research ideas to fill policy evidence gaps, and in some cases co-
funding or co-commissioning research.

Both academics and policymakers have noted that PEC’s research principles of 
effectiveness, equity and survivor engagement comes through in their work. Many 
commented on the strong evidence of survivor engagement in PEC’s research. 

“Those research principles really shine through in what they do. I know they 
have the survivor engagement panel, and at the conference there were 
people with lived experience talking there, and they are always very good in 
thinking around the risks of retraumatising people and being inclusive. Equity 
also shines very strongly through their work – people with LE, different needs, 
different intersections in society. In terms of a focus on outcomes and 
impact comes through really strongly.”  
Policymaker

Several PEC-funded research projects have received follow-on funding to 
build on the impact of their research projects. For example, Dr Anna Skeels 
at SPARK, Cardiff University received an UKRI Impact Acceleration Award to 
produce an evidence-based case study resource with Hannah Stott from Safe 
to Grow, drawing on their research with Dr Katy Huxley on the effectiveness of 
the Independent Child Trafficking Guardianship (ICTG) Service. The case study 
resource focuses on positive, holistic outcomes and futures for children affected 
by human trafficking and encourages use of the Pyramid of ICTG Service Support 
from the research to enable this approach. The resource is based on young 
people’s views and experiences from the research and has been piloted with 
Independent Guardians working in the Service and other professionals including 
police, social workers, youth justice, fire and rescue, education, intensive family 
therapy and NHS practitioners across Manchester, Birmingham, Cardiff, London 
and North Wales. The resultant training will be rolled out to all new ICTGs through 
their induction to the Service as well as made available to other professionals 
across England and Wales. This will be supported by a Train the Trainer programme 
equipping ICTGs within the Service to deliver this training to others.
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Informs on and fills gaps in evidence  
and knowledge
One of the key benefits of the PEC’s capacity to fund a large 
number of separate research projects has been the ability to pull 
together learning from a foundation of high-quality evidence. 
We commissioned two evidence synthesis reports analysing the 
projects the PEC had funded and supported in 2020-2024, one 
on adults led by Dr Liz Such and the other on children led by  
Dr Anna Skeels. The reports explore the volume and range of 
studies that relate to prevention, and how they fit within the 
public health framework on prevention (Before, Early, Treat,  
Re-trafficking – BETR). The studies considered the 
characteristics of projects that provide prevention insight and 
the main prevention knowledge gains and gaps in the portfolio. 
They also generated recommendations for future research for 
the PEC to consider which informed the Centre’s research and 
policy priorities (see Annex B) and built on previous synthesis 
work by the Centre, for example in relation to its portfolio of 

research on survivor support and on the impact 
of Covid-19 pandemic on modern slavery. 

Several stakeholders commented on the value of the synthesis 
reports in bringing together various pieces of research on the 
topic areas and creating a useful starting point for policymakers 
to see an overview of existing research. 

This was reported to be particularly valuable for practitioners who 
do not have the time to read all the papers on one topic, and so 
being able to read the synthesis gives them a summary and helps 
them identify where to go to for further information. 

In September 2024, the Centre launched a new funding call, 
looking into the effectiveness of interventions to prevent 
modern slavery, with a focus on prevention before harm occurs 
and prevention of re-trafficking. This choice of focus reflected 
priorities derived from the development of the research agenda, 
including the synthesis work done on PEC outputs to date and its 
assessment of the implications of the new policy environment 
and likely priorities of the new UK Government. The call was able 
to build upon the synthesis pieces as well as input from lived 
experience expertise, policymakers and academic experts. 

This call built on the Centre’s experience managing previous funding calls, 
which we have progressively developed in innovative ways to be more inclusive, 
reduce bias and improve the quality of final decisions. This included clear and 

The prevention of adult 
exploitation and trafficking
A synthesis of research commissioned  
by the Modern Slavery and Human  
Rights Policy and Evidence Centre

  
 , 

Research report

Research by:

Authors: Elizabeth Such and Habiba Aminu, School of Health Sciences, University of Nottingham

Prevention of child 
trafficking and exploitation 
A synthesis of Modern Slavery and  
Human Rights Policy and Evidence Centre 
funded research on child trafficking  
and child exploitation (2020-24)

  
Authors: Dr Anna Skeels, Faaiza Bashir

December 2024

Research by:

Research summary

November 2023

Survivor support
Based on the Modern Slavery PEC  
funded research portfolio

Policy brief: 

Modern Slavery PEC Policy Brief 2023

This Policy Brief by the Modern Slavery and Human Rights Policy and Evidence Centre 
(Modern Slavery PEC) synthesises findings and identifies promising practices and key 
evidenced-based recommendations emerging from seven research projects funded 
by the Centre on the theme of survivor support. The Brief also identifies ongoing 
evidence gaps and reflections on where next for research on survivor support. 

Understanding the effectiveness of support in meeting recovery needs and longer-
term outcomes for survivors as well as how to improve access to justice for 
vulnerable groups is one of the Modern Slavery and Human Rights Policy and Evidence 
Centre’s (Modern Slavery PEC) five priority research areas.1 The Centre has made 
a significant investment in this research area, funding a portfolio of five 12-month 
projects through an open call for research2 to explore how the UK’s support system 
could be improved to ensure better outcomes for adult and child survivors of modern 
slavery. In addition, the PEC has funded three targeted research projects on various 
themes linked to adult survivor support designed to respond to particular evidence 
gaps, as identified by the Centre and through consultation with research users, two of 
which have been published. 

This represented one of the deepest, wide-ranging, systematic and survivor-informed 
group of research projects ever commissioned on survivor support in the UK.  
The unique PEC model of funding meant that it included a large number of partners 
across various institutions and was especially innovative in different ways to be more 
inclusive in the conduct of research.

12-month projects exploring how to improve survivor support

• Murphy, C., Heys, A., Barlow, C., Gleich, L., and Wilkinson, S., (2022)  
‘Identifying Pathways to Support British Victims of Modern Slavery towards 
Safety and Recovery: A Scoping Study’

• Hynes, P., Connolly, H., Durán, L., with Durr, P., Matar, E., and Haydon, P., (2022) 
‘Creating stable futures: human trafficking, participation and outcomes for children’

• Paphitis, S., Jannesari, S., Witkin, R., Damara, B., Joseph, J., Triantafillou, O., 
Dang, M., Howarth, E., Katona, C., Wright, N., Sit, Q., and Oram, S. (2023)  
‘The Modern Slavery Core Outcome Set’

Green: 

Amber:

Red:

1

Overview

This Policy Brief by the Modern Slavery and Human Rights Policy and Evidence Centre (Modern 
Slavery PEC) draws on a rapid assessment of relevant evidence to set out the implications of 
the Covid-19 pandemic for modern slavery, and lessons that can be learned for future crisis 
situations. The Brief addressed three key questions and rated the quality of evidence on each 
as Green, Amber or Red. Findings and recommendations have been tailored for UK-based 
policymakers and businesses, given the Modern Slavery PEC’s current focus on these groups.

Key Findings

Scale and nature: how has modern slavery changed during the 
Covid-19 pandemic?
Amber 

• Evidence shows that the pandemic has increased vulnerability to modern slavery all over 
the world, including in the UK, as many of the underlying drivers of modern slavery have 
worsened, such as poverty, inequality and unemployment.

• Evidence suggests certain population groups, sectors and geographies have become more 
vulnerable to modern slavery during the pandemic. For example, vulnerability has increased 
to a greater degree in low- and middle-income countries, and for already vulnerable groups 
such as children, migrant and informal workers, and women and girls.

• Most research has focused on the heightened vulnerability to forced labour in supply 
chains for workers in low- and middle-income countries, with more limited research into 
how the pandemic has affected other forms, such as trafficking for sexual exploitation.

• Some evidence suggests that traffickers adapted their methods during the pandemic; 
increased online recruitment and exploitation was a common theme.

November 2021

Impact of the Covid-19 
pandemic on modern slavery

Policy brief: 

Modern Slavery PEC Policy Brief 2021-4Authors: Olivia Hesketh, Owain Johnstone

Evidence base is robust and well-established

There is some robust evidence but there remain gaps in understanding

There is very little robust evidence

https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/prevention-adult-synthesis
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/prevention-of-child-trafficking-in-pec-funded-research
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/survivor-support
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/survivor-support
https://files.modernslaverypec.org/production/assets/downloads/Modern-Slavery-PEC-Policy-Brief-Impact-of-Covid-19-on-MS.pdf?dm=1736268040
https://files.modernslaverypec.org/production/assets/downloads/Modern-Slavery-PEC-Policy-Brief-Impact-of-Covid-19-on-MS.pdf?dm=1736268040
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detailed funding calls, webinars for potential applicants and the inclusion of 
lived experience experts, practitioners and policymakers within the decision-
making process. The Centre believe this provides the best conditions for the 
PEC to make funding decisions that are fair and select the best projects, based 
on transparency regarding the aims/objectives of the call, relevance and clarity 
regarding the different sections on the application form, and the process and 
criteria for assessment (including, e.g., alignment with our guiding principles for 
research - effectiveness, equity and survivor-inclusion). 

Two projects have been funded under this call which will report in 2026:

•	 Readiness to work as prevention of re-trafficking. An evaluation of the Sophie 
Hayes Foundation employability programme. This research is led by Dr Nicola 
Wright at the University of Nottingham, in collaboration with the Sophie Hayes 
Foundation

•	 Evaluating the effectiveness of the Employer Pays Principle (EPP) in 
preventing modern slavery in healthcare supply chains. This research is led by 
Dr Mei Trueba at the University of Sussex, in collaboration with the University 
of Newcastle, Impactt Ltd and Unseen UK.

In autumn 2024, the Modern Slavery PEC conducted a consultation process with 
a range of policymakers to inform the PEC’s research agenda, building on policy 
priorities and evidence gaps. This process was well received by policymakers, 
as well as by the LEAP and the PEC co-leads, who valued the collaborative and 
engaged approach. 

“Recent consultation sessions were very valuable, the policy impact team 
planned a session with [a range of relevant government departments]. We 
took concept notes of what we would like to research and had the opportunity 
to engage in discussion with people that work on the ground and will use our 
research, to understand whether the themes are interesting and whether 
they are missing anything. Those consultations were really important… they 
[the policymakers] brought in themes I hadn’t considered on things they 
want to learn more about, which in turn changed my research stream so that I 
can produce something that is most relevant for those actors.”  
Co-lead

Alongside the consultation, the Centre funded a range of research projects 
across 2024 (see Commissioned research in Annex C: List of funded projects, 
PEC analysis and outputs). These projects include three pieces of  
co-commissioned research, that were generated as a direct result of the  
wider consultation. 

https://www.modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/readiness-to-work-as-prevention-of-re-trafficking#:~:text=Preliminary feedback from past participants,in mental health and confidence.
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/preventing-debt-bondage-in-healthcare-supply-chains
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/preventing-debt-bondage-in-healthcare-supply-chains
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Within these funded projects, the Centre continues to work towards its goals 
of diversifying modern slavery research. This includes funding eight NGOs, 
with two of these leading projects, seven different universities across seven 
projects, and one specialist research organisation. Six of the funded projects 
represent a collaboration between NGOs and academic institutions, and, in one 
of the research projects, the Centre trialled a new mechanism for collaboration 
between an NGO and researchers from with the Centre’s consortium. Seven of 
the funded projects had specific streams of work to engage with people with lived 
experience, and all projects include survivor engagement in some form, either 
in the development of the project’s concept note, within the project, or through 
engagement with the Centre’s LEAP. 

Produces evidence-based recommendations
The Modern Slavery PEC works closely with research teams that often include 
academics and NGOs to generate evidence-based recommendations for 
policymakers that are relevant and appropriate. Through the PEC’s evidence-
based recommendation frameworks that are shared with academics, the PEC 
provides support and guidance on how to effectively write recommendations.  
This guidance is well received by funded academic researchers. 

Through connecting diverse research teams and bridging the gap between 
academics and NGOs, the Modern Slavery PEC supports NGOs to produce robust 
and independent research. By collaborating with academics, NGOs reported that 
they gain access to robust research methodologies, ensuring their findings meet 
high standards of credibility. 

“Gives the research legitimacy, an element of validation. From an NGO 
perspective we often publish reports, but these can be criticised by 
policymakers as not having a robust methodology or empirical base… If want 
to achieve the gold standard of being taking seriously we need academic 
backing and governance of the research project. That has been one of the 
most valuable things got from working with PEC – validation that findings are 
robust.”  
NGO representative

For academics, collaboration with NGOs allows access to strong survivor 
engagement, fresh perspectives on approach and methodologies, and types of 
data that would otherwise be time-consuming and difficult to access. 
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“That connection [with the NGO] allowed us much quicker access to the data. 
Essential for a piece of research that only has a year.” 
Academic

The timeframes for evidence-based research to influence policy are significantly 
shorter than those for traditional research projects. The PEC acknowledges the 
need to deliver timely, relevant recommendations, yet this urgency can challenge 
academics and is not always feasible with some projects extending beyond the 
funding window. Both academics and policymakers recognise the importance of 
proactive horizon scanning to ensure that research produces evidence-based 
recommendations precisely when needed.

“Making sure that if [the PEC] are horizon scanning or planning that they have 
[a] solid plan of who is working on it and the timelines to make sure it is ready 
for a time when it can be most impactful.”  
Academic

One policymaker talked about how policy in one area can bring about other 
negative impacts in relation to modern slavery, and that other policies may 
be needed to mitigate this. For example, the Government’s ambitions to build 
thousands of new homes in the UK may lead to an increase in the risk of 
exploitation among construction workers. 

“Trying to be more proactive in the area of enforcement rather than reactive 
– identifying problems [at the early stages of new policy implementation] and 
making changes before they become serious issues… More horizon scanning 
would be helpful – they do this to some extent but there is more room for 
improvement”  
Policymaker

While the PEC has funded multiple research projects that have generated 
relevant evidence-based recommendations for policymakers and practitioners 
and addressed gaps in knowledge, there is less information on the uptake of the 
research, particularly in the long-term. Although the PEC tracks policy uptake 
to identify examples of where evidence has informed policy, it is difficult to 
conclusively claim impact when you cannot always ascribe a change in policy to a 
particular piece of research. Monitoring research uptake is essential for the PEC 
to assess its impact and for academics to demonstrate the practical influence of 
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their work. However, current monitoring and evaluation indicates that PEC-funded 
research often has a continued shelf-life beyond the original project, with many 
research teams reporting follow-on activities or securing additional funding to 
extend the work initiated through the PEC. 

“The project continues to generate interest from both professionals and 
the broader public and continues to feature in professional and academic 
publications and media outlets.”  
Research team survey respondent

Learning from survey and interview data with 
stakeholders and internal reflection sessions: 

•	 The PEC’s approach to research is continually evolving as it strives for 
effective co-production, knowledge translation, and inclusivity.

•	 The bar for high-quality research is set high—expecting policy relevance, lived 
experience engagement, and impact planning from the start.

•	 Survivor inclusion has been a major success in making research more 
meaningful and actionable.

•	 Challenges remain in balancing funding constraints with equitable access 
to research opportunities, particularly for newer or less traditional research 
partners.

•	 Closing feedback loops for academics to understand the policy impact of 
their research funded by PEC.
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Lived experience engagement

Outcome in theory of change: 
More powerful insights into the expertise and perspectives of people with lived 
experience of modern slavery is embedded into research, policies, practice  
and laws.

Meaningful inclusion of lived experience in research and policymaking is one of 
the key principles of the PEC’s work – not only because it’s the ethical thing to do, 
but also because it is essential for improving policies addressing modern slavery 
and grounding them in the experiences and expertise of people who have lived 
through it.

To ensure the meaningful inclusion and collaboration of people who hold lived 
experience of modern slavery, the Centre established a Lived Experience 
Engagement Team and a Lived Experience Advisory Panel (LEAP), which work to 
identify, discuss and consolidate good practice in the inclusion of survivors.

The Modern Slavery PEC has made significant strides with lived experience 
engagement across its work. It has increasingly strengthened its approach 
to co-production with the Lived Experience Advisory Panel and this has come 
through in several aspects of its work, such as the development of trauma-
informed practices, opportunities for speaking engagements, and involvement 
in consultations with policymakers. Learnings from this work also led to an 
academic article, co-produced with the LEAP, which is currently undergoing peer 
review for publication. Key learnings were summarised in a blogpost. However, the 
PEC acknowledges that it is still on a journey towards embedding and facilitating 
meaningful lived experience engagement and survivor inclusion, both internally 
and externally. The Centre continues to reflect on its approach and practices, 
actively exploring what more can be done and identifying areas for improvement.

“In the beginning it felt tokenistic, they had never worked with survivors 
before, they’d give us things already done just to feed back on. We felt this 
work was too easy and tokenistic, so I fed back that the members wanted to 
be more involved from the beginning, to be part of everything, and chair the 
team meetings. Now they have done that, and the LEAP has inputted more, 
it is now more co-design and co-everything, instead of just ticking a box. So 
we’re growing together.”  
Member of the LEAP

https://www.modernslaverypec.org/latest/embracing-lived-experience-co-production
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“If they keep being a leader in the space they will become a key funder and 
outward leader.”  
Academic

Feedback from members of the LEAP highlight how this process is meaningful 
both in terms of listening to the voices of survivors as well as in providing a 
two-way exchange whereby members of the LEAP also benefit from developing 
their skills and knowledge, which has given them more scope to engage in other 
research and policy initiatives.

“Working for the PEC has helped to develop my blog writing skills which has 
given me confidence to take up opportunities to write for newspapers and 
other organisations”  
Member of the LEAP 

Another important reflection of working closely with people who hold lived 
experience has been the recognition of the need for more flexible and responsive 
workplace processes, both at the individual and institutional level. Engaging 
meaningfully has required adapting support structures to ensure accessibility, 
psychological safety, and inclusivity. This has prompted wider reflection within the 
PEC on how internal practices can better support collaboration with people from 
diverse backgrounds and experiences, bringing benefits to the whole team.

A key outcome of this evolving journey is the development of a trauma-
informed approach that is well-regarded by both LEAP members and the PEC’s 
stakeholders. Strong communication between PEC staff, co-leads and the LEAP 
has fostered a more collaborative environment, supporting a deliberate shift 
toward co-production. This ensures that lived experience is integrated throughout 
the entire research cycle and in policy engagement, rather than being confined 
to isolated tasks. The culmination of this approach was the co-production of 
the PEC’s conference in March, with stakeholders noting how effectively lived 
experience and survivor inclusion were integrated.

The Modern Slavery PEC recognises that the journey of lived experience 
engagement is ongoing and that there is more to learn to ensure meaningful 
survivor inclusion. It was evident from conversations with stakeholders that 
there is a need to expand and diversify the LEAP to ensure there is a range of 
perspectives, and that survivor voice is not homogenised given how diverse the 
experiences of survivors is. 
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“The LEAP is adults but is there an equivalent for young people? There are 
definitely young people lived experience advisory groups, but particularly 
looking at the research side, whether PEC would be interested in this.”  
Academic

Alongside broadening participation, there is a growing recognition of the 
importance of professionalising lived experience roles. This includes establishing 
clear career pathways and support structures that enable people with lived 
experience to build long-term, meaningful roles in research, policy and practice. 
Meaningful engagement goes beyond participation, and professionalising 
lived experience means empowering survivors to grow, lead, and sustain their 
contributions in a way that values their expertise and supports their development. 

PEC’s extensive knowledge and best practices in embedding lived experience have 
gone on to produce impact, with stakeholders now seeking support, guidance, and 
training for ethical and meaningful engagement. This evolving journey illustrates 
the transformative potential of genuinely integrating lived experience into 
research and policy development.

A notable accomplishment linked to the PEC’s work is LEAP member Jane 
Lasonder winning the ‘Outstanding Contribution to the fight against modern 
slavery’ award in the ‘Empowering survivor voices’ category at The Human 
Trafficking Foundation’s annual Anti-Slavery Awards held in Parliament in October 
2024. She was recognised for her broader contributions, including her work with 
the PEC. 

Lived experience engagement in the  
research process
Through the Lived Experience Advisory Panel, embedding lived experience has 
become integral in the research cycle, such as through co-developing concept 
notes with the Modern Slavery PEC’s staff and researchers, participating in grant 
assessment panels, peer reviewing research findings and papers, and developing 
their own research projects. This has been invaluable to strengthening research 
and evidence-based recommendations for policymakers. 

As a key principle in the Modern Slavery PEC’s research, survivor inclusion has 
been key in all research projects. This makes the PEC unique compared to other 
research funders and institutions. Survivor engagement in PEC-funded research 
includes direct input from the LEAP, as well as engagement with other survivor 
advisory groups, including child and youth advisory groups, and the employment 
of lived experience researchers as part of research teams. 

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/modern-slavery-pec_congratulations-to-jane-lasonder-for-winning-activity-7252304841719394304-3tYI?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/modern-slavery-pec_congratulations-to-jane-lasonder-for-winning-activity-7252304841719394304-3tYI?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
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“Survivor engagement is key in PEC, in this case we had a young people’s 
advisory group involved in the design and analysis.”  
Academic

The Modern Slavery PEC’s commitment to meaningful survivor inclusion in 
research has helped academics enhance their ability to engage with lived 
experience in their work. For some, collaborating with the PEC marked their 
first opportunity to incorporate lived experience engagement, guided by the 
PEC’s support. This experience has not only enriched their PEC-funded research 
but also strengthened their approach to survivor inclusion in future projects. 
For others who had previous experience engaging with survivors in research, 
the PEC’s perspective and learnings still proved valuable in strengthening their 
approach and ensuring that survivor engagement was present in all phases of the 
research cycle. 

The shorter 6-month funding cycles for some research, to be able to respond 
to policymakers’ evidence needs in an agile way, has made it more challenging 
to ensure survivor engagement is ethically and meaningfully embedded in the 
research process for those projects. This is particularly true for participatory 
research approaches, that need much more time to get right and do well. 

“What has hindered inclusion in following … is the short-term projects 
– 6 months with lower funding. Therefore, we can’t ethically do proper 
participatory research. We still had [survivor] inclusion – sessions with 
youth advisory group – but it wasn’t in the way that [the previous longer term 
research project] was fully participatory – it takes time and funding.”  
NGO representative

Recognising the Modern Slavery PEC’s journey to embed lived experience 
engagement, there is a wealth of learning that could be shared externally. The PEC 
have picked up on the need for more trauma-informed training in the sector to 
be able to effectively and ethically engage with survivors as well as a reluctance 
by some in the sector to work closely with survivors for a fear of getting it wrong. 
Through PEC’s experiences and drawing on the experiences of other partners with 
strong lived experience engagement practices, there is an opportunity to share 
learnings and to offer additional training or guidance to the sector. 
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“Good for early career researchers if PEC can facilitate training on working 
with lived experience. If I could have done some training before I might have 
taken a different approach if I understood the different models for how you 
can engage.”  
Academic

The Lived Experience Engagement Team and LEAP have been working across the 
last year to produce a Payment Standards Toolkit - guidance on how to ethically 
operationalise the involvement of lived experience within research. This has been 
a complex project, pulling together legal requirements, best practice, and the 
lived experience of the authors into a toolkit on lived experience engagement. 
The publication of the toolkit is forthcoming, and the Centre has been proactively 
taking meetings with a variety of organisations within the sector to share its 
findings and support the creation of new survivor engagement initiatives ahead 
of publication. The toolkit is a key illustration of how lived experience expertise 
is embedded in the Centre’s ways of working and represents a shift in power 
dynamics.

Three core principles guide our engagement with 
individuals who have experienced modern slavery:

1.	 Avoiding tokenism.

2.	 Adopting a trauma-informed approach.

3.	 Fair remuneration

Lived experience engagement with policymakers 
The Modern Slavery PEC led a consultation exercise with policymakers in autumn 
2024 working for both the national government and the Devolved Administrations. 
This included active participation from members of the lived experience 
engagement team and LEAP, which added significantly to the impact of the exercise. 

“PEC brought a lived experience engagement team representative who was 
extremely impressive. That demonstration was very powerful and made us 
realise what’s missing in how we engage with lived experience”  
Policymaker
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Policymakers have commented on the value of working with lived experience 
experts to inform their policy efforts, highlighting how valuable it is to use stories 
and expertise from real people to influence policy. The value of working with the 
PEC is that it gives policymakers access to insights from lived experience through 
research that is rooted in survivor inclusion and in collaboration with NGOs who 
have existing strong lived experience engagement. 

“Gathering stories from real people drives policy a lot more than you would 
think. Survivor inclusion is really important for us to inform policy … You can 
gather all the data from the world that you want, the empowering experiences 
of individuals really brings home what is happening. Where you understand 
how severe these things are. Such as the treatment of workers in particular 
workspaces. Survivors input makes sure that policy is not just face value 
policy but is effective.”  
Policymaker

The PEC’s approach to lived experience engagement has not only influenced 
evidence-based recommendations for policymakers, but has also served as 
an example of best practice for government departments and other NGOs, in 
engaging with people with lived experience to ensure their voice is included and to 
strengthen policy outputs. 

“Going forward we do really want to engage with PEC on this [lived 
experience engagement] much more than we have done. I see them mostly as 
researchers and facilitators of thinking and innovation and evidence, but the 
lived experience component, yes, I would be interested in pursuing with them”  
Policymaker

Since 2024 the LEAP and Lived Experience Engagement Team members have 
taken active roles in meetings with policymakers, including with the OSCE’s 
Special Representative on Human Trafficking Kari Johnstone, as well as speaking 
at conferences such as Tech Against Trafficking and the Annual Financial Crime 
Symposium in Jersey.

The PEC’s lived experience engagement team and LEAP met with the Independent 
Anti- Slavery Commissioner in 2024 to inform her work on survivor inclusion, 
and produced core principles to support meaningful engagement, which were 
reflected in her Strategic Plan for 2024-2026 (which also referenced PEC-funded 
research).

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/modern-slavery-pec_it-was-a-great-pleasure-to-meet-with-the-activity-7263209711565434880-sjWn?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/modern-slavery-pec_it-was-a-great-pleasure-to-meet-with-the-activity-7263209711565434880-sjWn?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://x.com/SlaveryPEC/status/1858552263536525314
https://x.com/SlaveryPEC/status/1859567056414187705
https://x.com/SlaveryPEC/status/1859567056414187705
https://www.antislaverycommissioner.co.uk/media/s0gjtqbx/e03284260_iasc-strategic-plan-24-26_web-accessible_v2.pdf
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/best-practice-engagement-lived-experience
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/best-practice-engagement-lived-experience
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In March 2025, members of the Centre’s Lived Experience Advisory Panel and 
Lived Experience Engagement Team met with Safeguarding Minister Jess Phillips 
in a private setting to discuss the Government plans for survivor inclusion in 
creating its policies addressing modern slavery.

Following the Lived Experience Engagement Manager’s presentation at the Tech 
Against Trafficking Conference, the Centre formed a partnership with Ofcom, to 
explore what lived experience engagement can look like in their work. The LEAP 
and Lived Experience Engagement Team were invited to speak at Ofcom’s Online 
Safety event on human trafficking and sexual exploitation. The event included a 
range of actors from the sector, including Ofcom staff, academics, NGOs and the 
police. The team presented on principles for lived experience engagement, leading 
to further discussions on how Ofcom and the wider sector can work with the PEC 
LEAP and learn from its good practice in establishing their own lived experience 
engagement work. 

The Lived Experience Engagement Manager sat on the Working Group for an ESRC 
Policy Fellowship based at the Wales Centre for Public Policy, examining good 
practice in lived experience engagement by What Works Centres. She also sits on 
the Crown Prosecution Service’s National Scrutiny Panel for Modern Slavery.

Lived experience engagement in partnerships 
and communications 
The Centre has worked to further incorporate lived experience expertise in its 
public communications. For example, several blogs by lived experience experts 
have been published on the PEC website on issues such as professionalising lived 
experience, the potential impact of the Illegal Migration Act and the Rwanda policy. 
The latter was also developed into articles for the Guardian and the Independent 
which informed parliamentary debates, and to mark the ten year anniversary of 
the Modern Slavery Act.

The Modern Slavery PEC’s conference in March 2025 was a strong example of the 
Centre’s approach to lived experience engagement according to feedback from 
staff, the LEAP, academics and policymakers. The LEAP was heavily involved in the 
planning, organising and running of the conference and there was strong survivor 
representation in the panel discussions, with a member of the LEAP making one 
of the opening speeches alongside the Modern Slavery PEC Director. 

“Really enjoyed the lived experience input that was given [in the conference]”  
Policymaker

https://www.modernslaverypec.org/latest?topic=survivor-inclusion&type=blog
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2023/jul/11/trafficker-behind-bars-uk-migration-bill-modern-slavery
https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/rwanda-policy-trafficking-modern-slavery-survivor-b2514893.html
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“we got embedded in all the areas of it [the conference], which is really nice.”  
Member of the LEAP

Meaningful and ethical inclusion of people with lived experience of modern slavery 
was one of the key themes of the conference. As Jane Lasonder, PEC LEAP 
member, said in her powerful opening challenge : “Survivors aren’t stories walking 
on legs, they need to be embedded at every level of work against modern slavery.”

Learning from survey and interview data with 
stakeholders and internal reflection sessions: 

•	 Information flow between PEC staff and LEAP has improved, allowing for 
stronger collaboration. As a result LEAP members have influenced funding 
decisions, research processes, and policy engagement in ways not seen 
before, and have led to more accessible and creative research outputs.

•	 Other organisations are looking to replicate PEC’s approach to lived 
experience engagement. This requires open sharing of best practices 
and dismantling gatekeeping within the sector for broader impact of lived 
experience engagement.

•	 Meaningful co-production with people with lived experience starts in the early 
stages, not after frameworks are set.

•	 Investing in lived experience engagement requires resources and 
appropriate remuneration, while recognising barriers to engagement such as 
remuneration affecting benefits and working visas.

•	 Meaningful engagement means shifting power dynamics, not just inviting 
participation.

•	 Overcoming institutional bureaucracy that can hinder participation of those 
with lived experience is needed to avoid undoing progress.
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Partnerships 

Outcome in theory of change: 
Collaboration is amplified in research and policy to more effectively address 
modern slavery.

The Modern Slavery PEC aims to facilitate new collaborations in modern slavery 
research, and to build a network of producers and users of that research, which is 
reflected in its role as a partnership broker. Many of the interviewed stakeholders 
referred to the PEC’s strength as a convener, forging connections among 
academics, policymakers, NGOs, practitioners, people with lived experience 
and businesses. Looking ahead, the PEC aims to sustain the network it has 
established and continue to facilitate new collaborations and connections, while 
increasing its emphasis on engaging at local and regional levels. 

As one staff member expressed, emphasising the unique network effect of the PEC:

“Consequently we have this ability to convene people in a way that others 
don’t just purely by virtue of our unique identity, as well as our credibility and 
reputation that we have built up… Over the past 6 years that has been able 
to create connections and spark new collaborations that wouldn’t otherwise 
have happened…”  
PEC Staff member

The PEC’s ability to connect stakeholders has helped to amplify research findings:

“Linking up with other people funded by MS PEC is really pushing this 
message and we wouldn’t be able to do that without MS PEC.”  
Academic

This approach to convening is an element of our ‘funder-plus’ offer, going beyond 
funding for research and leaning into a role of partnership and support:
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“I’ve found them very engaged as a funder, in the sense of providing support, 
making sure you’ve got what you need, equipping you with who are the people 
you need to be in contact with and moving things forwards.”  
Academic

“The roundtable that PEC organised where the young people funded projects 
got together and talked about what was needed next. … We got together and 
could see a real need for further evidence and potential for collaborations. It 
would be good to pick that up.”  
Academic

This has particular advantages for supporting funded research projects to 
maximise their policy impact:

“The most unique thing about working with PEC is the opportunity to engage 
policymakers and high level decision makers. I have good networks with 
practitioners but not decision makers, so the link with the PEC opens those 
doors to government departments like the Home Office… Getting feedback 
from them [government departments] about research ideas incredibly 
valuable.”  
Academic

“I already had good links with government but not within the modern slavery 
space, they’ve [PEC] been brilliant at connecting me with the right people … 
and getting people in the room”  
Academic

In addition, the PEC is well placed to connect policymakers with practitioners and 
researchers:

“Hearing actual case studies is really important for us ... PEC put us in touch 
with front facing organisations, to gather stories from real people to help 
drive our policy work”  
Policymaker
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This coordinating and convening role has positioned the PEC to develop a unique 
oversight of the anti-slavery sector, in particular its research work:

“What the PEC is able to do is take a high level strategic overview of MS 
from a research academic perspective. The niche they fill is the strategic 
coordinating voice.”  
Policymaker

“PEC are like a central hub point, they know who is working on what… It’s the 
facilitation of contact, it’s the referring us to existing literature in the field, 
putting us in touch with organisations, things like that”  
Policymaker

Flexibility and responsiveness
The Modern Slavery PEC has built strong relationships with academics, 
policymakers and practitioners, while supporting and encouraging collaborations 
within funded research projects, and this was well received by interviewed 
stakeholders. Within projects that the Modern Slavery PEC has funded, the PEC 
team have supported academics to partner with non-academic organisations 
in carrying out the research. Feedback on these relationships referenced 
responsiveness and flexibility, which upholds PEC’s approach as a supportive and 
collaborative funder and partner. 

One of the interviewed policymakers spoke about coming to the PEC with 
an idea and request for a partnership, and were pleased with the response: 
“I had a positive response from them to deliver on this. I appreciated PEC 
listening to my request, it was unusual but I can see how it fits in.”  
Policymaker
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The PEC is committed to learning from the partnerships it supports and 
facilitates, to continuously strengthen the support it provides. One of the 
interviewed practitioners spoke about how well the Modern Slavery PEC 
had received feedback regarding a project partnership between academic 
researchers and an NGO, highlighting that there was a noticeable change in 
the subsequent research project they were involved in: “The first project was 
wonderful but stressful … we fed back to PEC about some of the things from 
the NGO perspective and they took a lot of that feedback on board.”  
NGO representative 

Positioning as an independent, inclusive actor 
able to facilitate collaboration within the modern 
slavery sector
The PEC’s commitment to impartial evidence, which is its core principle, as well as 
its unique status as an organisation sitting outside of established categories such 
as NGO or government body, mean that it is not seen as promoting any specific 
agendas. This unique position has been key to the PEC’s ability to build trust with 
different stakeholder groups and convene them in novel ways. There is potential 
for the PEC to do more in this vein to strengthen the sector, as highlighted by a 
policymaker:

“MS PEC could play quite a good role as a trusted neutral partner and use 
that position to strengthen the modern slavery space. Working with other 
organisations in that neutral independent space and do things that we 
[government department] or NGOs can’t do”  
Policymaker

All interviewed stakeholders commented on the collaborative nature of the 
Modern Slavery PEC and found this was particularly effective in strengthening 
research, improving policy outcomes and connecting the sector. 

“Excellent engagement from the team at the PEC. We’ve had really productive 
conversations about research and developing content. We’ve fed into their 
research, and they’ve fed into our research as well.”  
Policymaker
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Developing the Modern Slavery PEC’s network 
The Modern Slavery PEC has over 3,200 stakeholders in its contact database 
across academia, businesses, NGOs and government,6 and regularly seeks to 
engage new stakeholders in its work. This network includes applicants to research 
calls, funded research teams, event participants, other contacts who have 
engaged with the Centre directly and newsletter subscribers. 

The Centre has also set up a shared mailing list to which any member can 
contribute. It has over 380 members, enabling people working on modern slavery 
to connect with their peers. The group has been used by stakeholders to introduce 
themselves, share event invitations, funding calls and opportunities and to make 
requests for research partners on Modern Slavery PEC and other projects. 

The Centre is constantly seeking to increase the number and diversity of its 
stakeholders across different groups and facilitate meaningful interactions and 
partnerships, which it has done through targeted one-to-one engagement as well 
as organising sessions to facilitate connections between different stakeholders 
and share learning. The Centre held more than 10 introductory meetings with 
potential new partner organisations in the period September 2024 – March 2025.

The Centre has held a number of events, including its lunchtime seminar series 
(see Communications section, below) and ad hoc events. For example, the Centre 
co-organised an October 2024 event on How can we make co-produced research 
work better? in collaboration with the organisation Capabilities in Academic 
Policy Engagement (CAPE). This brought together speakers from the Centre and 
CAPE as well as external organisations, including academics, funders and partner 
organisations, to discuss co-production in research. More than 65 people joined 
the discussion and the PEC published a joint follow-up blog summarising key 
takeaways. 

6. Based on contacts saved in HubSpot, the Centre’s contact management system 

Parliamentarian 

Civil servant / government

Business

Academic

Non profit

3

17

18

30

33

Percentage of stakeholders by category

https://www.modernslaverypec.org/latest/lessons-how-can-we-make-co-produced-research-work-better-blog
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Learning from survey and interview data with 
stakeholders and internal reflection sessions: 

•	 The PEC has built understanding of its mission and remit, including its 
inclusivity and independence, across its stakeholders which has helped 
establish its credibility and legitimacy 

•	 Extending the PEC’s network has increased the diversity of researchers and 
partners the Centre has worked with

•	 Partnerships between academic researchers and non-academic collaborators 
can be challenging, due to funding constraints, misaligned incentives and 
cultural norms – but a funder like the PEC can have an important role in 
facilitating those partnerships, such as by providing more flexible funding 
terms, as well as setting expectations at application stage and supporting 
equitable partnerships through the duration of a project

•	 The PEC’s position and extensive network has enabled the Centre to play a role 
in connecting stakeholders with one another, even outside of the PEC’s direct 
work, which has benefits to the wider sector

Communications

Increasing understanding of modern slavery is one of the key aims of the PEC. 
Keeping modern slavery research and policy accessible to everyone, including 
those who aren’t experts, is at the heart of the PEC’s communications work. This 
starts with publishing regular reports, blogs and project pages on the website; 
the PEC then amplifies and promotes this information through the media, social 
media, videos, podcasts, newsletters and events. 

We commissioned research to explore effective communication to increase 
understanding of modern slavery among the British public, to enable a more 
evidence-based and survivor-informed public debate, and to develop language in 
collaboration with survivors that resonates with survivors of modern slavery in 
the UK.
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Framing modern slavery
We published research on effectively communicating to improve the public’s 
understanding of modern slavery in the UK, carried out by the Public Interest 
Research Centre (PIRC) in close collaboration with the PEC and 
informed by people with lived experience. The research started 
a conversation across the sector about changing narratives 
explaining what modern slavery entails, as well as what its causes 
and solutions are. The Communications Director was invited 
to present its findings at various fora, including at the London 
Modern Slavery Leads Network (Human Trafficking Foundation’s 
regular meeting of London local authorities’ modern slavery leads) 
and the Sandwell Modern Slavery Summit conference.

Read the Messaging guide here. 

Between April 2024 and April 2025, we 
published 12 research reports, 4 policy 
briefings, 16 blogs, 7 news stories, and  
4 podcasts, and we held 7 online events. 

The Modern Slavery PEC were present in 
the media, from the BBC, the Guardian, the 
Independent, the Times, I News, PA Media, 
Evening Standard, Huffington Post, Forbes, 
to local media and more specialised outlets 
ranging from Children and Young People 
Now to InfoMigrants, Police Professional, 
Sourcing Journal, Sustainable Views or 
OpenDemocracy. 

PEC’s Google Group mailing list (discussed 
above) has grown to more than 350 
members to share research and practice, 
and invite collaboration, with evidence  
of new partnerships being developed 
through it.

Framing 
modern  
slavery
A messaging guide

July 2024

Based on the research by James Robertson 

Between April 2024 and 
April 2025, we published: 

12 research reports, 

4 policy briefings, 

16 blogs, 

7 news stories,  

4 podcasts, and 

7 online events. 

https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/framing-modern-slavery
https://files.modernslaverypec.org/production/assets/downloads/MSPEC-FramingGuide-final.pdf?dm=1747867136
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources?type=research
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources?type=briefing
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources?type=briefing
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/latest?type=blog
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/latest?type=news
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/latest?type=podcast
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/latest?type=event
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2024/nov/25/send-children-criminal-sexual-exploitation-risk
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/special-needs-children-exploitation-criminal-disability-b2544129.html
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/politics/article/attorney-general-human-rights-echr-migrants-small-boats-labour-starmer-hermer-5vxm26bz5
https://inews.co.uk/news/politics/yvette-cooper-faces-labour-backlash-for-keeping-tory-policy-in-asylum-bill-3510635
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://uk.news.yahoo.com/don-t-want-sons-fatigues-143158648.html&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoUMTYzMDc4MTAyMDc4MzY3Nzk4NjIyHDdhNmJhY2UwOTI1NzhhZDM6Y28udWs6ZW46R0I&usg=AOvVaw24VuOTpWU-mbaZea4z85FK
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/rank-hypocrisy-labour-slammed-for-keeping-parts-of-tory-immigration-bill-they-used-to-criticise_uk_679c8505e4b0f2e9a9fafa45
https://www.forbes.com/sites/freylindsay/2025/04/08/global-commission-urges-action-and-clarity-in-fighting-modern-slavery/
https://www.4ni.co.uk/northern-ireland-news/319884/child-criminal-exploitation-unrecognised-as-modern-slavery-in-ni
https://www.cypnow.co.uk/content/news/funding-policy-and-training-gaps-leaving-send-children-at-risk-of-exploitation
https://www.cypnow.co.uk/content/news/funding-policy-and-training-gaps-leaving-send-children-at-risk-of-exploitation
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/58880/uk-migrant-rights-activist-trade-unions-and-rights-defenders-are-not-protected
https://policeprofessional.com/news/stark-gaps-in-available-data-on-child-criminal-exploitation-in-northern-ireland-research-finds/
https://sourcingjournal.com/topics/labor/shein-xinjiang-uyghur-forced-labor-genocide-leigh-day-1234746608/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/freylindsay/2025/03/26/modern-slavery-act-ten-years-on-many-victims-still-going-unprotected/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/beyond-trafficking-and-slavery/how-us-funding-built-a-brittle-economy-in-anti-trafficking/
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources?type=research
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources?type=briefing
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/latest?type=blog
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/latest?type=news
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/latest?type=podcast
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/latest?type=event
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The Centre has:

•	 over 3,500 contacts on its newsletter mailing list

•	 nearly 11,000 followers on LinkedIn;

•	 over 3,000 followers on X/Twitter and  

over 400 on Bluesky.

Thought leadership and communicating the 
views of lived experience experts
Providing thought leadership on relevant issues around modern slavery has been 
an important part of our communications work. Apart from publishing blogs on 
our website, the PEC has published several blogs and comment pieces on external 
platforms. This includes three articles analysing the ten years since the passing of 
the Modern Slavery Act:

•	 an analysis of the impact of the Act by the PEC Director of Research Prof Alex 
Balch for The Conversation

•	 an examination of the Act through the lens of human rights in an expert 
comment by the PEC Director Murray Hunt for the University of Oxford

•	 a focused assessment of the Act’s Transparency in Supply Chains measures 
by the PEC Research Fellow on modern slavery in business supply chains,  
Dr Sofía González De Aguinaga from The Bingham Centre for the Rule of Law 
at BIICL for Reuters. 

A key aspect of this work has been working with lived experience experts to 
provide their views on the policy response to modern slavery and on the inclusion 
of survivors in research. For example, a member of the PEC’s Lived Experience 
Advisory Panel had her comments published by the Independent on the potential 
impact of the Rwanda scheme. On our website, the PEC’s lived experience experts 
argued that embedding survivors in policymaking can bring real change for the 
next decade, three lived experience experts who worked on an investor brief on 
the potential of artificial intelligence to help address modern slavery blogged on 
their experience, and two members of the Lived Experience Advisory Panel shared 
their experiences of working with the PEC. Learning on how to effectively include 
people with lived experience in research has also been an important topic of 
debate, such as blogposts on embracing lived experience co-production and on 
adopting a trauma-informed approach in research. 

https://theconversation.com/ten-years-after-the-modern-slavery-act-why-has-this-world-leading-legislation-had-so-little-impact-252316
https://www.ox.ac.uk/news/2025-03-26-expert-comment-modern-slavery-act-10-what-have-we-learnt-human-rights
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/society-equity/its-not-enough-companies-be-aware-modern-slavery-uk-needs-prevent-it-2025-03-28/
https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/rwanda-policy-trafficking-modern-slavery-survivor-b2514893.html
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/latest/after-ten-years-of-the-modern-slavery-act-embed-survivors-in-policymaking-for-real-change
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/latest/after-ten-years-of-the-modern-slavery-act-embed-survivors-in-policymaking-for-real-change
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/artificial-intelligence-addressing-or-distorting-the-modern-slavery-challenge
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/latest/road-to-professionalising-lived-experience
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/latest/embracing-lived-experience-co-production
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/latest/adopting-a-trauma-informed-approach-in-research
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A collaborative approach to communicating 
research – feedback from research teams
The PEC works very closely with the research teams it funds to communicate 
their research publicly, not only to ensure that the communication is clear and 
accurate, but also to provide support to researchers on how to translate their 
findings for non-academic audiences who might not be experts in this field. 

Stakeholders mentioned the strength of the PEC’s offering in relation 
to communicating and disseminating research and findings, not just to 
policymakers but also within the sector and beyond. Through working closely with 
the PEC’s communications function, researchers have been able to disseminate 
their findings through webinars, learning events, and media articles. 

For example, the PEC collaborated closely with the research team leading the 
project on the protection of children and young people with special needs 
and disabilities (SEND) from exploitation. Along with the communications 
professionals from the researchers’ home universities, the PEC worked to 
support the communication of research findings:

“[The PEC’s Communications Director] worked well with the university 
comms teams, it was a joint effort and was very well coordinated in terms of 
launching the reports. What was helpful was that [PEC] had suggestions of 
different ways to get message out. So, we ran two webinars, and both of these 
got 300 sign-ups, and we reached over 1000 practitioners with this work. 
[The PEC’s Communications Director] was really supportive in the process.”  
Academic

A significant strength of the collaboration was the PEC’s deep understanding 
of the state of knowledge on modern slavery issues, particularly regarding 
children with disabilities. The PEC engaged thoughtfully in framing the research, 
offering expert guidance to navigate these complexities. This respectful approach 
expanded the research’s reach and impact.

The partnership also connected child-focused modern slavery work with broader 
adult-focused networks. The research gained significant media attention, with 
articles in The Independent and The Guardian, providing insights and visibility 
for issues that often go unnoticed. This joint effort between funded university 
partners and the PEC focused on impact rather than attribution.

The PEC was seen to be a genuine partner throughout this research, not just 
at the communication stage. Researchers found the PEC team approachable, 
supportive, and flexible, fostering an environment where challenges could 
be openly discussed, which resulted in good quality research that could be 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/special-needs-children-exploitation-criminal-disability-b2544129.html
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2024/nov/25/send-children-criminal-sexual-exploitation-risk
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communicated effectively to the appropriate audiences. This collaboration 
exemplified the model of a policy and evidence centre that prioritises 
engagement, co-production, and meaningful change.

Lunchtime seminars bridging research  
and practice
Since September 2023, the PEC has delivered a series of regular lunchtime 
seminars to promote the latest evidence in a way that is accessible to everyone, 
as well as providing the guest presenters a platform to share their work with 
a broad, non-specialist audience. Each session features a concise 15-minute 
presentation focused on key takeaways and practical ramifications of the 
research, followed by discussion, all packaged within a 45-minute event. Widely 
advertised to reach diverse participants, these seminars have attracted well 
over 1,000 attendees to date (over 100 people per session on average, with 
numbers continuing to grow, including policymakers, practitioners, researchers, 
businesses and people with lived experience), demonstrating a strong interest 
across and beyond the modern slavery sector.

The PEC conference
In March 2025, the PEC held a one-day conference Ten years on from the Modern 
Slavery Act: Where next for modern slavery law and policy? marking the 10th 
anniversary of the Modern Slavery Act to discuss the state of law and policy 
addressing modern slavery in the UK. 

This landmark event brought together more than 220 people including policymakers,  
lawmakers, people with lived experience of modern slavery, researchers, 
practitioners, businesses and others from across and beyond the modern slavery 
sector. It was the first time the PEC had organised an event on this scale. The 
day comprised a series of panel discussions that brought together high-profile 
speakers on different topics, to assess the UK’s modern slavery response and 
outline priorities for the next decade. Highlights included an opening challenge 
from PEC LEAP member Jane Lasonder, the keynote address by the Minister for 
Safeguarding and Violence Against Women and Girls Jess Phillips MP, ITV News 
anchor Julie Etchingham hosting a Q&A session with the Minister, and a speech 
opening the afternoon session by the Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner. 
The conference was reported on in national and industry press. 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/jess-phillips-government-keir-starmer-europe-slavery-b2709506.html
https://esginvestor.net/modern-slaverys-accountability-gap/
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Participants at the event gave very positive feedback, and commented on the 
thought-provoking and well-structured agenda. 93% of those who provided 
feedback rated the conference overall as either 4/5 or 5/5, and 95% of 
respondents said that the event either met or exceeded their expectations. 
Participants valued the convening role that PEC is able to play, and the calibre and 
profile of the speakers and panel members was viewed as demonstrating how 
highly PEC are regarded and their unique position as a convenor. 

Members of the Lived Experience Advisory Panel were engaged in all elements of 
planning and delivery including as panel members and speakers. This was noted 
by participants as having added particular value, not only in communicating their 
expertise but also in demonstrating how to meaningfully engage people with lived 
experience in a way that is not tokenistic. One policymaker reported that seeing 
lived experience embedded throughout in a meaningful way motivated them to 
prioritise strengthening such engagement in their own work.

i
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Annex A: Theory of change 

Inputs

Contextual 
factors

2030
onwards

Vision / impact A world where everyone is protected from exploitation by more effective laws and policies, informed by evidence

Long-term outcomes 1. Enhance understanding of modern slavery
2. UK laws, policies and practices to prevent and address modern slavery are implemented more effectively

Funding
PEC internal 

team
Robust governance 
and expert advice: 
Advisory Council

Staff and expertise 
within PEC 

collaborative 
partnership

Networks
EDi across all 

PEC work

Political 
environment

Legal and 
regulatory 
framework

Public narrative

Availability of 
data and 

information on 
modern slavery

Adequate 
research 

resources: time, 
funding etc

Wider sector 
activities and 

networks

Capacity and 
will of 

stakeholders 
to participate

Equitable 
relationships 

between groups 
involved

Activities

15. Understanding and 
influence policy 

priorities through 
regular, sustained and 
trusted engagement 
with those we seek to 

influence

16. Identify impactful 
evidence needs and 

address with research, 
analysis and synthesis 
in line with PEC values 

of effectiveness, equity 
and survivor inclusion

17. Increase awareness 
of, and engagement 

with, research findings, 
policy recommendations 

and collaborative work 
among key audiences 

through a range of 
channels

18. Actively and 
impactfully embed 

lived experience 
engagement / 

expertise across all 
PEC work

19. Pursue and advocate 
for purposeful 

opportunities for people 
with lived experience to 
meaningfully engage in 

research/policy 
development

21. Implement an 
MEL strategy that 

effectively 
demonstrates the 
PEC’s impact and 

learning

22. STRETCH Expand 
engagement with 

actors with the 
capability, motivation 

and opportunity to 
influence laws and 
policies on modern 

slavery

20. Facilitate 
collaboration between 
stakeholders through 
events, while sharing 

learning from the PEC’s 
work to build knowledge 

and capacity in the 
modern slavery sector

Outputs

8. Research and analysis that 
is relevant, timely, trustworthy 
and in line with PEC values of 

effectiveness, equity and 
survivor inclusion, accessible 
to those we seek to influence

9. Research is co-designed 
and co-produced with both 

those who use it, and people 
with lived experience of 

modern slavery

10. Inclusive and diverse 
stakeholder network 

established that is 
increasingly aware of and 

engaged in the PEC’s work

11. Learning about 
policy-impactful research 

is actively shared

12. Insights on survivor 
inclusion are actively 
shared to strengthen 

awareness and 
understanding among 

relevant groups

13. STRETCH PEC 
research and analysis is 
accessible including to 

people and communities 
affected by modern 

slavery

Short-term outcomes
3. Policymakers, lawmakers, 

businesses and practitioners 
increasingly use evidence and 

analysis in their work

4. Policymakers, lawmakers, 
businesses and practitioners 

increasingly know about, 
access, and understand 

evidence and analysis

5. Portfolio of high-quality 
research informs on and fills gaps 

in evidence and knowledge, and 
produces evidence-based 

recommendations

6. More powerful insights into the 
expertise and perspectives of 

people with lived experience of 
modern slavery in embedded into 

research, policies, practice and laws

7. Collaboration is amplified 
in research and policy to 
more effectively address 

modern slavery

2024 - 
2030

2024 – 
2027
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Annex B: Our research and policy priorities 2025-27

Our main research and policy priorities covering the period from now until April 2027 are summarised below. These cover 
research and policy work that we plan to do during that period as well as work that is already under way. 

These priorities were developed following extensive consultation with our key policy partners and other key stakeholders, 
assessing the rapidly changing UK policy landscape (adhering to our principles for policy impact of relevance, timeliness, 
trustworthiness and accessibility) and building on findings from our portfolio of research. They were also co-produced with lived 
experience experts from our Lived Experience Engagement Team and the Lived Experience Advisory Panel, who have played a 
critical role in the consultation process, including leading sessions with policymakers. 

These priorities also reflect the way in which the PEC works in its current phase, producing more research in-house from within 
our collaborative research partnership (the Universities of Oxford, Liverpool and Hull, together with one Independent Research 
Organisation, the Bingham Centre), with fewer projects funded through open calls, allowing for greater agility in responding to a 
rapidly changing policy environment. We will keep our priorities under constant review to ensure that we are able to respond to any 
significant changes in the policy environment. 
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Strategic and other cross-cutting work
Providing evidence-informed recommendations to improve the strategic legal and policy 
response to modern slavery at national and local level

•	 A PEC Policy Report setting out recommendations on a new Bill on modern slavery, which will consider how the UK’s legal 
framework could be strengthened and grounded in its human rights obligations.

•	 Research on labour exploitation to inform the legal and policy response across several domains (labour law, criminal law, 
immigration law, supply chain regulation and international trade policy). This research stream investigates the coherence 
between these multiple legal regimes in how they affect labour exploitation and the role of human rights law in governing 
States’ responses to labour exploitation, both at home and in global supply chains. It analyses in particular the impact of 
immigration regulation on labour exploitation in both a negative sense (the criminalisation of migration and migrant labour, 
restrictions on freedom of exit, and how breaches of immigration law circumscribe an individual’s enjoyment of labour rights) 
and positive sense (embedding safeguards against labour exploitation in visa regimes, the design of the Fair Work Agency 
and its relationship with the National Referral Mechanism and Immigration Enforcement). This enquiry includes historical, 
conceptual and legal analysis, empirical study, as well as comparative analysis of selected jurisdictions. 

•	 Undertake pilot work in Oxfordshire to map local anti-slavery initiatives, including the role and capacity of relevant local 
authorities as well as the nature and function of anti-slavery partnerships or collaborations to inform wider work on the role 
of regional and local authorities. 

Providing new insight into the scale and nature of modern slavery across the UK
•	 Ongoing analysis of National Referral Mechanism (NRM) statistics to provide new insight into patterns of exploitation and 

how the system is operating, to drive the policy and operational response. 

•	 A study examining complex patterns of child exploitation in an English semi-rural county to determine offender profiles, 
victim demographics and environmental risks

•	 Research into the scale and nature of recruitment and exploitation that takes place online, to inform the ongoing 
implementation of the UK’s Online Safety Act.
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Supporting policymakers and researchers to meaningfully and ethically involve the 
perspectives of people with lived experience of modern slavery

•	 Practical and accessible guidance on ethics in modern slavery research, for researchers, funders, and people with lived 
experience building on PEC’s previous research. 

•	 A Survivor Payments Toolkit, digitally available, to provide information on remuneration for people with lived experience and 
organisations seeking to work with lived experience experts. 

•	 An ongoing series of roundtables with officials and Ministers to inform specific government policies, for example to inform 
the Home Office’s planned consultation on improving identification methods for victims of modern slavery

Prevention

Building the evidence base on the effectiveness of prevention approaches and 
interventions

•	 Evidence on the effectiveness of interventions to prevent modern slavery before it happens or at early stages. 

•	 Evidence on the effectiveness of interventions to prevent re-trafficking. 

•	 Evidence on the variety, benefits and efficacy of upstream prevention interventions, informed by an international network 
including experts with lived experience.

https://www.modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/evaluation-of-practices-and-methods-to-ensure-the-appropriateness-of-research-ethics-in-modern-slavery-research
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Improving understanding of the risk factors for modern slavery, to inform the legal and 
policy response to modern slavery and linked policy agendas

•	 Research on the intersection of modern slavery and homelessness in the UK, to inform both modern slavery and 
homelessness policies. 

•	 Exploring the evidence base on risks of modern slavery in the construction sector in the UK, to provide evidence relevant 
for policy ambitions to increase the scale of housebuilding and in the design of the Fair Work Agency. 

•	 A synthesis of existing research on risk factors for modern slavery and re-exploitation as an overview of evidence in the area. 

Supporting policymakers to put prevention principles into practice 
•	 Supporting strategic use of the ‘BETR prevention’ framework (Before, Early, Treat, prevent Re-trafficking) developed in 

previous PEC research. 

Legal enforcement

Building the evidence base on outcomes for survivors in the criminal justice response to 
modern slavery

•	 Evidence on the needs, expectations and challenges faced by people with lived experience of modern slavery in engaging 
with the criminal justice system, and what a successful criminal justice outcome looks like from the perspectives of people 
with lived experience.

•	 Research exploring how financial investigations could enable modern slavery prosecutions while reducing the often-
burdensome reliance on survivor evidence

•	 Research into compensation for survivors of modern slavery, exploring how existing policies could be improved to take a 
more trauma-informed approach to promote redress for survivors. 

https://www.modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/navigating-homelessness-challenges-faced-by-survivors-of-modern-slavery
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/modern-slavery-risks-in-the-uk-construction-sector
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/prevention-what-works
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/prosecutions-modern-slavery-act
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Improving evidence on the operation of the non-punishment principle for people affected 
by modern slavery to inform legislative and practical improvements

•	 Research to explore the application of the statutory defence in practice, to inform improvements to how it operates, which 
will build on the PEC’s previous research into the statutory defence in the Modern Slavery Act. 

•	 An expert roundtable to explore use and understanding of the non-punishment principle in Northern Ireland, including the 
operation of the statutory defence available in NI legislation.

Improving understanding of the use and effectiveness of the Modern Slavery Act’s ancillary 
orders to inform legislative and practical improvements

•	 Research into the use and effectiveness of Slavery and Trafficking Prevention Orders, Slavery and Trafficking Risk Orders 
and Reparation Orders, including what is currently known about their use, their strengths and weaknesses and alternative 
methods of redress other than conviction which will inform recommendations for legislative and policy change.

Survivor identification and support

Improving understanding of child trafficking and child exploitation across the UK to inform 
the legal and policy response 

•	 Research exploring definitions of child trafficking and child exploitation in the UK and how this impacts the response, to 
inform the Home Office’s planned reforms to the identification system. 

•	 Supporting a convening of experts to bring together key insights for policymakers emerging from recent research on child 
trafficking and exploitation.

•	 A PEC Policy Report exploring the implications of the creation of a new criminal offence of child criminal exploitation in the 
Crime and Policing Bill. 

https://www.modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/definitions-of-child-exploitation
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Informing the reform of the UK’s modern slavery identification and support system for 
modern slavery (the National Referral Mechanism) through evidence

•	 Inform the Home Office’s planned consultation on improving identification methods for victims of modern slavery 

•	 Research exploring the effectiveness of different models of safehouses for survivors of modern slavery, across the UK. 

•	 Exploring the effectiveness of digital support for survivors, and issues around digital inclusion, convening experts to build 
on previous PEC research.

Business and supply chains

Building the evidence base on the effectiveness of different approaches to addressing 
modern slavery in supply chains, focused on impacts on workers 

•	 Synthesising evidence on the effectiveness of worker driven approaches for addressing modern slavery.

•	 Exploring what methods could be used to measure the impacts of regulatory measures (such as mandatory human rights 
due diligence laws) on workers on the ground, to inform possible future empirical work.

Informing the business response to modern slavery in supply chains through evidence 
•	 Convening expert roundtables to discuss directly with business aspects of their response to modern slavery 

•	 Synthesising evidence on best practice in remediation in business supply chains. 

Improving the effectiveness of public procurement as a lever for addressing modern 
slavery in supply chains 
Refreshing evidence synthesis on the effectiveness of public procurement in addressing modern slavery, to inform the ongoing 
implementation of the Procurement Act 2

https://www.modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/safe-houses-for-modern-slavery-survivors
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/public-procurement
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Annex C: list of funded projects, PEC analysis  
and outputs

Project type Title Date of publication 

Consortium 
project 

 

Interactive workshops for regional partnerships Oct-20 

Effectiveness of Section 54 of the Modern Slavery Act Mar-21 

The top 20 source countries for modern slavery in the UK Apr-21 

Access to legal advice and representation for survivors of modern slavery in England May-21 

Data for investor action on modern slavery Jun-21 

Evidence review on operation of the section 45 statutory defence Apr-22 

Open call: impact 
of Covid-19 on 
modern slavery 

 

Impacts of Covid-19 on displaced agricultural workers in the Middle East May-21 

Impacts of Covid-19 on human trafficking in Sudan May-21 

Forced labour in the Malaysian medical gloves supply chain Jun-21 

Good practice in protecting people from modern slavery during the Covid-19 pandemic Jun-21 

The unequal impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on global garment supply chains Jun-21 

Impact of Covid-19 on management of supply chains Jul-21 

Impact of Covid-19 on Romanian and Bulgarian workers in UK agriculture Jul-21 

Building local resilience to modern slavery in Kenya and Senegal after Covid-19 Oct-21 

Preventing exploitation of women in Bangladesh garment industry Jan-22 

Impact of Covid-19 on Indian fashion supply chains Apr-22 

Impact of Covid-19 on informal workplaces in the UK Dec-22 

https://modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/interactive-workshops
https://modernslaverypec.org/resources/tisc-effectiveness
https://modernslaverypec.org/resources/top-20-source-countries-international
https://modernslaverypec.org/resources/access-legal-advice
https://modernslaverypec.org/resources/investors-data
https://modernslaverypec.org/resources/section-45-modern-slavery-act-review
https://modernslaverypec.org/resources/precarious-labour-under-lockdown
https://modernslaverypec.org/resources/impacts-of-covid-19-on-human-trafficking-in-sudan
https://modernslaverypec.org/resources/forced-labour-malaysia-medical-gloves
https://modernslaverypec.org/resources/good-practice-modern-slavery-pandemic
https://modernslaverypec.org/resources/covid-global-garment-supply-chains
https://modernslaverypec.org/resources/supply-chain-management-covid
https://modernslaverypec.org/resources/covid-romanian-bulgarian-workers-agriculture
https://modernslaverypec.org/resources/sengal-kenya-resilience-covid
https://modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/preventing-exploitation-of-women-in-bangladesh-garment-industry
https://modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/impact-of-covid-19-on-indian-fashion-supply-chains
https://modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/impact-of-covid-19-on-uks-informal-economy
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Project type Title Date of publication 

Open call: Victim 
and survivor 
recovery 

 

Improving support for British survivors of modern slavery Sep-22 

Outcomes for young people with lived experience of modern slavery Oct-22 

Core outcomes for adult survivors of modern slavery Feb-23 

Mental wellbeing for survivors of modern slavery Jul-23 

Scotland: survivor-informed support for trafficked children Jul-23 

Responsive 
research 

 

Consumer attitudes towards modern slavery Oct-21 

What does or could work to prevent modern slavery in the UK? Mar-22 

How businesses can establish visibility and influence over long and complex supply chains Nov-22 

Survivors’ experiences of accessing legal advice, and impact on recovery and outcomes Jan-23 

Evaluation of the provision of distributed technology to adults accessing NRM support Jun-23 

Improving EDI in modern slavery research Jul-23 

Improving the identification of adults who have lived experience of modern slavery in the UK Feb-24 

Research assessing the modern slavery impacts of the Nationality and Borders Act 2022, one year on Aug-24 

External funding 

 

Assessing the case for a global commission on modern slavery Jul-22 

Survivor involvement in international development policy and programmes Nov-22 

Financial markets and modern slavery Oct-23 

https://modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/support-british-survivors
https://modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/children-outcomes
https://modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/core-outcome-set
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/placing-survivor-wellbeing-on-the-policy-and-evidence-map
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/trafficked-children-scotland
https://modernslaverypec.org/resources/consumer-attitudes
https://modernslaverypec.org/resources/prevention-what-works
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/long-supply-chains
https://modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/lack-access-legal-advice
https://modernslaverypec.org/resources/technology-survivors
https://modernslaverypec.org/resources/edi-modern-slavery-research
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/identification-modern-slavery-survivors
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/impact-naba
https://modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/global-commission
https://modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/survivor-engagement-international-programming
https://modernslaverypec.org/resources/financial-markets-modern-slavery
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Project type Title Date of publication 

Policy Briefs 

 

PEC Policy Brief on Covid-19’s impact on identification of modern slavery cases in the UK Mar-21 

PEC Policy Brief on Modern Slavery and International Development Apr-21 

PEC Policy Brief on Effectiveness of Forced Labour Import Bans Jul-21 

PEC Policy Brief on UK Government Modern Slavery Strategy Review Nov-21 

PEC Policy Brief on Impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on modern slavery Nov-21 

Policy briefing analysing the evidence base on the effectiveness of public procurement measures in 
addressing modern slavery 

Nov-22 

PEC Policy Brief on Public procurement – key for addressing modern slavery in supply chains? Nov-22 

Explainer: Modern slavery clauses in Illegal Migration Bill Mar-23 

Survivor support Based on the Modern Slavery PEC funded research portfolio Nov-23 

Legal analysis of the Rwanda Treaty and the Safety of Rwanda Bill Jan-24 

PEC Policy Brief on Effectiveness of mandatory Human Rights and Environmental Due Diligence 
legislation 

Mar-24 

Briefing on Priorities for IASC Strategic Plan Apr-24 

Modern slavery policy in the UK: priorities for the UK Government Oct-24 

Policy briefing outlining how to make the modern slavery measures in UK Immigration law compatible 
with human rights. 

Jan-25 

Policy briefing on the effectiveness of forced labour import bans in addressing modern slavery in 
global supply chains. 

Feb-25 

The creation of a Child Criminal Exploitation Criminal Offence Jul-25 

https://modernslaverypec.org/resources/impact-covid-identification-modern-slavery-uk-2020
https://modernslaverypec.org/resources/modern-slavery-international-development
https://modernslaverypec.org/resources/forced-labour-import-bans
https://modernslaverypec.org/resources/modern-slavery-strategy-briefing
https://modernslaverypec.org/resources/covid-modern-slavery
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/public-procurement
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/public-procurement
https://modernslaverypec.org/latest/public-procurement-modern-slavery
https://modernslaverypec.org/resources/migration-bill-explainer
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/survivor-support
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/rwanda-analysis
https://modernslaverypec.org/resources/updated-mhredd
https://modernslaverypec.org/resources/updated-mhredd
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/briefing-priorities-for-independent-anti-slavery-commissioners-strategic-plan
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/modern-slavery-policy-in-the-uk-priorities-for-the-uk-government
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/restoring-modern-slavery-protections-in-uk-immigration-law
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/restoring-modern-slavery-protections-in-uk-immigration-law
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/forced-labour-import-bans-2025
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/forced-labour-import-bans-2025
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/child-criminal-exploitation-criminal-offence
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Project type Title Date of publication 

Submissions and 
responses to 
calls for evidence 

 

PEC submission on international development strategy Sep-21 

PEC submission to JCHR on the Nationality and Borders Bill Nov-21 

Submission to UK government on the review of the 2014 modern slavery strategy Nov-21 

PEC submission to Labour Market Enforcement Strategy 2023 to 2024: call for evidence Jun-22 

Submission of evidence to JCHR human rights of asylum seekers inquiry Dec-22 

Submission to JCHR Human Rights at Work March-23 

Submission of evidence to JCHR on Illegal Migration Bill Apr-23 

Scotland Human Trafficking & Exploitation Strategy Review submission Apr-23 

Submission of Evidence to the Home Affairs Committee Human Trafficking Inquiry Jun-23 

FCDO international white paper Sep-23 

Submission to the Senate Legal and Constitutional Affairs Legislation Committee: Inquiry into the 
Modern Slavery Amendment (Australian Anti-Slavery Commissioner) Bill 2023 

Jan-24 

Submission to the Independent Chief Inspector of UK Borders and Immigration in response to call for 
evidence for its inspection of the IECA 

Feb-24 

Submission of evidence to House of Lords Modern Slavery 2015 Committee Mar-24 

Submission to call for evidence for Labour Market Enforcement Strategy 2025 - 2026 Dec-24 

Submission to Joint Committee on Human Rights Inquiry on Forced Labour in UK Supply Chains Feb-25 

Submission to the Joint Committee on Human Rights’ call for evidence to inform its legislative scrutiny 
of the Border Security, Asylum and Immigration Bill 

Apr-25 

https://modernslaverypec.org/resources/fcdo-call-evidence
https://modernslaverypec.org/resources/submission-nationality-borders-bill
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/modern-slavery-strategy-briefing
https://modernslaverypec.org/resources/labour-market-enforcement-strategy-submission
https://modernslaverypec.org/resources/submission-of-evidence-to-jchr-human-rights-and-asylum-seeker-inquiry
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/119702/pdf/
https://modernslaverypec.org/resources/submission-of-evidence-to-jchr-on-illegal-migration-bill
https://modernslaverypec.org/resources/scotland-human-trafficking-exploitation-strategy-review-submission
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/119399/pdf/
https://www.gov.uk/government/calls-for-evidence/uk-international-development-white-paper-call-for-evidence/summary-of-responses-uk-international-development-white-paper-call-for-evidence
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/joint-committee-on-human-rights-inquiry-forced-labour-in-uk-supply-chains
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/140293/pdf/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/140293/pdf/
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Project type Title Date of publication 

 Open call: Links 
between modern 
slavery and wider 
laws + policies 

 

Prevention of Modern Slavery within Sex Work: the role of Adult Services Websites Oct-23 

Survivors of Modern Slavery in Prisons: The Blind Spot of the UK Anti-Slavery Regime Nov-23 

UK agriculture and care visas: worker exploitation and obstacles to redress Mar-24 

Harnessing UK trade and investment to address Indo-Pacific modern slavery risks May-24 

Trafficking and exploitation of children and young people with SEND in England and Wales. Jul-24 

Open call: links 
between climate 
change and 
modern slavery

Climate change and modern slavery in public procurement. Intersecting sustainabilities: Protecting 
both people and planet in supply chains 

Jan-24 

Integrating policies addressing modern slavery and climate change Feb-24 

Uyghur forced labour: respecting rights in renewable energy Jan-24 

Open call: 
Prevention 

Open call: data 
science 

Prevention and identification of children and young adults experiencing, or at risk of, modern slavery in 
the UK (desk- based) 

Feb-24 

Report on cultural influences and cultural competency in the prevention and protection of survivors of 
modern slavery: insights from the UK and Albania 

Feb-24 

Uncovering the Hidden Dangers: The Risk of Human Trafficking for Unaccompanied Asylum-Seeking 
and Refugee Children in Home Office-Operated Hotels (Brighton and Hove) 

Jul-24 

Cultural Competency in the UK response to modern slavery Aug-24 

Improving early identification of children with SEND at risk of modern slavery Nov-24 

Ethical AI technology to improve survivor support and UK policy Jul-24 

PEC research 
fellowship 

Assessing the impact of support for children with lived experience of  
 modern slavery in the UK 

Mar-24 

https://modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/adult-service-websites
https://modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/modern-slavery-uk-prisons
https://modernslaverypec.org/resources/uk-agriculture-care-visas-vulnerability-exploitation
https://modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/uk-trade-investment
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/children-special-needs-disabilities
https://modernslaverypec.org/resources/climate-change-modern-slavery-public-procurement
https://modernslaverypec.org/resources/climate-change-modern-slavery-public-procurement
https://modernslaverypec.org/resources/integrating-policies-modern-slavery-climate-change
https://modernslaverypec.org/resources/uyghur-forced-labour-green-technology
https://modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/prevention-identification-children-young-adults-experiencing-modern-slavery
https://modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/prevention-identification-children-young-adults-experiencing-modern-slavery
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/cultural-competency-modern-slavery-prevention-albania
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/cultural-competency-modern-slavery-prevention-albania
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/trafficking-risks-unaccompanied-children-home-office-operated-hotels
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/trafficking-risks-unaccompanied-children-home-office-operated-hotels
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/cultural-competency-responses-modern-slavery
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/improving-early-identification-of-children-with-send-at-risk-of-modern-slavery
https://modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/restart
https://modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/fellowship-support-for-children-with-lived-experience-of-modern-slavery
https://modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/fellowship-support-for-children-with-lived-experience-of-modern-slavery
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Project type Title Date of publication 

Commissioned 
Research 

 

Communicating modern slavery in the UK Jul-24 

Legal analysis of Section 63 of the Nationality and Borders Act Aug-24 

Ethics in modern slavery research Dec-24

Identifying Modern Slavery and Human Trafficking in the Context of Child Criminal Exploitation in 
Northern Ireland 

Jun-25 

More than words: how definitions impact on the UK’s response to child trafficking Jul-25 

Follow on funding for ethics in modern slavery research: Creating accessible guidance on ethics in 
modern slavery research 

Dec-25 

Modern Slavery PEC and IOM-UK collaboration on statistical analysis of National Referral Mechanism 
data - to produce three bespoke briefings 

Nov-25 to Jan-26 

Improving understanding of safehouses models in the UK Expected January 
2026 

Modern Slavery Risks in the UK Construction Sector – housebuilding Oct-25 

The intersection of modern slavery and homelessness in the UK Expected January 
2026 

Journal articles Mind the Gap(s)? Evidence and UK Policymaking on Human Trafficking and Modern Slavery Feb-24 

Synthesis 
reviews 

Synthesis of Modern Slavery PEC-funded projects focused on adult exploitation Nov-24 

Synthesis of Modern Slavery PEC-funded projects focused on child exploitation Dec-24 

PEC Lived 
Experience 
Advisory Panel 
(LEAP)-led 
output 

Survivor Payments Toolkit Expected 2026 

https://www.modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/communicating-modern-slavery
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/legal-analysis-of-section-63-of-the-nationality-and-borders-act
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/ethics-in-modern-slavery-research
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/identifying-child-criminal-exploitation-northern-ireland
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/identifying-child-criminal-exploitation-northern-ireland
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/definitions-of-child-exploitation
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/safe-houses-for-modern-slavery-survivors
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/modern-slavery-risks-in-the-uk-construction-sector
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/navigating-homelessness-challenges-faced-by-survivors-of-modern-slavery
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/23322705.2024.2303257
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/prevention-adult-synthesis
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/prevention-of-child-trafficking-in-pec-funded-research
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Project type Title Date of publication 

Open call: 
Prevention 
Before/Early and 
Re-trafficking 

Evaluating the effectiveness of the Employer Pays Principle Expected March 
2026 

Evaluation of the Sophie Hayes Foundation Employability Programme  Expected March 
2026 

Modern Slavery 
PEC Co-
Investigator 
Programmes of 
Work 

 

University of Hull programme of work: Barriers to prosecutions and convictions under the Modern 
Slavery Act 2015

May -25

University of Hull programme of work: Complex patterns of child exploitation Expected 
December 2025

Bingham Centre programme of work: Modern slavery in business supply chains Multiple outputs 
expected to March 

2026 

Bonavero Institute, University of Oxford programme of work: Labour exploitation in international and UK 
law 

Multiple outputs 
expected to March 

2026 

University of Hull programme of work: legal enforcement of modern slavery Multiple outputs 
expected to March 

2026 

University of Liverpool programme of work: prevention, ethics and international development Multiple outputs 
expected to March 

2026

https://www.modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/preventing-debt-bondage-in-healthcare-supply-chains
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/readiness-to-work-as-prevention-of-re-trafficking
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/prosecutions-modern-slavery-act
https://www.modernslaverypec.org/resources/prosecutions-modern-slavery-act
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	Introduction 
	The shared goal of a world where people are protected from modern slavery by effective, evidence-based laws and policies is as relevant today as it was two years ago, when we last published a report on the impact that the Modern Slavery and Human Rights Policy and Evidence Centre had had. 
	Since then, the Modern Slavery PEC has seen significant changes: we have evolved our consortium structure and moved to become part of our new host, Oxford University. We are grateful to them for the warm welcome they have given us and excited by the opportunities to further our work in collaboration with our lead partner, the Bonavero Institute of Human Rights, as well as many other teams across the University. As part of a new structure that has positioned the PEC to more flexibly respond to emerging evide
	Throughout this period of change, we have continued to deliver our core work, striving to bridge the divide between modern slavery academic research and those who use that research to inform their decisions, especially in the development and implementation of law and policy. We have also continued our drive to support the meaningful engagement of people who have been directly affected by modern slavery in our research. This is not only the right thing to do but, as our work has shown, vital to ensure eviden
	We remain committed to developing innovative approaches to funding and co-creating research, as well as improving our understanding of how best to translate that research into tightly focused, accessible and relevant recommendations that can lead to real changes in policy and practice. Our recent research projects co-commissioned with the Northern Ireland Department of Justice and with the UK Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner, respectively, are just two examples.
	 

	In this report, we have emphasised achievements and developments since our last impact report was published (which covered the period 2019-22), but aggregate figures and overall findings take in the whole of the Modern Slavery PEC’s life so far, from our foundation in 2019 through to 2025. That includes a particular focus on the first year of our work as part of Oxford University (2024-25). If you would like to learn more of the detail of the first three years of the PEC’s work, I encourage you to refer to 
	 
	impact
	impact
	 report


	We hope you find this report useful. We remain committed to being open and reflexive about our work, and to striving for constant improvement through learning both from our own experience and from feedback that our close collaborators share with us. If you would like to share any suggestions or feedback with us, including on how we can continue to increase our impact in future, please do not hesitate to get in touch. All contact details are available on our website: . 
	modernslaverypec.org
	modernslaverypec.org


	Murray HuntDirector
	 
	 

	Who we are and why we exist 
	The Modern Slavery and Human Rights Policy and Evidence Centre (PEC / the Centre) at the University of Oxford exists to enhance understanding of modern slavery and transform the effectiveness of laws, policies and practices designed to address it. The Centre funds and co-produces high quality research with a focus on policy impact, and brings together academics, policymakers, businesses, civil society and survivors to collaborate on solving this global challenge.
	Hosted by the  at the , the Centre is a consortium consisting of the  at the University of Hull, the , the  at the University of Oxford, and the  (part of the ). The Modern Slavery and Human Rights PEC is funded and actively supported by the  on behalf of  (UKRI).
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	Read more about the Modern Slavery PEC at .
	modernslaverypec
	modernslaverypec
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	org


	The Modern Slavery PEC’s vision is a world where everyone is protected from exploitation by effective laws and policies, informed by evidence. 
	Our mission is to enhance understanding of modern slavery and transform the effectiveness of laws policies and practices designed to address it. 
	How we work and measure our impact 
	 

	What we do
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Research and policy: We produce high quality research, evidence and analysis, with a focus on informing policy change.

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Bringing people together: We bring together people working to address modern slavery, from academics to policymakers, civil society, survivors and businesses to generate new connections and innovative solutions. For example, we connect researchers, survivors and policymakers for each research project.
	 
	 
	 


	• 
	• 
	• 

	Survivor inclusion: We’re working hard to meaningfully engage lived experience experts in research and at policymaking tables.

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Human rights focus: Protecting the essential rights, freedoms and dignity of people affected by modern slavery is at the heart of our work.


	In 2024 we undertook a wide-ranging exercise to refresh our research and policy priorities and a light touch exercise to refresh our theory of change in light of the changed political context, the Centre’s learning to date and move to the University of Oxford (please see Annexes A and B below). 
	The Centre has five short-term outcomes in our refreshed theory of change (see ) which we are working towards and against which we will measure the impact of our work: 
	 
	Annex
	Annex
	 A


	1. 
	1. 
	1. 
	1. 

	Policymakers, lawmakers, businesses and practitioners increasingly know about, access, and understand evidence and analysis 

	2. 
	2. 
	2. 

	Policymakers, lawmakers, businesses and practitioners increasingly use evidence and analysis in their work

	3. 
	3. 
	3. 

	A portfolio of high-quality research informs on and fills gaps in evidence and knowledge, and produces evidence-based recommendations

	4. 
	4. 
	4. 

	More powerful insights into the expertise and perspectives of people with lived experience of modern slavery is embedded into research, policies, practice and laws

	5. 
	5. 
	5. 

	Collaboration is amplified in research and policy to more effectively address modern slavery


	We are committed to continuous improvement and ongoing measurement and assessment of our impact to inform how we work. Our theory of change recognises that our work relies on engagement with other stakeholders and is impacted by several contextual factors, and that individual activities and outputs contribute to these short-term outcomes in different ways and to different extents. 
	 

	This report summarises the Modern Slavery PEC’s approach to impact since its inception, sets out key learnings to date and shares key impact highlights from its first year as part of the University of Oxford. The report is based on a range of qualitative and quantitative data collected by the Centre, including surveys, 11 interviews with stakeholders including policymakers and funded research teams, internal feedback sessions, case studies, and website and social media evaluation statistics. 
	 
	1
	1

	1. We are grateful to Maya Sethi and Lucy Brealey, independent monitoring and evaluation consultants, for their support with producing this report.
	1. We are grateful to Maya Sethi and Lucy Brealey, independent monitoring and evaluation consultants, for their support with producing this report.


	Our impact – feedback from others
	 

	The Modern Slavery PEC holds a unique position within the modern slavery sector, acting as a research funder, knowledge broker, convenor of stakeholders and producer of expert analysis, with policy impact at its core. Both policymakers and researchers funded by the PEC reported that they value the role that the Centre can play in linking all sides of the sector. Key stakeholders consistently reported that the PEC produces high quality research that addresses evidence gaps in the policy landscape. 
	Consistent engagement with policymakers and wider networks enables the Centre to continuously identify evidence gaps and means that it is also able to signpost policymakers to existing research and connect decision makers with researchers. 
	“By having a very wide approach to modern slavery and commissioning projects in different areas they are able to have an academic oversight of the issue. What the PEC is able to do is take a high level strategic overview of modern slavery from a research academic perspective. The niche they fill is the strategic coordinating voice.” 
	 
	Policymaker

	The independence of the PEC was viewed by policymakers in both central government and the devolved nations as a key factor behind the strong relationships they have established. 
	“I feel that [the] PEC is an objective point for us to check in with. They don’t push a particular agenda or have a particular need to convey specific things or get us to change things or do things their way. I genuinely feel that they are professional and objective and how they work in the sphere and that is something I really appreciate. That is what makes them stand out. The way that they interact with stakeholders – they are such calm and facilitating people. Their whole aim is [to get] people to networ
	 
	 
	Policymaker

	Researchers interviewed for this report commented on the PEC’s collaborative approach to research and felt that the PEC had increased the policy influence of their research through their ability to identify evidence gaps where there is a policy need, and address them through their funded research. The Centre’s connections with policymakers and wider networks means that they are able to identify and base their research calls on areas where decision makers are seeking more evidence leading to an increased lik
	“If you want to achieve [the] gold standard of being taking seriously with findings [you] need academic backing and governance of the research project. That has been one of the most valuable things got from working with PEC – validation that the findings are robust.” 
	 
	NGO representative

	“PEC can have a research agenda based on what is needed in practice rather than open call like most research bodies.” 
	 
	Academic

	“As a funder they provide more than the money – they support us to create good quality research but also impact and policy influence.” 
	 
	Academic

	Both academics and policymakers have noted that PEC’s research principles of effectiveness, equity and survivor engagement come through in their work, with many commenting on the strong evidence of survivor engagement in PEC’s research. 
	“Every aspect of support was carefully thought through and extremely beneficial. There was an excellent balance between proactively offering support and respecting the autonomy of the research project team.” 
	 
	Research team survey respondent

	The Modern Slavery PEC’S unique role has also been cited by actors who influence modern slavery policy both in the UK and internationally. 
	For example, in the 2025 Home Office Modern Slavery Action Plan, which sets out the strategic approach for the next financial year, the PEC has been identified as one of its key partners in delivering action in relation to its first pillar. This pillar is centred around the need to develop an approach to prevention, particularly when collaborating with government, to better understand ‘what works’ in terms of prevention and early intervention and to embed the work into broader Government programmes and miss
	The  makes reference to her engagement with PEC’s Lived Experience Advisory Panel during the development of her Strategic Plan and the regular meetings her office has with the Centre to discuss research and data priorities. In recognition of shared interests in exploring the role and use of child exploitation definitions in how children are identified, supported and protected in the UK, we co-commissioned research led by ECPAT UK into , and the project benefited significantly from the IASC office’s insights
	Independent
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	 (
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	Moreover, since the Centre moved to Oxford in April 2024, it has continued to receive international recognition, including in the , which recognised the Centre’s role in improving understanding of how to address trafficking and in developing research to inform policy choices. 
	2024
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	In December 2024, the PEC held a workshop with the Council of Europe’s Group of Experts on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings (GRETA) to coincide with their country visit to the UK, to monitor the UK’s compliance with the Council of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings (ECAT). The workshop brought together PEC co-leads and researchers to discuss themes of central interest for GRETA’s assessment of the UK policy response, particularly on prevention: 
	 

	“The Modern Slavery PEC is a unique centre that has championed research on a wide range of issues related to preventing and combating human trafficking in the United Kingdom and beyond. In the framework of the fourth round of evaluation of the implementation of the Council of Europe Anti-Trafficking Convention by the UK, GRETA (Group of experts on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings) was very pleased to exchange with several researchers from the centre on their work, which is highly valuable to anti-
	 
	Petya Nestorova, Executive Secretary of the Council of Europe Convention on Action against 
	Trafficking in Human Beings

	PEC-funded research  and the PEC-commissioned  were drawn upon by the Council of Europe in the course of its .
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	The Centre’s profile and expertise has also led to a series of co-commissioned research projects with several important actors who make and influence modern slavery policy, including the , the Scottish Government Justice Directorate, and the . 
	Northern
	Northern
	 
	Ireland
	 
	Department
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	Justice

	Office
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	Director
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	PEC-funded research, insight and analysis has informed policies and government ways of working, as well as informing parliamentary debates and scrutiny of government, discussed in more detail below. 
	The Modern Slavery PEC has made significant strides with embedding lived experience engagement across its work and has increasingly strengthened its approach to co-production as demonstrated through the development of trauma-informed practices, speaking engagements and consultations with policymakers. The Modern Slavery PEC’s commitment to survivor inclusion in research has helped academics enhance their ability to engage with lived experience in their work and policymakers have commented on the value of wo
	The PEC’s approach to lived experience engagement has both influenced evidence-based recommendations for policymakers and served as an example of best practice in engaging with people with lived experience to ensure their voice is included and to strengthen policy outputs:
	“The work they have done around lived experience engagement was useful in how we developed our online learning.” 
	 
	Policymaker

	Many of the interviewed stakeholders referred to the PEC’s strength as a convener, forging connections among academics, policymakers, NGOs, practitioners, people with lived experience and businesses. This ability to bring diverse stakeholders together has helped amplify the impact of its research findings. 
	Policy impact 
	Outcomes in theory of change: 
	Policymakers, lawmakers, businesses and practitioners increasingly use evidence and analysis in their work;
	Policymakers, lawmakers, businesses and practitioners increasingly know about, access, and understand evidence and analysis
	Impact on laws, policies and practices addressing modern slavery is at the heart of our work. The Centre aims to influence groups who have the capability, opportunity and motivation to determine or influence policy and law on modern slavery.
	We work to bridge the gap between research and policymaking, increasing knowledge and enhancing access to, understanding of and use of evidence and expert analysis in decision-making.
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	We focus on ensuring that all our research is relevant, timely, trustworthy and accessible to decision-makers

	• 
	• 
	• 

	We translate the evidence produced by our funded teams into practical recommendations and share them with key decision-makers and relevant stakeholders

	• 
	• 
	• 

	We facilitate engagement between research teams and policymakers, practitioners and businesses

	• 
	• 
	• 

	We have established strong collaborative relationships with UK policymakers and international partners


	We approach achieving policy impact in three different ways: 
	 
	2
	2

	2. These categories are drawn from Laura Meagher and David Edward’s identification of five types of impact  2020. We recognise that there are links between these and thus some activities can lead to several types of impact.
	2. These categories are drawn from Laura Meagher and David Edward’s identification of five types of impact  2020. We recognise that there are links between these and thus some activities can lead to several types of impact.
	in 
	 
	‘A framework to evaluate 
	the impacts of research on policy and practice’




	1. 
	1. 
	1. 
	1. 

	Influencing the direct use of evidence in policy decisions, shaping ways of working, and informing both the development of legislation and Parliamentary scrutiny of Government (instrumental impact)

	2. 
	2. 
	2. 

	Supporting policymakers’ access to and understanding of evidence in modern slavery decision-making (conceptual impact)

	3. 
	3. 
	3. 

	Building relationships between policymakers, the Modern Slavery PEC and the wider modern slavery research sector (enduring connectivity)


	Influencing the direct use of evidence in policy decisions, shaping ways of working, and informing both the development of legislation and Parliamentary scrutiny of Government
	3
	3

	3. Instrumental impact as defined by Meagher and Edwards 2020
	3. Instrumental impact as defined by Meagher and Edwards 2020


	The Modern Slavery PEC has built and sustained relationships with policymakers across the UK Government and Devolved Administrations to promote the uptake of evidence and analysis produced and commissioned by the Centre as well as to provide expert insight on policy issues. PEC analysis and funded research has informed and influenced government policy and ways of working, and directly informed Parliamentary debates and inquiries.
	Interviewed policymakers consistently reported that they viewed PEC as one of their primary sources for high-quality evidence to inform their decision making. This has been a two-way interaction with examples of PEC approaching policymakers to identify relevant research gaps and also examples of policymakers approaching PEC with research ideas or for the Centre to signpost them to existing research. 
	“We’ve had really productive conversations about research and developing content. We’ve fed into their research and they’ve fed into our research as well.” 
	 
	Policymaker

	“They’re always consistently my first port of call when looking for research papers on a particular topic.”
	 
	Policymaker

	A Policymaker interviewed described PEC as a ‘Tier 1 evidence partner’ and one of their go-to sources for robust evidence to inform their decision making, describing how they are:
	“…keen to use evidence from the PEC to inform…recommendations…to the government.” 
	 
	Policymaker

	The PEC has strong active relationships with UK policymakers in both national government and the Devolved Administrations, influencing their ways of working and policy development. Policymakers reported consistently that the PEC’s collaborative and flexible working style has meant that they are viewed as a key partner. One reported that they really value the fact that PEC understands the constraints they are under and how long things can take in government. 
	Active engagement with policymakers has included the involvement of members of the Lived Experience Advisory Panel, which has been viewed as particularly valuable and beneficial. Policymakers commented on how it was likely to influence their approach to survivor engagement in the future (see  section for further information).
	Lived experience 
	Lived experience 
	engagement


	Informing the development of strategies and policies 
	PEC-funded evidence and analysis has directly informed a number of government strategies in its first year being led by the University of Oxford.
	In early October 2024, the Centre published a significant policy report on  which was discussed with the Safeguarding Minister and officials in the UK Government. It drew on the previous four years of PEC-funded research and evidence to make a series of actionable recommendations on modern slavery for the new Government’s first year. All Co-leads and the PEC’s LEAP contributed to an expert review of the report.
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	In the 2025 Home Office Modern Slavery Action Plan, which sets out the strategic approach for the next financial year, the PEC has been identified as one of its key partners in delivering action in relation to its first pillar. This pillar is centred around the need to develop an approach to prevention, particularly when collaborating with government to better understand ‘what works’ in terms of prevention and early intervention and to embed the work into broader Government programmes and missions. This is 
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	PEC-funded research on  was shared with the Office of the Director of Labour Market Enforcement (ODLME) within the Department of Business and Trade to inform discussions on related labour market issues. The research highlighted that some individuals entering the UK on the Health and Social Care visa were disappearing from the system and later reappearing in the National Referral Mechanism (NRM, the UK’s modern slavery identification and support system). This informed the Director’s view of the scale and the
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	Similarly, PEC-funded research highlighting the detrimental effects of sub-standard accommodation on agricultural workers, which was shared following PEC-facilitated engagement between the policymakers and research team, directly informed policy development:
	“The research from PEC gave us a key evidence base to review the Mobile Home Act of 2013. Research they pointed us to was in development and I was able to help steer it in relation to the policy questions we were being asked, which helped shape the results and outputs of the research so it could be included in our work.” 
	 
	Policymaker

	Co-production with policy actors means research more accurately addresses evidence gaps and increases the potential for outputs to be used in policy development. The Centre has co-commissioned research with the ODLME to explore the evidence base on modern slavery risks in the construction sector which was subsequently referred to in the Office’s Strategy for 2025-6. 
	In addition to preparing a  and attending stakeholder engagement sessions, the PEC was invited to give feedback on an early draft of Scotland’s Trafficking and Exploitation Strategy 2025, which was valued by the policy team. In addition, researchers at the Justice Analytical Service (JAS) in Scotland, as part of their strategy review process, valued the PEC playing a brokering role and signposting them to relevant evidence:
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	“MS PEC were really useful putting us in touch with other organisations for example FLEX working on labour exploitation, and helping our JAS with citations and finding relevant sources.” 
	 
	Policymaker

	 draws on several research projects funded by the PEC, and adopts a public health approach to human trafficking, closely informed by PEC-funded research led by Dr Liz Such et al. 
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	A , led by Dr Liz Such, builds on this to explore how the delivery plan for Scotland’s Trafficking and Exploitation Strategy can embed a public health approach to modern slavery, considering prevention of harms before they occur, intervening early, and treating harms to prevent re-trafficking. Building on this framework, the project will develop a theory of change to underpin Scotland’s revised delivery plan.
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	The Modern Slavery PEC along with its Lived Experience Advisory Panel informed the priorities for the UK , including a strong focus on prevention, the role of data and evidence and survivor inclusion  and discussions with the Commissioner.
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	PEC-funded research has also been used to inform policy development and calls for evidence. For example in its March 2025 , the Scottish government cited the PEC-funded research on  led by Dr Maggie Grant ahead of the new Guardianship Service being launched. 
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	Informing legislative and government scrutiny
	To date the PEC has submitted to 
	 calls for evidence,  of which were in the year 2024/5. 
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	In its first year at Oxford, the Modern Slavery PEC made several significant contributions to various inquiries.
	PEC research commissioned by the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO), led by the University of Liverpool, , was cited in the October 2024 .
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	The Centre submitted written evidence to the House of Lords Modern Slavery Act 2015 inquiry and oral evidence was given by the PEC’s ,  and PEC co-lead . PEC’s written and oral evidence was drawn upon several times by the House of Lords Committee on the Modern Slavery Act 2015 in its , including analysis of the potential harmful impacts of immigration legislation.
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	In April 2025 PEC Fellow Dr Marija Jovanovic was called to give  to the Joint Committee on Human Rights to inform their legislative scrutiny of the Border Security, Asylum and Immigration Bill. Her contribution drew on a  co-authored with the PEC. Both were cited in the .
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	In January 2025 the Centre co-convened a parliamentary event with the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Human Trafficking and Modern Slavery to discuss ‘Can the UK Lead the World Again in the Response to Modern Slavery?’ The discussion was chaired by Baroness O’Grady of Upper Holloway and featured PEC co-lead Dr Marija Jovanovic and speakers from Anti-Slavery International and Focus on Labour Exploitation (FLEX) to reflect on the adequacy of the Government’s  to the House of Lords Modern Slavery Act 2015 Com
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	In February 2025, Dr Sofia Gonzalez de Aguinaga authored the Modern Slavery PEC’s submission of evidence to the new Joint Committee on Human Rights Inquiry into forced labour in UK supply chains, which was cited on numerous occasions in the . The government’s response to the Committee’s report was published in October 2025.
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	Informing government ways of working
	Policymakers interviewed for this report mentioned that the PEC’s work on lived experience had influenced, or had the potential to influence, their ways of working. One stated that the demonstration of meaningful lived experience engagement at the  organised by the PEC had inspired them to review their ways of working and strengthen how they engage with people with lived experience. Policymakers interviewed also reported that the PEC’s high-level strategic oversight had guided the selection of themes for th
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	“Looking at different themes was important in how we frame our thematic working groups.” 
	 
	Policymaker

	In addition, policymakers reported that they have used the PEC’s  to inform how they have developed a new online learning platform for practitioners. (Also see  section.)
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	One NGO noted that they have recently used PEC-funded research published in 2022 to re-engage Home Office officials, finding that, with the change in government, officials are now more receptive to the findings.
	“Producing knowledge is not timebound – the issues haven’t substantially changed for young people. …The trail of evidence is established so it may make a difference now – it takes time.” 
	 
	NGO representative

	In November 2024 the Home Office published, for the first time, new statistics from the National Referral Mechanism (NRM, the UK’s modern slavery identification and support system), in line with . The NRM involves a two-stage process, run by the Home Office, to determine modern slavery victim status. There has been significant political and public debate over the last two years about misuse of the NRM, stemming from previous Conservative Ministers asserting that there was widespread misuse of the NRM by mig
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	Supporting policymakers’ access to and understanding of evidence in modern slavery decision-making 
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	The Centre carries out regular engagement with policymakers to identify policy-relevant evidence gaps, disseminate research, and discuss recommendations, as well as to provide expert insight on policy issues. 
	 

	The PEC engages policymakers early in the research process, including during the assessment of funding applications, to help ensure that PEC-funded research is policy-relevant.
	The model of co-funding (where both parties contribute financially to a project) and co-commissioning (where both parties jointly develop the scope of a project) with government departments and agencies has been a positive mechanism to build in policy relevance throughout the project’s life cycle. For example, the Centre co-funded research with the Northern Ireland Department of Justice that was led by Ulster University and the International Organization for Migration (IOM). The project explored the  and ma
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	Policymaker consultation
	In autumn of 2024, PEC ran a wide-ranging exercise to refresh the PEC’s research and policy priorities. This included horizon scanning the future UK policy landscape following the election of the new government, evidence gap mapping drawing on PEC-funded research synthesis and a series of thematic consultation sessions with policymakers across UK Government and Devolved Administration departments with responsibility for modern slavery. These were a collaborative effort between the policy impact and lived ex
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	In the financial year 2024/5, the Centre published four policy briefs, including thematic topics on mandatory human rights due diligence and on the impact of the recent immigration legislation.
	The impact of the PEC’s engagement in Scotland was noted in a November 2024 letter from the Scottish Government Minister for Victims and Community Safety, Siobhian Brown MSP: “Thanks to our strong working relationship I am aware of the important work you are doing to drive forward the policy impact of research on human trafficking and exploitation. The research funded by the Modern Slavery & Human Rights Policy & Evidence Centre (PEC) routinely provides much needed insight to policymakers and stakeholders a
	Researchers interviewed consistently reported that the Centre had enabled them to access networks and decision makers that would not have otherwise been available to them. They also felt that the PEC was uniquely placed to support, whether through events, roundtables, or by directly connecting researchers with relevant individuals.
	“They set up meetings with the Modern Slavery Unit, the Department for Education and the Home Office, at the interim findings stage. A couple of government officials came back with questions and the Commissioner has been in contact since.” 
	 
	Academic

	“It is good to have [a] wide range of academics who are doing projects funded by/commissioned by PEC to come to meetings and share their research and what they are doing, which has been useful to inform our work.” 
	 
	Policymaker

	“One thing that is quite unique is that MS PEC has really good relationships within the Home Office and the Modern Slavery Unit. That enabled a really early conversation with people in the Modern Slavery Unit about the research… It is rare to get that number of people on a call or in a meeting from that part of UK Government if you didn’t have that brokering relationship.” 
	 
	Academic

	Researchers also reported that PEC involvement and collaboration in the research process had helped them ensure that their research products were accessible to non-academic audiences and therefore more likely to be actionable. Specific mention was made of the value of guidance on developing recommendations that are realistic and actionable for policymakers. Communications support was also reportedly valued:
	“[They] had suggestions of different ways to get message out. We held two webinars, both got 300 sign-ups. We reached over 1000 practitioners with our work.” 
	 
	Academic

	Building relationships between policymakers, the Modern Slavery PEC and the wider modern slavery research sector
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	A key area consistently valued by policymakers is the PEC’s collaborative way of working and strong relationship management. The Modern Slavery PEC has built sustained relationships of trust with a wide number of policymakers working to address modern slavery across the UK government and Devolved Administrations. In the financial year 2024/5, the Centre held over 100 meetings with key national and international policymakers, including with Jess Phillips MP, Home Office Minister for Safeguarding and Violence
	Representatives interviewed from the Devolved Administrations mentioned that they valued the PEC’s support, typically having fewer resources to draw on than central government.
	“They really understand our constraints, how government works, what we can/can’t do or say. They understand how long it takes to produce policies and revise strategies and are very patient. We don’t have to do a lot of explaining and justifying, they understand the context we are working in and make space for that.” 
	 
	Policymaker

	PEC’s convening role and facilitating engagement between policymakers, researchers and practitioners was consistently referenced by those interviewed as one of the key value-adds brought by the PEC. This is thanks to the PEC’s position of strategic oversight in the sector, enabling it to identify gaps and establish connections. Many stated that PEC had enabled them to access networks that would not otherwise have been available to them. 
	“My first port of call…PEC are like a central hub point – they know who is working on what. They put me in touch with someone doing research on the NRM data for England and Wales and we then met with the authors.” 
	 
	Policymaker

	PEC has also introduced policymakers to the researchers leading its research portfolio, several of whom have been invited to present findings at formal stakeholder engagement forums at both the UK national and Devolved Administration levels.
	The one-day conference hosted by the PEC in March 2025 was referenced by all interviewed for this report as very high quality and valuable in convening a large and diverse cross-section of people working in the modern slavery sector. The fact that the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State (Minister for Safeguarding and Violence Against Women and Girls) and the Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner made the keynote addresses was referenced as demonstrating how highly PEC are regarded and their unique positi
	Researchers interviewed felt that the PEC had increased their capacity to influence policymakers through support to make their research and recommendations more actionable. The involvement of the Centre in the research process itself, described by one researcher as the PEC team “walking beside us”, was felt to have added value in making their research more effective and accessible to non-academic audiences. 
	“I wouldn’t have been able to do as much without policy support, for example what’s the best way to write a recommendation that gets people involved and making academic language more policy centred and focused. This was super helpful.” 
	 
	Academic

	Colleagues across the PEC continue to represent the Centre by bringing evidence and analysis into more formal policy engagement forums including the Home Office Modern Slavery Engagement Forums, the Home Office Data and Evidence Group, the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office Modern Slavery Stakeholder Engagement Group, the Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner’s Research Reference Group and the Wales Anti-Slavery Forum and its subgroups.
	PEC’s Director of Policy Impact participated in a November 2024 roundtable with the US Ambassador-at-Large to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons, Cindy Dyer, convened by the Office of the Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner, to discuss how the PEC has shaped the UK research landscape on modern slavery and its approach to policy impact.
	See the section on  for information on PEC’s collaboration with the wider sector.
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	Learnings from survey and interview data with stakeholders and internal reflection sessions: 
	What works well:
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Strong, long-term relationships with policymakers—regular engagement has built trust and credibility.

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Collaboration between policy teams—e.g., teams within the different Devolved Administrations connecting through PEC’s facilitation.

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Growing recognition of PEC as an influential player—seen as a key resource for evidence-based policy discussions.


	Challenges:
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Sustaining engagement over time—ensuring relationships don’t lose momentum when policy priorities shift.

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Maintaining neutrality and independence—some external actors still perceive PEC as too close to government, affecting engagement.

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Bringing in practitioners and local authorities—more work needed to connect policy with on-the-ground practice.

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Tracking research uptake and influence over time – it can take several years for results of influencing work to be seen.


	Key takeaways across all three types of impact:
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Early and sustained engagement is crucial—whether influencing decisions (instrumental), shaping debates (conceptual), or building trust (connectivity).

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Being proactive and setting the agenda matters—balancing responsiveness with long-term research priorities.

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Bridging gaps between different actors leads to stronger impact—whether between researchers and policymakers, or across policy areas.

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Measuring impact remains a challenge—particularly for conceptual and long-term connectivity impacts.
	 



	Research 
	Outcome in theory of change: 
	Portfolio of high-quality research informs on and fills gaps in evidence and knowledge, and produces evidence-based recommendations
	Since its inception, the Modern Slavery and Human Rights PEC has commissioned and supported over 65 cutting-edge research projects (see Annex C for a full list), involving world-class researchers working with a broad and diverse set of partners, focusing on tangible impact on legislation, policy and practice.
	The PEC has worked to reshape modern slavery research, making it more effective, equitable and informed by lived experience expertise, in terms of application assessment, project design, and implementation. In line with its values, all empirical research projects must connect research to practice, policymaking and lived experience. In line with ambitions around the diversification of research, the Centre has led operational changes to funding mechanisms, leading to projects directly led by NGOs in collabora
	Our guiding principles for research
	1. 
	1. 
	1. 
	1. 

	Effectiveness: Research must consider policy and practical impact to consider what works or could work.

	2. 
	2. 
	2. 

	Equity: Research should address structural inequalities and root causes, with projects funded and run using equitable practices.
	 


	3. 
	3. 
	3. 

	Survivor involvement: Research should meaningfully involve people with lived experience of modern slavery.


	The Centre’s research agenda to produce new evidence is co-developed through identifying evidence gaps, assessing the policy environment, and widely consulting partners, policymakers and survivors. The Centre is at the forefront of engaged research on modern slavery, facilitating more collaborative working with partners and lived experience experts through each stage of research, from conceptual development through to co-production and peer review processes. 
	A key feature of the Centre following its move to University of Oxford is the greater involvement and integration of researchers within a smaller core collaborative partnership. PEC’s collaborative research partnership with the universities of Oxford, Liverpool and Hull, as well as with the Bingham Centre for the Rule of Law at the British Institute for International and Comparative Law (BIICL), provide the Centre with in-house research capacity to flexibly respond to opportunities to inform policy developm
	Prevention, ethics and international development
	Led by Dr Wendy Asquith at the University of Liverpool
	From April 2024 – March 2025, this work focussed on:
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Completion of data collection, analysis and drafting of a report on Ethics in Modern Slavery Research: Review of the current landscape and evaluation of research ethics appropriateness, which was published in December 2024. The research team have organised or participated in a variety of dissemination activities in relation to this work to promote uptake of the findings and recommendations amongst funders, producers and users of research including policymakers:
	 

	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	A PEC lunchtime seminar in December 2024

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Presentation on trauma-informed approaches to modern slavery for an early career researcher training workshop supported by Methods Northwest in June 2024

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Representation on the panel ‘Professional and Ethical Lived Experience Engagement’ at the PEC’s March 2025 conference, alongside leading thinkers and practitioners in this space.

	• 
	• 
	• 

	A workshop, in collaboration with colleagues from the Centre for People’s Justice attended by 50+ early career and established researchers, representatives of NGO partners and funders including colleagues in the capacity of lived experience expertise in June 2025.

	• 
	• 
	• 

	PI was invited to speak at the roundtable event Co-Production Futures with policymakers, researchers and representatives of many of UKRI’s funding bodies.
	 




	• 
	• 
	• 

	Follow-on funding awarded for development of key findings and recommendations of the above report on research ethics into a series of accessible guidance notes and visually-led creative outputs (an animation, an infographic and a visual case study). These tools are designed to support researchers and lived experience experts participating in research and those shaping governance of research (particularly funders and university research managers and administrators) to reshape their ways of working towards mo

	• 
	• 
	• 

	A concept note has been developed for a 12-month workstream on the intersections of programming on international development and modern slavery prevention, with input from consultations with policymakers (October 2024) and with academics and leading practitioners (April-June 2025), the latter through preparation for and hosting of a roundtable at the Development Studies Association conference.


	Legal enforcement
	Wilberforce Institute at the University of Hull led by Dr Alicia Heys 
	Between April 2024-March 2025, this work focused on:
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Data collection and drafting of a report on the barriers to prosecutions and convictions under the Modern Slavery Act 2015. This report was published in May 2025 and was picked up by  and . The PI presented key findings at a PEC lunchtime seminar, which was attended by approximately 150 people.
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	• 
	• 
	• 

	Data collection and drafting of a report on financial investigations as a method to increase modern slavery prosecutions, with the intention to publish this report later in 2025.

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Data collection and drafting of a report on complex patterns of child exploitation, due to be published later in 2025.

	• 
	• 
	• 

	A policy brief co-authored with Marija Jovanovic on the , published in July 2025.
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	Labour exploitation
	Led by Dr Marija Jovanovic at the Bonavero Institute for Human Rights at the University of Oxford.
	Between April 2024-March 2025, this work focused on:
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Contributing to a number of PEC responses to calls for evidence to inform legislative scrutiny including:
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	 in March 2025 to the House of Lords Modern Slavery Act 2015 inquiry, drawn upon several times by the House of Lords Committee on the Modern Slavery Act 2015 in its . 
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	• 
	• 
	• 

	 in April 2025 to the Joint Committee on Human Rights to inform their legislative scrutiny of the Border Security, Asylum and Immigration Bill. Her contribution drew on a  co-authored with the PEC, which in turn drew on a January 2025 policy brief ‘’. Her evidence was cited in the .
	Oral
	Oral
	 
	evidence

	written
	written
	 
	submission

	How
	How
	 
	to
	 
	make
	 
	the
	 
	modern
	 
	slavery
	 
	measures
	 
	in
	 
	UK
	 
	Immigration
	 
	law
	 
	compatible
	 
	with
	 
	human
	 
	rights

	Committee
	Committee
	’
	s
	 
	report





	• 
	• 
	• 

	Dr Jovanovic was nominated for an Anti-Slavery Day Media Award in the category ‘Best written opinion piece dealing with Modern Slavery’ (15 October 2024) for ‘
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	• 
	• 
	• 

	Presenting at a number of events and conferences which brought together parliamentarians, people with lived experience of modern slavery, academics and NGOs, including:
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	A January 2025 parliamentary event that the PEC co-convened with the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Human Trafficking and Modern Slavery to discuss ‘Can the UK Lead the World Again in the Response to Modern Slavery?’ 

	• 
	• 
	• 

	The PEC’s March 2025 conference, as part of a panel which discussed ‘10 years since the Modern Slavery Act. What have we learned for the next ten years?’
	 




	• 
	• 
	• 

	A policy brief (co-authored with Dr Alicia Heys, University of Hull) on the , published in 23 July 2025.
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	Supply chains
	Led by Dr Sofia Gonzalez de Aguinaga at the Bingham Centre for the Rule of Law: 
	Between April 2024-March 2025, this work focused on:
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	 Effectiveness of forced labour import bans research project (2024-2025):
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	In June 2024 co-organised discussion event in Oxford with Prof Gordon attended by academics and experts on forced labour import bans and co-authored a  on the key takeaways.
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	• 
	• 
	• 

	Undertook a rapid evidence review on the effectiveness of forced labour import bans.  included: an evidence review report, a Policy Brief, a Business Brief, and a blogpost, which were presented at a lunchtime seminar which brought together policymakers, businesses, practitioners and NGOs.
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	• 
	• 
	• 

	Provided oral evidence on forced labour import bans to the Joint Committee on Human Rights during a private session in January 2025. Submitted  to the Joint Committee on Human Rights on forced labour import bans as part of their Forced Labour in UK Supply Chains call for evidence. This evidence was referenced several times in the Committee’s .
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	• 
	• 
	• 

	Submitted draft for book chapter on the US forced labour import bans.



	• 
	• 
	• 

	10 years of the Modern Slavery Act (2025):
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Speaker at a panel during  in March 2025 on ‘Supply chains: where do we go from here?’
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	• 
	• 
	• 

	Published  of the impact of the Modern Slavery Act on corporate behaviour in Reuters.
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	• 
	• 
	• 

	Contributed to the updating of the as an active member of the Home Office Forced Labour Forum.
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	• 
	• 
	• 

	In February 2025 participated in an interview organised by the Home Office to inform the updating of the online Modern Slavery Statement Registry.



	• 
	• 
	• 

	Effectiveness of mandatory human rights due diligence legislation research project (2024):
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Presented findings to policymakers in various sessions, includingthe Welsh Government, in one of their Anti-Slavery Forum supply chain thematic group sessions in May 2024, a cross-Whitehall group in May 2024, and business members of the United Nations Global Compact (UNGC) in August 2024
	 


	• 
	• 
	• 

	Participated as a speaker in a workshop with the business members of ADS group (a UK trade association advancing leadership in aerospace, defence, security and space) on human rights due diligence legislation and implications for business in the aerospace, defence and security sector. 



	• 
	• 
	• 

	Undertook a range of speaking engagements with businesses and policymakers including:
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Spoke at a Scotland Against Modern Slavery (SAMS) Forum  attended by business, NGOs and policymakers working on modern slavery in business supply chains to discuss the role of investors in addressing modern slavery in October 2024.
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	• 
	• 
	• 

	In November 2024 participated in a panel organised by the International Organisation of Employers (IOE) entitled Stakeholder Engagement Dialogue on Business and Human Rights which aimed to bridge the gap between businesses and NGOs and encourage collaboration in the field of human rights in business supply chains. This event was in person in Geneva and was attended by international trade unions, benchmarking organisations and international NGOs working in the field of human rights due diligence. 

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Participated in Wilton Park event which resulted in co-developing  in February 2025.
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	As well as leading their own programmes of work, the co-leads are able to offer support in the development of concept notes for PEC-funded research projects, collaborate on PEC policy briefs and responses to calls for evidence, provide oversight of PEC’s research portfolio, and represent the Centre at various policy forums, conferences and events. 
	Dr Sofia Gonzalez de Aguinaga (Bingham Centre) is representing the PEC at the Home Office’s Forced Labour Forum, which has been set up to inform revisions to statutory guidance on transparency in supply chains, and sits on the Expert Advisory Group for the FCDO-funded research on a National Baseline Assessment on the implementation of the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights in the UK. 
	Dr Wendy Asquith is representing the PEC on the Advisory Group to inform the evaluation of the Home Office’s Modern Slavery Fund (the £24m Official Development Assistance fund to address modern slavery overseas). 
	Dr Alicia Heys is a member of the Crown Prosecution Service’s Modern Slavery National Scrutiny Panel, an initiative aimed at increasing transparency around how the Crown Prosecution Service responds to and approaches modern slavery cases. 
	 
	 

	Dr Marija Jovanovic has hosted or spoken at several events including the launch of the report by the UN Special Rapporteur on Contemporary Forms of Slavery, Professor Tomoya Obokata, on ‘Contemporary Forms of Slavery Affecting Incarcerated People’ hosted by the UCL Faculty of Laws on 4 June 2025. Dr Jovanovic also represented the PEC at a conference marking the 10th anniversary of the Modern Slavery Act 2015 organised by Oxford Brookes University on 19 June 2025.
	 

	High-quality research
	Key stakeholders consistently reported that the PEC produces high-quality research. This is because the PEC operates as much more than a research funder: projects selected for support are managed throughout their development and design stages, including review and input into applications for ethical approval. They are then supported through regular meetings throughout implementation, fieldwork, analysis and write-up phases, with extensive comments and feedback on draft outputs. This has had an enormous impa
	The PEC’s definition of quality draws on the principles outlined above and builds upon a pure academic standard. Academics and researchers funded by PEC who were interviewed identified key quality components in PEC funded research including how actionable it is and the diversity of people involved throughout the research cycle, including people with lived experience and policymakers. 
	“The difference between high quality research depends on the audience – if audience is PEC and policymakers then high-quality research is the research that underpins the reports, the policy it influences and the academic articles.” 
	 
	 
	Academic

	“PEC bring a different angle to this, and a different measure of quality relating to the diversity of people involved. Working with survivors, affected communities, NGOs. We do this in a way that many aren’t equipped to do.” 
	 
	PEC Staff member

	A large majority of PEC-funded research projects follow similar methodologies, and the PEC team expressed a desire to try to engage a more diverse range of academics and encourage more innovative research methodologies, particularly quantitative methodologies, in the hope that it might provide new perspectives on the issues. However, the established use of qualitative methods such as interviews and focus groups allows researchers to ethically capture invaluable survivor insights and generate substantial, ri
	Over the course of the PEC’s life, the Centre has worked with researchers to develop how it improves the quality of research. This begins at the development of funding calls, ensuring these are detailed and clear and developed in consultation with key policy stakeholders and people with lived experience. Operationally, the Centre has worked to improve the clarity of its application process, refining pre-application guidance and questions across funding calls. Panels have noted an improvement in the clarity 
	The Centre has also developed a range of support for funded research projects to manage operational challenges associated with undertaking complex research. These include support in developing contracts, forming and maintaining partnerships, and navigating ethics applications. The latter is supported by research into . Researchers have fed back on the utility of the range of documents produced by the PEC, including the Centre’s ,  and . Researchers reported that having the backing of the Centre helps to ove
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	PEC’s collaborative approach to research
	Academics consistently commented on the PEC’s collaborative approach to research, noting how it goes beyond just funding. The PEC has made a conscious effort to shift its funding model to be one that is more engaged and rooted in co-production and collaboration and which provides support to teams ranging from ethics applications to research tool design, survivor engagement, policy impact, feedback on outputs, partnerships and communications. 
	“Great to have them walk alongside you… Feel like as a funder they provide more than the money, supporting us to create good quality research but also impact and policy influence. They also provide opportunities to link up with other researchers working in the same field” 
	 
	Academic

	“I’ve found them very engaged as a funder, in the sense of providing support, making sure you’ve got what you need, equipping you with who are the people you need to be in contact with and moving things forwards.” 
	 
	Academic

	‘The most effective part of the engagement between the MSPEC and the project team was the support around publication of the final paper especially drafting and publication of the research summary and offering feedback on the paper itself including the quick turnaround as there was a tight deadline. Also taking the lead on comms for the publication of the final paper was helpful as the team did not have the capacity to do that ourselves.’ 
	 
	Research team survey respondent 

	The collaborative approach to research was also well-received by policymakers. They have engaged with PEC-funded research teams either by contributing to existing studies to make sure they capture policy needs, or by approaching PEC with specific research ideas to fill policy evidence gaps, and in some cases co-funding or co-commissioning research.
	Both academics and policymakers have noted that PEC’s research principles of effectiveness, equity and survivor engagement comes through in their work. Many commented on the strong evidence of survivor engagement in PEC’s research. 
	“Those research principles really shine through in what they do. I know they have the survivor engagement panel, and at the conference there were people with lived experience talking there, and they are always very good in thinking around the risks of retraumatising people and being inclusive. Equity also shines very strongly through their work – people with LE, different needs, different intersections in society. In terms of a focus on outcomes and impact comes through really strongly.” 
	 
	Policymaker

	Several PEC-funded research projects have received follow-on funding to build on the impact of their research projects. For example, Dr Anna Skeels at SPARK, Cardiff University received an UKRI Impact Acceleration Award to produce an evidence-based case study resource with Hannah Stott from Safe to Grow, drawing on their research with Dr Katy Huxley on the effectiveness of the Independent Child Trafficking Guardianship (ICTG) Service. The case study resource focuses on positive, holistic outcomes and future
	Informs on and fills gaps in evidence and knowledge
	 

	One of the key benefits of the PEC’s capacity to fund a large number of separate research projects has been the ability to pull together learning from a foundation of high-quality evidence. We commissioned two evidence synthesis reports analysing the projects the PEC had funded and supported in 2020-2024, one on  led by Dr Liz Such and the other on  led by Dr Anna Skeels. The reports explore the volume and range of studies that relate to prevention, and how they fit within the public health framework on pre
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	Several stakeholders commented on the value of the synthesis reports in bringing together various pieces of research on the topic areas and creating a useful starting point for policymakers to see an overview of existing research. 
	This was reported to be particularly valuable for practitioners who do not have the time to read all the papers on one topic, and so being able to read the synthesis gives them a summary and helps them identify where to go to for further information. 
	In September 2024, the Centre launched a new funding call, looking into the effectiveness of interventions to prevent modern slavery, with a focus on prevention before harm occurs and prevention of re-trafficking. This choice of focus reflected priorities derived from the development of the research agenda, including the synthesis work done on PEC outputs to date and its assessment of the implications of the new policy environment and likely priorities of the new UK Government. The call was able to build up
	This call built on the Centre’s experience managing previous funding calls, which we have progressively developed in innovative ways to be more inclusive, reduce bias and improve the quality of final decisions. This included clear and detailed funding calls, webinars for potential applicants and the inclusion of lived experience experts, practitioners and policymakers within the decision-making process. The Centre believe this provides the best conditions for the PEC to make funding decisions that are fair 
	Two projects have been funded under this call which will report in 2026:
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	. An evaluation of the Sophie Hayes Foundation employability programme. This research is led by Dr Nicola Wright at the University of Nottingham, in collaboration with the Sophie Hayes Foundation
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	• 
	• 
	• 

	. This research is led by Dr Mei Trueba at the University of Sussex, in collaboration with the University of Newcastle, Impactt Ltd and Unseen UK.
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	In autumn 2024, the Modern Slavery PEC conducted a consultation process with a range of policymakers to inform the PEC’s research agenda, building on policy priorities and evidence gaps. This process was well received by policymakers, as well as by the LEAP and the PEC co-leads, who valued the collaborative and engaged approach. 
	“Recent consultation sessions were very valuable, the policy impact team planned a session with [a range of relevant government departments]. We took concept notes of what we would like to research and had the opportunity to engage in discussion with people that work on the ground and will use our research, to understand whether the themes are interesting and whether they are missing anything. Those consultations were really important… they [the policymakers] brought in themes I hadn’t considered on things 
	 
	Co-lead

	Alongside the consultation, the Centre funded a range of research projects across 2024 (see Commissioned research in ). These projects include three pieces of co-commissioned research, that were generated as a direct result of the wider consultation. 
	Annex C: List of funded projects, 
	Annex C: List of funded projects, 
	PEC analysis and outputs

	 
	 

	Within these funded projects, the Centre continues to work towards its goals of diversifying modern slavery research. This includes funding eight NGOs, with two of these leading projects, seven different universities across seven projects, and one specialist research organisation. Six of the funded projects represent a collaboration between NGOs and academic institutions, and, in one of the research projects, the Centre trialled a new mechanism for collaboration between an NGO and researchers from with the 
	Produces evidence-based recommendations
	The Modern Slavery PEC works closely with research teams that often include academics and NGOs to generate evidence-based recommendations for policymakers that are relevant and appropriate. Through the PEC’s evidence-based recommendation frameworks that are shared with academics, the PEC provides support and guidance on how to effectively write recommendations. This guidance is well received by funded academic researchers. 
	 

	Through connecting diverse research teams and bridging the gap between academics and NGOs, the Modern Slavery PEC supports NGOs to produce robust and independent research. By collaborating with academics, NGOs reported that they gain access to robust research methodologies, ensuring their findings meet high standards of credibility. 
	“Gives the research legitimacy, an element of validation. From an NGO perspective we often publish reports, but these can be criticised by policymakers as not having a robust methodology or empirical base… If want to achieve the gold standard of being taking seriously we need academic backing and governance of the research project. That has been one of the most valuable things got from working with PEC – validation that findings are robust.” 
	 
	NGO representative

	For academics, collaboration with NGOs allows access to strong survivor engagement, fresh perspectives on approach and methodologies, and types of data that would otherwise be time-consuming and difficult to access. 
	“That connection [with the NGO] allowed us much quicker access to the data. Essential for a piece of research that only has a year.”
	 
	Academic

	The timeframes for evidence-based research to influence policy are significantly shorter than those for traditional research projects. The PEC acknowledges the need to deliver timely, relevant recommendations, yet this urgency can challenge academics and is not always feasible with some projects extending beyond the funding window. Both academics and policymakers recognise the importance of proactive horizon scanning to ensure that research produces evidence-based recommendations precisely when needed.
	“Making sure that if [the PEC] are horizon scanning or planning that they have [a] solid plan of who is working on it and the timelines to make sure it is ready for a time when it can be most impactful.” 
	 
	Academic

	One policymaker talked about how policy in one area can bring about other negative impacts in relation to modern slavery, and that other policies may be needed to mitigate this. For example, the Government’s ambitions to build thousands of new homes in the UK may lead to an increase in the risk of exploitation among construction workers. 
	“Trying to be more proactive in the area of enforcement rather than reactive – identifying problems [at the early stages of new policy implementation] and making changes before they become serious issues… More horizon scanning would be helpful – they do this to some extent but there is more room for improvement” 
	 
	Policymaker

	While the PEC has funded multiple research projects that have generated relevant evidence-based recommendations for policymakers and practitioners and addressed gaps in knowledge, there is less information on the uptake of the research, particularly in the long-term. Although the PEC tracks policy uptake to identify examples of where evidence has informed policy, it is difficult to conclusively claim impact when you cannot always ascribe a change in policy to a particular piece of research. Monitoring resea
	“The project continues to generate interest from both professionals and the broader public and continues to feature in professional and academic publications and media outlets.” 
	 
	Research team survey respondent

	Learning from survey and interview data with stakeholders and internal reflection sessions: 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	The PEC’s approach to research is continually evolving as it strives for effective co-production, knowledge translation, and inclusivity.

	• 
	• 
	• 

	The bar for high-quality research is set high—expecting policy relevance, lived experience engagement, and impact planning from the start.

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Survivor inclusion has been a major success in making research more meaningful and actionable.

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Challenges remain in balancing funding constraints with equitable access to research opportunities, particularly for newer or less traditional research partners.

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Closing feedback loops for academics to understand the policy impact of their research funded by PEC.


	Lived experience engagement
	Outcome in theory of change: 
	More powerful insights into the expertise and perspectives of people with lived experience of modern slavery is embedded into research, policies, practice and laws.
	 

	Meaningful inclusion of lived experience in research and policymaking is one of the key principles of the PEC’s work – not only because it’s the ethical thing to do, but also because it is essential for improving policies addressing modern slavery and grounding them in the experiences and expertise of people who have lived through it.
	To ensure the meaningful inclusion and collaboration of people who hold lived experience of modern slavery, the Centre established a Lived Experience Engagement Team and a Lived Experience Advisory Panel (LEAP), which work to identify, discuss and consolidate good practice in the inclusion of survivors.
	The Modern Slavery PEC has made significant strides with lived experience engagement across its work. It has increasingly strengthened its approach to co-production with the Lived Experience Advisory Panel and this has come through in several aspects of its work, such as the development of trauma-informed practices, opportunities for speaking engagements, and involvement in consultations with policymakers. Learnings from this work also led to an academic article, co-produced with the LEAP, which is currentl
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	“In the beginning it felt tokenistic, they had never worked with survivors before, they’d give us things already done just to feed back on. We felt this work was too easy and tokenistic, so I fed back that the members wanted to be more involved from the beginning, to be part of everything, and chair the team meetings. Now they have done that, and the LEAP has inputted more, it is now more co-design and co-everything, instead of just ticking a box. So we’re growing together.” 
	 
	Member of the LEAP

	“If they keep being a leader in the space they will become a key funder and outward leader.” 
	 
	Academic

	Feedback from members of the LEAP highlight how this process is meaningful both in terms of listening to the voices of survivors as well as in providing a two-way exchange whereby members of the LEAP also benefit from developing their skills and knowledge, which has given them more scope to engage in other research and policy initiatives.
	“Working for the PEC has helped to develop my blog writing skills which has given me confidence to take up opportunities to write for newspapers and other organisations” 
	 
	Member of the LEAP 

	Another important reflection of working closely with people who hold lived experience has been the recognition of the need for more flexible and responsive workplace processes, both at the individual and institutional level. Engaging meaningfully has required adapting support structures to ensure accessibility, psychological safety, and inclusivity. This has prompted wider reflection within the PEC on how internal practices can better support collaboration with people from diverse backgrounds and experience
	A key outcome of this evolving journey is the development of a trauma-informed approach that is well-regarded by both LEAP members and the PEC’s stakeholders. Strong communication between PEC staff, co-leads and the LEAP has fostered a more collaborative environment, supporting a deliberate shift toward co-production. This ensures that lived experience is integrated throughout the entire research cycle and in policy engagement, rather than being confined to isolated tasks. The culmination of this approach w
	The Modern Slavery PEC recognises that the journey of lived experience engagement is ongoing and that there is more to learn to ensure meaningful survivor inclusion. It was evident from conversations with stakeholders that there is a need to expand and diversify the LEAP to ensure there is a range of perspectives, and that survivor voice is not homogenised given how diverse the experiences of survivors is. 
	“The LEAP is adults but is there an equivalent for young people? There are definitely young people lived experience advisory groups, but particularly looking at the research side, whether PEC would be interested in this.” 
	 
	Academic

	Alongside broadening participation, there is a growing recognition of the importance of professionalising lived experience roles. This includes establishing clear career pathways and support structures that enable people with lived experience to build long-term, meaningful roles in research, policy and practice. Meaningful engagement goes beyond participation, and professionalising lived experience means empowering survivors to grow, lead, and sustain their contributions in a way that values their expertise
	PEC’s extensive knowledge and best practices in embedding lived experience have gone on to produce impact, with stakeholders now seeking support, guidance, and training for ethical and meaningful engagement. This evolving journey illustrates the transformative potential of genuinely integrating lived experience into research and policy development.
	A notable accomplishment linked to the PEC’s work is LEAP member  the ‘Outstanding Contribution to the fight against modern slavery’ award in the ‘Empowering survivor voices’ category at The Human Trafficking Foundation’s annual Anti-Slavery Awards held in Parliament in October 2024. She was recognised for her broader contributions, including her work with the PEC. 
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	Lived experience engagement in the research process
	 

	Through the Lived Experience Advisory Panel, embedding lived experience has become integral in the research cycle, such as through co-developing concept notes with the Modern Slavery PEC’s staff and researchers, participating in grant assessment panels, peer reviewing research findings and papers, and developing their own research projects. This has been invaluable to strengthening research and evidence-based recommendations for policymakers. 
	As a key principle in the Modern Slavery PEC’s research, survivor inclusion has been key in all research projects. This makes the PEC unique compared to other research funders and institutions. Survivor engagement in PEC-funded research includes direct input from the LEAP, as well as engagement with other survivor advisory groups, including child and youth advisory groups, and the employment of lived experience researchers as part of research teams. 
	“Survivor engagement is key in PEC, in this case we had a young people’s advisory group involved in the design and analysis.” Academic
	 

	The Modern Slavery PEC’s commitment to meaningful survivor inclusion in research has helped academics enhance their ability to engage with lived experience in their work. For some, collaborating with the PEC marked their first opportunity to incorporate lived experience engagement, guided by the PEC’s support. This experience has not only enriched their PEC-funded research but also strengthened their approach to survivor inclusion in future projects. For others who had previous experience engaging with surv
	The shorter 6-month funding cycles for some research, to be able to respond to policymakers’ evidence needs in an agile way, has made it more challenging to ensure survivor engagement is ethically and meaningfully embedded in the research process for those projects. This is particularly true for participatory research approaches, that need much more time to get right and do well. 
	“What has hindered inclusion in following … is the short-term projects – 6 months with lower funding. Therefore, we can’t ethically do proper participatory research. We still had [survivor] inclusion – sessions with youth advisory group – but it wasn’t in the way that [the previous longer term research project] was fully participatory – it takes time and funding.” 
	 
	NGO representative

	Recognising the Modern Slavery PEC’s journey to embed lived experience engagement, there is a wealth of learning that could be shared externally. The PEC have picked up on the need for more trauma-informed training in the sector to be able to effectively and ethically engage with survivors as well as a reluctance by some in the sector to work closely with survivors for a fear of getting it wrong. Through PEC’s experiences and drawing on the experiences of other partners with strong lived experience engageme
	“Good for early career researchers if PEC can facilitate training on working with lived experience. If I could have done some training before I might have taken a different approach if I understood the different models for how you can engage.” 
	 
	Academic

	The Lived Experience Engagement Team and LEAP have been working across the last year to produce a Payment Standards Toolkit - guidance on how to ethically operationalise the involvement of lived experience within research. This has been a complex project, pulling together legal requirements, best practice, and the lived experience of the authors into a toolkit on lived experience engagement. The publication of the toolkit is forthcoming, and the Centre has been proactively taking meetings with a variety of 
	Three core principles guide our engagement with individuals who have experienced modern slavery:
	1. 
	1. 
	1. 
	1. 

	Avoiding tokenism.

	2. 
	2. 
	2. 

	Adopting a trauma-informed approach.

	3. 
	3. 
	3. 

	Fair remuneration


	Lived experience engagement with policymakers 
	The Modern Slavery PEC led a consultation exercise with policymakers in autumn 2024 working for both the national government and the Devolved Administrations. This included active participation from members of the lived experience engagement team and LEAP, which added significantly to the impact of the exercise. 
	“PEC brought a lived experience engagement team representative who was extremely impressive. That demonstration was very powerful and made us realise what’s missing in how we engage with lived experience” 
	 
	Policymaker

	Policymakers have commented on the value of working with lived experience experts to inform their policy efforts, highlighting how valuable it is to use stories and expertise from real people to influence policy. The value of working with the PEC is that it gives policymakers access to insights from lived experience through research that is rooted in survivor inclusion and in collaboration with NGOs who have existing strong lived experience engagement. 
	“Gathering stories from real people drives policy a lot more than you would think. Survivor inclusion is really important for us to inform policy … You can gather all the data from the world that you want, the empowering experiences of individuals really brings home what is happening. Where you understand how severe these things are. Such as the treatment of workers in particular workspaces. Survivors input makes sure that policy is not just face value policy but is effective.” 
	 
	Policymaker

	The PEC’s approach to lived experience engagement has not only influenced evidence-based recommendations for policymakers, but has also served as an example of best practice for government departments and other NGOs, in engaging with people with lived experience to ensure their voice is included and to strengthen policy outputs. 
	“Going forward we do really want to engage with PEC on this [lived experience engagement] much more than we have done. I see them mostly as researchers and facilitators of thinking and innovation and evidence, but the lived experience component, yes, I would be interested in pursuing with them” 
	 
	Policymaker

	Since 2024 the LEAP and Lived Experience Engagement Team members have taken active roles in meetings with policymakers, including with the , as well as speaking at conferences such as  the  in Jersey.
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	The PEC’s lived experience engagement team and LEAP met with the Independent Anti- Slavery Commissioner in 2024 to inform her work on survivor inclusion, and produced core principles to support meaningful engagement, which were reflected in her  (which also referenced ).
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	In March 2025, members of the Centre’s Lived Experience Advisory Panel and Lived Experience Engagement Team met with Safeguarding Minister Jess Phillips in a private setting to discuss the Government plans for survivor inclusion in creating its policies addressing modern slavery.
	Following the Lived Experience Engagement Manager’s presentation at the Tech Against Trafficking Conference, the Centre formed a partnership with Ofcom, to explore what lived experience engagement can look like in their work. The LEAP and Lived Experience Engagement Team were invited to speak at Ofcom’s Online Safety event on human trafficking and sexual exploitation. The event included a range of actors from the sector, including Ofcom staff, academics, NGOs and the police. The team presented on principles
	The Lived Experience Engagement Manager sat on the Working Group for an ESRC Policy Fellowship based at the Wales Centre for Public Policy, examining good practice in lived experience engagement by What Works Centres. She also sits on the Crown Prosecution Service’s National Scrutiny Panel for Modern Slavery.
	Lived experience engagement in partnerships and communications 
	The Centre has worked to further incorporate lived experience expertise in its public communications. For example, several have been published on the PEC website on issues such as professionalising lived experience, the potential impact of the Illegal Migration Act and the Rwanda policy. The latter was also developed into articles for  and  which informed parliamentary debates, and to mark the ten year anniversary of the Modern Slavery Act.
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	The Modern Slavery PEC’s conference in March 2025 was a strong example of the Centre’s approach to lived experience engagement according to feedback from staff, the LEAP, academics and policymakers. The LEAP was heavily involved in the planning, organising and running of the conference and there was strong survivor representation in the panel discussions, with a member of the LEAP making one of the opening speeches alongside the Modern Slavery PEC Director. 
	“Really enjoyed the lived experience input that was given [in the conference]” 
	 
	Policymaker

	“we got embedded in all the areas of it [the conference], which is really nice.” 
	 
	Member of the LEAP

	Meaningful and ethical inclusion of people with lived experience of modern slavery was one of the key themes of the conference. As Jane Lasonder, PEC LEAP member, said in her powerful opening challenge : “Survivors aren’t stories walking on legs, they need to be embedded at every level of work against modern slavery.”
	Learning from survey and interview data with stakeholders and internal reflection sessions: 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Information flow between PEC staff and LEAP has improved, allowing for stronger collaboration. As a result LEAP members have influenced funding decisions, research processes, and policy engagement in ways not seen before, and have led to more accessible and creative research outputs.

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Other organisations are looking to replicate PEC’s approach to lived experience engagement. This requires open sharing of best practices and dismantling gatekeeping within the sector for broader impact of lived experience engagement.

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Meaningful co-production with people with lived experience starts in the early stages, not after frameworks are set.

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Investing in lived experience engagement requires resources and appropriate remuneration, while recognising barriers to engagement such as remuneration affecting benefits and working visas.

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Meaningful engagement means shifting power dynamics, not just inviting participation.

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Overcoming institutional bureaucracy that can hinder participation of those with lived experience is needed to avoid undoing progress.


	Partnerships 
	Outcome in theory of change: 
	Collaboration is amplified in research and policy to more effectively address modern slavery.
	The Modern Slavery PEC aims to facilitate new collaborations in modern slavery research, and to build a network of producers and users of that research, which is reflected in its role as a partnership broker. Many of the interviewed stakeholders referred to the PEC’s strength as a convener, forging connections among academics, policymakers, NGOs, practitioners, people with lived experience and businesses. Looking ahead, the PEC aims to sustain the network it has established and continue to facilitate new co
	As one staff member expressed, emphasising the unique network effect of the PEC:
	“Consequently we have this ability to convene people in a way that others don’t just purely by virtue of our unique identity, as well as our credibility and reputation that we have built up… Over the past 6 years that has been able to create connections and spark new collaborations that wouldn’t otherwise have happened…” 
	 
	PEC Staff member

	The PEC’s ability to connect stakeholders has helped to amplify research findings:
	“Linking up with other people funded by MS PEC is really pushing this message and we wouldn’t be able to do that without MS PEC.” 
	 
	Academic

	This approach to convening is an element of our ‘funder-plus’ offer, going beyond funding for research and leaning into a role of partnership and support:
	“I’ve found them very engaged as a funder, in the sense of providing support, making sure you’ve got what you need, equipping you with who are the people you need to be in contact with and moving things forwards.” 
	 
	Academic

	“The roundtable that PEC organised where the young people funded projects got together and talked about what was needed next. … We got together and could see a real need for further evidence and potential for collaborations. It would be good to pick that up.” 
	 
	Academic

	This has particular advantages for supporting funded research projects to maximise their policy impact:
	“The most unique thing about working with PEC is the opportunity to engage policymakers and high level decision makers. I have good networks with practitioners but not decision makers, so the link with the PEC opens those doors to government departments like the Home Office… Getting feedback from them [government departments] about research ideas incredibly valuable.” 
	 
	Academic

	“I already had good links with government but not within the modern slavery space, they’ve [PEC] been brilliant at connecting me with the right people … and getting people in the room” 
	 
	Academic

	In addition, the PEC is well placed to connect policymakers with practitioners and researchers:
	“Hearing actual case studies is really important for us ... PEC put us in touch with front facing organisations, to gather stories from real people to help drive our policy work” 
	 
	Policymaker

	This coordinating and convening role has positioned the PEC to develop a unique oversight of the anti-slavery sector, in particular its research work:
	“What the PEC is able to do is take a high level strategic overview of MS from a research academic perspective. The niche they fill is the strategic coordinating voice.” 
	 
	Policymaker

	“PEC are like a central hub point, they know who is working on what… It’s the facilitation of contact, it’s the referring us to existing literature in the field, putting us in touch with organisations, things like that” 
	 
	Policymaker

	Flexibility and responsiveness
	The Modern Slavery PEC has built strong relationships with academics, policymakers and practitioners, while supporting and encouraging collaborations within funded research projects, and this was well received by interviewed stakeholders. Within projects that the Modern Slavery PEC has funded, the PEC team have supported academics to partner with non-academic organisations in carrying out the research. Feedback on these relationships referenced responsiveness and flexibility, which upholds PEC’s approach as
	One of the interviewed policymakers spoke about coming to the PEC with an idea and request for a partnership, and were pleased with the response: “I had a positive response from them to deliver on this. I appreciated PEC listening to my request, it was unusual but I can see how it fits in.” 
	 
	Policymaker

	The PEC is committed to learning from the partnerships it supports and facilitates, to continuously strengthen the support it provides. One of the interviewed practitioners spoke about how well the Modern Slavery PEC had received feedback regarding a project partnership between academic researchers and an NGO, highlighting that there was a noticeable change in the subsequent research project they were involved in: “The first project was wonderful but stressful … we fed back to PEC about some of the things f
	 
	NGO representative 

	Positioning as an independent, inclusive actor able to facilitate collaboration within the modern slavery sector
	The PEC’s commitment to impartial evidence, which is its core principle, as well as its unique status as an organisation sitting outside of established categories such as NGO or government body, mean that it is not seen as promoting any specific agendas. This unique position has been key to the PEC’s ability to build trust with different stakeholder groups and convene them in novel ways. There is potential for the PEC to do more in this vein to strengthen the sector, as highlighted by a policymaker:
	“MS PEC could play quite a good role as a trusted neutral partner and use that position to strengthen the modern slavery space. Working with other organisations in that neutral independent space and do things that we [government department] or NGOs can’t do” 
	 
	Policymaker

	All interviewed stakeholders commented on the collaborative nature of the Modern Slavery PEC and found this was particularly effective in strengthening research, improving policy outcomes and connecting the sector. 
	“Excellent engagement from the team at the PEC. We’ve had really productive conversations about research and developing content. We’ve fed into their research, and they’ve fed into our research as well.” 
	 
	Policymaker

	Developing the Modern Slavery PEC’s network 
	The Modern Slavery PEC has over 3,200 stakeholders in its contact database across academia, businesses, NGOs and government, and regularly seeks to engage new stakeholders in its work. This network includes applicants to research calls, funded research teams, event participants, other contacts who have engaged with the Centre directly and newsletter subscribers. 
	6
	6

	6. Based on contacts saved in HubSpot, the Centre’s contact management system 
	6. Based on contacts saved in HubSpot, the Centre’s contact management system 


	The Centre has also set up a shared mailing list to which any member can contribute. It has over 380 members, enabling people working on modern slavery to connect with their peers. The group has been used by stakeholders to introduce themselves, share event invitations, funding calls and opportunities and to make requests for research partners on Modern Slavery PEC and other projects. 
	The Centre is constantly seeking to increase the number and diversity of its stakeholders across different groups and facilitate meaningful interactions and partnerships, which it has done through targeted one-to-one engagement as well as organising sessions to facilitate connections between different stakeholders and share learning. The Centre held more than 10 introductory meetings with potential new partner organisations in the period September 2024 – March 2025.
	The Centre has held a number of events, including its lunchtime seminar series (see Communications section, below) and ad hoc events. For example, the Centre co-organised an October 2024 event on How can we make co-produced research work better? in collaboration with the organisation Capabilities in Academic Policy Engagement (CAPE). This brought together speakers from the Centre and CAPE as well as external organisations, including academics, funders and partner organisations, to discuss co-production in r
	blog
	blog


	Learning from survey and interview data with stakeholders and internal reflection sessions: 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	The PEC has built understanding of its mission and remit, including its inclusivity and independence, across its stakeholders which has helped establish its credibility and legitimacy 

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Extending the PEC’s network has increased the diversity of researchers and partners the Centre has worked with

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Partnerships between academic researchers and non-academic collaborators can be challenging, due to funding constraints, misaligned incentives and cultural norms – but a funder like the PEC can have an important role in facilitating those partnerships, such as by providing more flexible funding terms, as well as setting expectations at application stage and supporting equitable partnerships through the duration of a project

	• 
	• 
	• 

	The PEC’s position and extensive network has enabled the Centre to play a role in connecting stakeholders with one another, even outside of the PEC’s direct work, which has benefits to the wider sector


	Communications
	Increasing understanding of modern slavery is one of the key aims of the PEC. Keeping modern slavery research and policy accessible to everyone, including those who aren’t experts, is at the heart of the PEC’s communications work. This starts with publishing regular reports, blogs and project pages on the website; the PEC then amplifies and promotes this information through the media, social media, videos, podcasts, newsletters and events. 
	We commissioned research to explore effective communication to increase understanding of modern slavery among the British public, to enable a more evidence-based and survivor-informed public debate, and to develop language in collaboration with survivors that resonates with survivors of modern slavery in the UK.
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	Framing modern slavery
	Framing modern slavery


	We published research on effectively communicating to improve the public’s understanding of modern slavery in the UK, carried out by the Public Interest Research Centre (PIRC) in close collaboration with the PEC and informed by people with lived experience. The research started a conversation across the sector about changing narratives explaining what modern slavery entails, as well as what its causes and solutions are. The Communications Director was invited to present its findings at various fora, includi
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	Between April 2024 and April 2025, we published , , , , and , and we held . 
	12
	12
	 
	research
	 
	reports

	4
	4
	 
	policy
	 
	briefings

	16
	16
	 
	blogs

	7
	7
	 
	news
	 
	stories

	 
	4
	4
	 
	podcasts

	7
	7
	 
	online
	 
	events


	The Modern Slavery PEC were present in the media, from the BBC, the , the , , , , Evening Standard, , , to  and more specialised outlets ranging from  to , , ,  or . 
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	PEC’s Google Group mailing list (discussed above) has grown to more than 350 members to share research and practice, and invite collaboration, with evidence of new partnerships being developed through it.
	 

	The Centre has:
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	over  contacts on its newsletter mailing list
	3,500


	• 
	• 
	• 

	nearly  followers on LinkedIn;
	11,000


	• 
	• 
	• 

	over  followers on X/Twitter and over  on Bluesky.
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	Thought leadership and communicating the views of lived experience experts
	Providing thought leadership on relevant issues around modern slavery has been an important part of our communications work. Apart from publishing blogs on our website, the PEC has published several blogs and comment pieces on external platforms. This includes three articles analysing the ten years since the passing of the Modern Slavery Act:
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	an analysis of the impact of the Act by the PEC Director of Research Prof Alex Balch 
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	• 
	• 
	• 

	an examination of the Act through the lens of human rights in an expert comment by the 
	PEC
	PEC
	 
	Director
	 
	Murray
	 
	Hunt
	 
	for
	 
	the
	 
	University
	 
	of
	 
	Oxford



	• 
	• 
	• 

	a focused assessment of the Act’s Transparency in Supply Chains measures by the PEC Research Fellow on modern slavery in business supply chains, Dr Sofía González De Aguinaga from The Bingham Centre for the Rule of Law at BIICL . 
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	A key aspect of this work has been working with lived experience experts to provide their views on the policy response to modern slavery and on the inclusion of survivors in research. For example, a member of the PEC’s Lived Experience Advisory Panel had her comments published  on the potential impact of the Rwanda scheme. On our website, the PEC’s lived experience experts argued that , three lived experience experts who worked on  on the potential of artificial intelligence to help address modern slavery b
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	A collaborative approach to communicating research – feedback from research teams
	The PEC works very closely with the research teams it funds to communicate their research publicly, not only to ensure that the communication is clear and accurate, but also to provide support to researchers on how to translate their findings for non-academic audiences who might not be experts in this field. 
	Stakeholders mentioned the strength of the PEC’s offering in relation to communicating and disseminating research and findings, not just to policymakers but also within the sector and beyond. Through working closely with the PEC’s communications function, researchers have been able to disseminate their findings through webinars, learning events, and media articles. 
	For example, the PEC collaborated closely with the research team leading the project on the protection of children and young people with special needs and disabilities (SEND) from exploitation. Along with the communications professionals from the researchers’ home universities, the PEC worked to support the communication of research findings:
	“[The PEC’s Communications Director] worked well with the university comms teams, it was a joint effort and was very well coordinated in terms of launching the reports. What was helpful was that [PEC] had suggestions of different ways to get message out. So, we ran two webinars, and both of these got 300 sign-ups, and we reached over 1000 practitioners with this work. [The PEC’s Communications Director] was really supportive in the process.” 
	 
	Academic

	A significant strength of the collaboration was the PEC’s deep understanding of the state of knowledge on modern slavery issues, particularly regarding children with disabilities. The PEC engaged thoughtfully in framing the research, offering expert guidance to navigate these complexities. This respectful approach expanded the research’s reach and impact.
	The partnership also connected child-focused modern slavery work with broader adult-focused networks. The research gained significant media attention, with articles in  and , providing insights and visibility for issues that often go unnoticed. This joint effort between funded university partners and the PEC focused on impact rather than attribution.
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	The PEC was seen to be a genuine partner throughout this research, not just at the communication stage. Researchers found the PEC team approachable, supportive, and flexible, fostering an environment where challenges could be openly discussed, which resulted in good quality research that could be communicated effectively to the appropriate audiences. This collaboration exemplified the model of a policy and evidence centre that prioritises engagement, co-production, and meaningful change.
	Lunchtime seminars bridging research and practice
	 

	Since September 2023, the PEC has delivered a series of regular lunchtime seminars to promote the latest evidence in a way that is accessible to everyone, as well as providing the guest presenters a platform to share their work with a broad, non-specialist audience. Each session features a concise 15-minute presentation focused on key takeaways and practical ramifications of the research, followed by discussion, all packaged within a 45-minute event. Widely advertised to reach diverse participants, these se
	The PEC conference
	In March 2025, the PEC held a one-day conference Ten years on from the Modern Slavery Act: Where next for modern slavery law and policy? marking the 10th anniversary of the Modern Slavery Act to discuss the state of law and policy addressing modern slavery in the UK. 
	This landmark event brought together more than 220 people including policymakers, lawmakers, people with lived experience of modern slavery, researchers, practitioners, businesses and others from across and beyond the modern slavery sector. It was the first time the PEC had organised an event on this scale. The day comprised a series of panel discussions that brought together high-profile speakers on different topics, to assess the UK’s modern slavery response and outline priorities for the next decade. Hig
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	Participants at the event gave very positive feedback, and commented on the thought-provoking and well-structured agenda. 93% of those who provided feedback rated the conference overall as either 4/5 or 5/5, and 95% of respondents said that the event either met or exceeded their expectations. Participants valued the convening role that PEC is able to play, and the calibre and profile of the speakers and panel members was viewed as demonstrating how highly PEC are regarded and their unique position as a conv
	Members of the Lived Experience Advisory Panel were engaged in all elements of planning and delivery including as panel members and speakers. This was noted by participants as having added particular value, not only in communicating their expertise but also in demonstrating how to meaningfully engage people with lived experience in a way that is not tokenistic. One policymaker reported that seeing lived experience embedded throughout in a meaningful way motivated them to prioritise strengthening such engage
	i
	i

	Annex A: Theory of change 
	Annex B: Our research and policy priorities 2025-27
	Our main research and policy priorities covering the period from now until April 2027 are summarised below. These cover research and policy work that we plan to do during that period as well as work that is already under way. 
	These priorities were developed following extensive consultation with our key policy partners and other key stakeholders, assessing the rapidly changing UK policy landscape (adhering to our principles for policy impact of relevance, timeliness, trustworthiness and accessibility) and building on findings from our portfolio of research. They were also co-produced with lived experience experts from our Lived Experience Engagement Team and the Lived Experience Advisory Panel, who have played a critical role in 
	These priorities also reflect the way in which the PEC works in its current phase, producing more research in-house from within our collaborative research partnership (the Universities of Oxford, Liverpool and Hull, together with one Independent Research Organisation, the Bingham Centre), with fewer projects funded through open calls, allowing for greater agility in responding to a rapidly changing policy environment. We will keep our priorities under constant review to ensure that we are able to respond to
	Strategic and other cross-cutting work
	Providing evidence-informed recommendations to improve the strategic legal and policy response to modern slavery at national and local level
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	A PEC Policy Report setting out recommendations on a new Bill on modern slavery, which will consider how the UK’s legal framework could be strengthened and grounded in its human rights obligations.

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Research on labour exploitation to inform the legal and policy response across several domains (labour law, criminal law, immigration law, supply chain regulation and international trade policy). This research stream investigates the coherence between these multiple legal regimes in how they affect labour exploitation and the role of human rights law in governing States’ responses to labour exploitation, both at home and in global supply chains. It analyses in particular the impact of immigration regulation

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Undertake pilot work in Oxfordshire to map local anti-slavery initiatives, including the role and capacity of relevant local authorities as well as the nature and function of anti-slavery partnerships or collaborations to inform wider work on the role of regional and local authorities. 


	Providing new insight into the scale and nature of modern slavery across the UK
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Ongoing analysis of National Referral Mechanism (NRM) statistics to provide new insight into patterns of exploitation and how the system is operating, to drive the policy and operational response. 

	• 
	• 
	• 

	A study examining complex patterns of child exploitation in an English semi-rural county to determine offender profiles, victim demographics and environmental risks

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Research into the scale and nature of recruitment and exploitation that takes place online, to inform the ongoing implementation of the UK’s Online Safety Act.


	Supporting policymakers and researchers to meaningfully and ethically involve the perspectives of people with lived experience of modern slavery
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Practical and accessible guidance on ethics in modern slavery research, for researchers, funders, and people with lived experience building on . 
	PEC
	PEC
	’
	s
	 
	previous
	 
	research



	• 
	• 
	• 

	A Survivor Payments Toolkit, digitally available, to provide information on remuneration for people with lived experience and organisations seeking to work with lived experience experts. 

	• 
	• 
	• 

	An ongoing series of roundtables with officials and Ministers to inform specific government policies, for example to inform the Home Office’s planned consultation on improving identification methods for victims of modern slavery


	Prevention
	Building the evidence base on the effectiveness of prevention approaches and interventions
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Evidence on the effectiveness of interventions to prevent modern slavery before it happens or at early stages. 

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Evidence on the effectiveness of interventions to prevent re-trafficking. 

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Evidence on the variety, benefits and efficacy of upstream prevention interventions, informed by an international network including experts with lived experience.


	Improving understanding of the risk factors for modern slavery, to inform the legal and policy response to modern slavery and linked policy agendas
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Research on the , to inform both modern slavery and homelessness policies. 
	intersection
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	• 
	• 
	• 

	Exploring the evidence base on , to provide evidence relevant for policy ambitions to increase the scale of housebuilding and in the design of the Fair Work Agency. 
	risks
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	• 
	• 
	• 

	A synthesis of existing research on risk factors for modern slavery and re-exploitation as an overview of evidence in the area. 


	Supporting policymakers to put prevention principles into practice 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Supporting strategic use of the ‘BETR prevention’ framework (Before, Early, Treat, prevent Re-trafficking) developed in . 
	previous
	previous
	 
	PEC
	 
	research




	Legal enforcement
	Building the evidence base on outcomes for survivors in the criminal justice response to modern slavery
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Evidence on the needs, expectations and challenges faced by people with lived experience of modern slavery in engaging with the , and what a successful criminal justice outcome looks like from the perspectives of people with lived experience.
	criminal
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	• 
	• 
	• 

	Research exploring how financial investigations could enable modern slavery prosecutions while reducing the often-burdensome reliance on survivor evidence

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Research into compensation for survivors of modern slavery, exploring how existing policies could be improved to take a more trauma-informed approach to promote redress for survivors. 


	Improving evidence on the operation of the non-punishment principle for people affected by modern slavery to inform legislative and practical improvements
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Research to explore the application of the statutory defence in practice, to inform improvements to how it operates, which will build on the PEC’s previous research into the statutory defence in the Modern Slavery Act. 

	• 
	• 
	• 

	An expert roundtable to explore use and understanding of the non-punishment principle in Northern Ireland, including the operation of the statutory defence available in NI legislation.


	Improving understanding of the use and effectiveness of the Modern Slavery Act’s ancillary orders to inform legislative and practical improvements
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Research into the use and effectiveness of Slavery and Trafficking Prevention Orders, Slavery and Trafficking Risk Orders and Reparation Orders, including what is currently known about their use, their strengths and weaknesses and alternative methods of redress other than conviction which will inform recommendations for legislative and policy change.


	Survivor identification and support
	Improving understanding of child trafficking and child exploitation across the UK to inform the legal and policy response 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Research exploring  in the UK and how this impacts the response, to inform the Home Office’s planned reforms to the identification system. 
	definitions
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	• 
	• 
	• 

	Supporting a convening of experts to bring together key insights for policymakers emerging from recent research on child trafficking and exploitation.

	• 
	• 
	• 

	A PEC Policy Report exploring the implications of the creation of a new criminal offence of child criminal exploitation in the Crime and Policing Bill. 


	Informing the reform of the UK’s modern slavery identification and support system for modern slavery (the National Referral Mechanism) through evidence
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Inform the Home Office’s planned consultation on improving identification methods for victims of modern slavery 

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Research exploring the  of modern slavery, across the UK. 
	effectiveness
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	• 
	• 
	• 

	Exploring the effectiveness of digital support for survivors, and issues around digital inclusion, convening experts to build on previous PEC research.


	Business and supply chains
	Building the evidence base on the effectiveness of different approaches to addressing modern slavery in supply chains, focused on impacts on workers 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Synthesising evidence on the effectiveness of worker driven approaches for addressing modern slavery.

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Exploring what methods could be used to measure the impacts of regulatory measures (such as mandatory human rights due diligence laws) on workers on the ground, to inform possible future empirical work.


	Informing the business response to modern slavery in supply chains through evidence 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Convening expert roundtables to discuss directly with business aspects of their response to modern slavery 

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Synthesising evidence on best practice in remediation in business supply chains. 


	Improving the effectiveness of public procurement as a lever for addressing modern slavery in supply chains 
	Refreshing  in addressing modern slavery, to inform the ongoing implementation of the Procurement Act 2
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	Annex C: list of funded projects, PEC analysis and outputs
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	Date of publication 
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	Modern
	 
	Slavery
	 
	Strategy
	 
	Review



	Nov-21 
	Nov-21 


	 
	 
	 
	PEC
	PEC
	 
	Policy
	 
	Brief
	 
	on
	 
	Impact
	 
	of
	 
	the
	 
	Covid
	-
	19
	 
	pandemic
	 
	on
	 
	modern
	 
	slavery



	Nov-21 
	Nov-21 


	 
	 
	 
	Policy
	Policy
	 
	briefing
	 
	analysing
	 
	the
	 
	evidence
	 
	base
	 
	on
	 
	the
	 
	effectiveness
	 
	of
	 
	public
	 
	procurement
	 
	measures
	 
	in
	 
	addressing
	 
	modern
	 
	slavery



	Nov-22 
	Nov-22 


	 
	 
	 
	PEC
	PEC
	 
	Policy
	 
	Brief
	 
	on
	 
	Public
	 
	procurement
	 – 
	key
	 
	for
	 
	addressing
	 
	modern
	 
	slavery
	 
	in
	 
	supply
	 
	chains
	?



	Nov-22 
	Nov-22 


	 
	 
	 
	Explainer
	Explainer
	: 
	Modern
	 
	slavery
	 
	clauses
	 
	in
	 
	Illegal
	 
	Migration
	 
	Bill



	Mar-23 
	Mar-23 


	 
	 
	 
	Survivor
	Survivor
	 
	support
	 
	Based
	 
	on
	 
	the
	 
	Modern
	 
	Slavery
	 
	PEC
	 
	funded
	 
	research
	 
	portfolio



	Nov-23 
	Nov-23 


	Legal
	Legal
	Legal
	Legal
	Legal
	 
	analysis
	 
	of
	 
	the
	 
	Rwanda
	 
	Treaty
	 
	and
	 
	the
	 
	Safety
	 
	of
	 
	Rwanda
	 
	Bill
	 



	Jan-24 
	Jan-24 


	PEC
	PEC
	PEC
	PEC
	PEC
	 
	Policy
	 
	Brief
	 
	on
	 
	Effectiveness
	 
	of
	 
	mandatory
	 
	Human
	 
	Rights
	 
	and
	 
	Environmental
	 
	Due
	 
	Diligence
	 
	legislation
	 



	Mar-24 
	Mar-24 


	 
	 
	 
	Briefing
	Briefing
	 
	on
	 
	Priorities
	 
	for
	 
	IASC
	 
	Strategic
	 
	Plan



	Apr-24 
	Apr-24 


	 
	 
	 
	Modern
	Modern
	 
	slavery
	 
	policy
	 
	in
	 
	the
	 
	UK
	: 
	priorities
	 
	for
	 
	the
	 
	UK
	 
	Government



	Oct-24 
	Oct-24 


	 
	 
	 
	Policy
	Policy
	 
	briefing
	 
	outlining
	 
	how
	 
	to
	 
	make
	 
	the
	 
	modern
	 
	slavery
	 
	measures
	 
	in
	 
	UK
	 
	Immigration
	 
	law
	 
	compatible
	 
	with
	 
	human
	 
	rights
	.



	Jan-25 
	Jan-25 


	 
	 
	 
	Policy
	Policy
	 
	briefing
	 
	on
	 
	the
	 
	effectiveness
	 
	of
	 
	forced
	 
	labour
	 
	import
	 
	bans
	 
	in
	 
	addressing
	 
	modern
	 
	slavery
	 
	in
	 
	global
	 
	supply
	 
	chains
	.



	Feb-25 
	Feb-25 


	 
	 
	 
	The
	The
	 
	creation
	 
	of
	 
	a
	 
	Child
	 
	Criminal
	 
	Exploitation
	 
	Criminal
	 
	Offence



	Jul-25 
	Jul-25 



	Project type 
	Project type 
	Project type 
	Project type 
	Project type 


	Title 
	Title 
	Title 


	Date of publication 
	Date of publication 



	Submissions and responses to calls for evidence 
	Submissions and responses to calls for evidence 
	Submissions and responses to calls for evidence 
	Submissions and responses to calls for evidence 
	 

	PEC
	PEC
	PEC
	PEC
	 
	submission
	 
	on
	 
	international
	 
	development
	 
	strategy
	 



	Sep-21 
	Sep-21 


	PEC
	PEC
	PEC
	PEC
	PEC
	 
	submission
	 
	to
	 
	JCHR
	 
	on
	 
	the
	 
	Nationality
	 
	and
	 
	Borders
	 
	Bill
	 



	Nov-21 
	Nov-21 


	 
	 
	 
	Submission
	Submission
	 
	to
	 
	UK
	 
	government
	 
	on
	 
	the
	 
	review
	 
	of
	 
	the
	 
	2014
	 
	modern
	 
	slavery
	 
	strategy



	Nov-21 
	Nov-21 


	 
	 
	 
	PEC
	PEC
	 
	submission
	 
	to
	 
	Labour
	 
	Market
	 
	Enforcement
	 
	Strategy
	 
	2023
	 
	to
	 
	2024
	: 
	call
	 
	for
	 
	evidence



	Jun-22 
	Jun-22 


	 
	 
	 
	Submission
	Submission
	 
	of
	 
	evidence
	 
	to
	 
	JCHR
	 
	human
	 
	rights
	 
	of
	 
	asylum
	 
	seekers
	 
	inquiry



	Dec-22 
	Dec-22 


	 
	 
	 
	Submission
	Submission
	 
	to
	 
	JCHR
	 
	Human
	 
	Rights
	 
	at
	 
	Work



	March-23 
	March-23 


	 
	 
	 
	Submission
	Submission
	 
	of
	 
	evidence
	 
	to
	 
	JCHR
	 
	on
	 
	Illegal
	 
	Migration
	 
	Bill



	Apr-23 
	Apr-23 


	 
	 
	 
	Scotland
	Scotland
	 
	Human
	 
	Trafficking
	 & 
	Exploitation
	 
	Strategy
	 
	Review
	 
	submission



	Apr-23 
	Apr-23 


	 
	 
	 
	Submission
	Submission
	 
	of
	 
	Evidence
	 
	to
	 
	the
	 
	Home
	 
	Affairs
	 
	Committee
	 
	Human
	 
	Trafficking
	 
	Inquiry



	Jun-23 
	Jun-23 


	FCDO
	FCDO
	FCDO
	FCDO
	FCDO
	 
	international
	 
	white
	 
	paper
	 



	Sep-23 
	Sep-23 


	Submission to the Senate Legal and Constitutional Affairs Legislation Committee: Inquiry into the Modern Slavery Amendment (Australian Anti-Slavery Commissioner) Bill 2023 
	Submission to the Senate Legal and Constitutional Affairs Legislation Committee: Inquiry into the Modern Slavery Amendment (Australian Anti-Slavery Commissioner) Bill 2023 
	Submission to the Senate Legal and Constitutional Affairs Legislation Committee: Inquiry into the Modern Slavery Amendment (Australian Anti-Slavery Commissioner) Bill 2023 

	Jan-24 
	Jan-24 


	Submission to the Independent Chief Inspector of UK Borders and Immigration in response to call for evidence for its inspection of the IECA 
	Submission to the Independent Chief Inspector of UK Borders and Immigration in response to call for evidence for its inspection of the IECA 
	Submission to the Independent Chief Inspector of UK Borders and Immigration in response to call for evidence for its inspection of the IECA 

	Feb-24 
	Feb-24 


	Submission of evidence to House of Lords Modern Slavery 2015 Committee 
	Submission of evidence to House of Lords Modern Slavery 2015 Committee 
	Submission of evidence to House of Lords Modern Slavery 2015 Committee 

	Mar-24 
	Mar-24 


	Submission to call for evidence for Labour Market Enforcement Strategy 2025 - 2026 
	Submission to call for evidence for Labour Market Enforcement Strategy 2025 - 2026 
	Submission to call for evidence for Labour Market Enforcement Strategy 2025 - 2026 

	Dec-24 
	Dec-24 


	Submission
	Submission
	Submission
	Submission
	Submission
	 
	to
	 
	Joint
	 
	Committee
	 
	on
	 
	Human
	 
	Rights
	 
	Inquiry
	 
	on
	 
	Forced
	 
	Labour
	 
	in
	 
	UK
	 
	Supply
	 
	Chains

	 


	Feb-25 
	Feb-25 


	Submission
	Submission
	Submission
	Submission
	Submission
	 
	to
	 
	the
	 
	Joint
	 
	Committee
	 
	on
	 
	Human
	 
	Rights
	’ 
	call
	 
	for
	 
	evidence
	 
	to
	 
	inform
	 
	its
	 
	legislative
	 
	scrutiny
	 
	of
	 
	the
	 
	Border
	 
	Security
	, 
	Asylum
	 
	and
	 
	Immigration
	 
	Bill

	 


	Apr-25 
	Apr-25 



	Project type 
	Project type 
	Project type 
	Project type 
	Project type 


	Title 
	Title 
	Title 


	Date of publication 
	Date of publication 



	 Open call: Links between modern slavery and wider laws + policies 
	 Open call: Links between modern slavery and wider laws + policies 
	 Open call: Links between modern slavery and wider laws + policies 
	 Open call: Links between modern slavery and wider laws + policies 
	 

	 
	 
	Prevention
	Prevention
	 
	of
	 
	Modern
	 
	Slavery
	 
	within
	 
	Sex
	 
	Work
	: 
	the
	 
	role
	 
	of
	 
	Adult
	 
	Services
	 
	Websites



	Oct-23 
	Oct-23 


	 
	 
	 
	Survivors
	Survivors
	 
	of
	 
	Modern
	 
	Slavery
	 
	in
	 
	Prisons
	: 
	The
	 
	Blind
	 
	Spot
	 
	of
	 
	the
	 
	UK
	 
	Anti
	-
	Slavery
	 
	Regime



	Nov-23 
	Nov-23 


	 
	 
	 
	UK
	UK
	 
	agriculture
	 
	and
	 
	care
	 
	visas
	: 
	worker
	 
	exploitation
	 
	and
	 
	obstacles
	 
	to
	 
	redress



	Mar-24 
	Mar-24 


	 
	 
	 
	Harnessing
	Harnessing
	 
	UK
	 
	trade
	 
	and
	 
	investment
	 
	to
	 
	address
	 
	Indo
	-
	Pacific
	 
	modern
	 
	slavery
	 
	risks



	May-24 
	May-24 


	 
	 
	 
	Trafficking
	Trafficking
	 
	and
	 
	exploitation
	 
	of
	 
	children
	 
	and
	 
	young
	 
	people
	 
	with
	 
	SEND
	 
	in
	 
	England
	 
	and
	 
	Wales
	.



	Jul-24 
	Jul-24 


	Open call: links between climate change and modern slavery
	Open call: links between climate change and modern slavery
	Open call: links between climate change and modern slavery

	 
	 
	Climate
	Climate
	 
	change
	 
	and
	 
	modern
	 
	slavery
	 
	in
	 
	public
	 
	procurement
	. 
	Intersecting
	 
	sustainabilities
	: 
	Protecting
	 
	both
	 
	people
	 
	and
	 
	planet
	 
	in
	 
	supply
	 
	chains



	Jan-24 
	Jan-24 


	 
	 
	 
	Integrating
	Integrating
	 
	policies
	 
	addressing
	 
	modern
	 
	slavery
	 
	and
	 
	climate
	 
	change



	Feb-24 
	Feb-24 


	 
	 
	 
	Uyghur
	Uyghur
	 
	forced
	 
	labour
	: 
	respecting
	 
	rights
	 
	in
	 
	renewable
	 
	energy



	Jan-24 
	Jan-24 


	Open call: Prevention 
	Open call: Prevention 
	Open call: Prevention 
	Open call: data science 

	 
	 
	Prevention
	Prevention
	 
	and
	 
	identification
	 
	of
	 
	children
	 
	and
	 
	young
	 
	adults
	 
	experiencing
	, 
	or
	 
	at
	 
	risk
	 
	of
	, 
	modern
	 
	slavery
	 
	in
	 
	the
	 
	UK
	 (
	desk
	- 
	based
	)



	Feb-24 
	Feb-24 


	 
	 
	 
	Report
	Report
	 
	on
	 
	cultural
	 
	influences
	 
	and
	 
	cultural
	 
	competency
	 
	in
	 
	the
	 
	prevention
	 
	and
	 
	protection
	 
	of
	 
	survivors
	 
	of
	 
	modern
	 
	slavery
	: 
	insights
	 
	from
	 
	the
	 
	UK
	 
	and
	 
	Albania



	Feb-24 
	Feb-24 


	 
	 
	 
	Uncovering
	Uncovering
	 
	the
	 
	Hidden
	 
	Dangers
	: 
	The
	 
	Risk
	 
	of
	 
	Human
	 
	Trafficking
	 
	for
	 
	Unaccompanied
	 
	Asylum
	-
	Seeking
	 
	and
	 
	Refugee
	 
	Children
	 
	in
	 
	Home
	 
	Office
	-
	Operated
	 
	Hotels
	 (
	Brighton
	 
	and
	 
	Hove
	)



	Jul-24 
	Jul-24 


	 
	 
	 
	Cultural
	Cultural
	 
	Competency
	 
	in
	 
	the
	 
	UK
	 
	response
	 
	to
	 
	modern
	 
	slavery



	Aug-24 
	Aug-24 


	 
	 
	 
	Improving
	Improving
	 
	early
	 
	identification
	 
	of
	 
	children
	 
	with
	 
	SEND
	 
	at
	 
	risk
	 
	of
	 
	modern
	 
	slavery



	Nov-24 
	Nov-24 


	 
	 
	 
	Ethical
	Ethical
	 
	AI
	 
	technology
	 
	to
	 
	improve
	 
	survivor
	 
	support
	 
	and
	 
	UK
	 
	policy



	Jul-24 
	Jul-24 


	PEC research fellowship 
	PEC research fellowship 
	PEC research fellowship 

	   
	   
	Assessing
	Assessing
	 
	the
	 
	impact
	 
	of
	 
	support
	 
	for
	 
	children
	 
	with
	 
	lived
	 
	experience
	 
	of

	 
	modern
	modern
	 
	slavery
	 
	in
	 
	the
	 
	UK



	Mar-24 
	Mar-24 



	Project type 
	Project type 
	Project type 
	Project type 
	Project type 


	Title 
	Title 
	Title 


	Date of publication 
	Date of publication 



	Commissioned Research 
	Commissioned Research 
	Commissioned Research 
	Commissioned Research 
	 

	 
	 
	Communicating
	Communicating
	 
	modern
	 
	slavery
	 
	in
	 
	the
	 
	UK



	Jul-24 
	Jul-24 


	 
	 
	 
	Legal
	Legal
	 
	analysis
	 
	of
	 
	Section
	 
	63
	 
	of
	 
	the
	 
	Nationality
	 
	and
	 
	Borders
	 
	Act



	Aug-24 
	Aug-24 


	Ethics
	Ethics
	Ethics
	Ethics
	Ethics
	 
	in
	 
	modern
	 
	slavery
	 
	research

	 


	Dec-24
	Dec-24


	 
	 
	 
	Identifying
	Identifying
	 
	Modern
	 
	Slavery
	 
	and
	 
	Human
	 
	Trafficking
	 
	in
	 
	the
	 
	Context
	 
	of
	 
	Child
	 
	Criminal
	 
	Exploitation
	 
	in
	 
	Northern
	 
	Ireland



	Jun-25 
	Jun-25 


	 
	 
	 
	More
	More
	 
	than
	 
	words
	: 
	how
	 
	definitions
	 
	impact
	 
	on
	 
	the
	 
	UK
	’
	s
	 
	response
	 
	to
	 
	child
	 
	trafficking



	Jul-25 
	Jul-25 


	Follow on funding for ethics in modern slavery research: Creating accessible guidance on ethics in modern slavery research 
	Follow on funding for ethics in modern slavery research: Creating accessible guidance on ethics in modern slavery research 
	Follow on funding for ethics in modern slavery research: Creating accessible guidance on ethics in modern slavery research 

	Dec-25 
	Dec-25 


	Modern Slavery PEC and IOM-UK collaboration on statistical analysis of National Referral Mechanism data - to produce three bespoke briefings 
	Modern Slavery PEC and IOM-UK collaboration on statistical analysis of National Referral Mechanism data - to produce three bespoke briefings 
	Modern Slavery PEC and IOM-UK collaboration on statistical analysis of National Referral Mechanism data - to produce three bespoke briefings 

	Nov-25 to Jan-26 
	Nov-25 to Jan-26 


	Improving
	Improving
	Improving
	Improving
	Improving
	 
	understanding
	 
	of
	 
	safehouses
	 
	models
	 
	in
	 
	the
	 
	UK
	 



	Expected January 2026 
	Expected January 2026 


	 
	 
	 
	Modern
	Modern
	 
	Slavery
	 
	Risks
	 
	in
	 
	the
	 
	UK
	 
	Construction
	 
	Sector
	 – 
	housebuilding



	Oct-25 
	Oct-25 


	 
	 
	 
	The
	The
	 
	intersection
	 
	of
	 
	modern
	 
	slavery
	 
	and
	 
	homelessness
	 
	in
	 
	the
	 
	UK



	Expected January 2026 
	Expected January 2026 


	Journal articles 
	Journal articles 
	Journal articles 

	 
	 
	Mind
	Mind
	 
	the
	 
	Gap
	(
	s
	)? 
	Evidence
	 
	and
	 
	UK
	 
	Policymaking
	 
	on
	 
	Human
	 
	Trafficking
	 
	and
	 
	Modern
	 
	Slavery



	Feb-24 
	Feb-24 


	Synthesis reviews 
	Synthesis reviews 
	Synthesis reviews 

	 
	 
	Synthesis
	Synthesis
	 
	of
	 
	Modern
	 
	Slavery
	 
	PEC
	-
	funded
	 
	projects
	 
	focused
	 
	on
	 
	adult
	 
	exploitation



	Nov-24 
	Nov-24 


	 
	 
	 
	Synthesis
	Synthesis
	 
	of
	 
	Modern
	 
	Slavery
	 
	PEC
	-
	funded
	 
	projects
	 
	focused
	 
	on
	 
	child
	 
	exploitation



	Dec-24 
	Dec-24 


	PEC Lived Experience Advisory Panel (LEAP)-led output 
	PEC Lived Experience Advisory Panel (LEAP)-led output 
	PEC Lived Experience Advisory Panel (LEAP)-led output 

	Survivor Payments Toolkit 
	Survivor Payments Toolkit 

	Expected 2026 
	Expected 2026 



	Project type 
	Project type 
	Project type 
	Project type 
	Project type 


	Title 
	Title 
	Title 


	Date of publication 
	Date of publication 



	Open call: Prevention Before/Early and Re-trafficking 
	Open call: Prevention Before/Early and Re-trafficking 
	Open call: Prevention Before/Early and Re-trafficking 
	Open call: Prevention Before/Early and Re-trafficking 

	 
	 
	Evaluating
	Evaluating
	 
	the
	 
	effectiveness
	 
	of
	 
	the
	 

	Employer Pays Principle


	Expected March 2026 
	Expected March 2026 


	 
	 
	 
	Evaluation
	Evaluation
	 
	of
	 
	the
	 
	Sophie
	 
	Hayes
	 
	Foundation
	 
	Employability
	 
	Programme



	 Expected March 2026 
	 Expected March 2026 


	Modern Slavery PEC Co-Investigator Programmes of Work 
	Modern Slavery PEC Co-Investigator Programmes of Work 
	Modern Slavery PEC Co-Investigator Programmes of Work 
	 

	University
	University
	University
	University
	 
	of
	 
	Hull
	 
	programme
	 
	of
	 
	work
	: 
	Barriers
	 
	to
	 
	prosecutions
	 
	and
	 
	convictions
	 
	under
	 
	the
	 
	Modern
	 
	Slavery
	 
	Act
	 
	2015



	May -25
	May -25


	University of Hull programme of work: Complex patterns of child exploitation
	University of Hull programme of work: Complex patterns of child exploitation
	University of Hull programme of work: Complex patterns of child exploitation

	Expected December 2025
	Expected December 2025


	Bingham Centre programme of work: Modern slavery in business supply chains 
	Bingham Centre programme of work: Modern slavery in business supply chains 
	Bingham Centre programme of work: Modern slavery in business supply chains 

	Multiple outputs expected to March 2026 
	Multiple outputs expected to March 2026 


	Bonavero Institute, University of Oxford programme of work: Labour exploitation in international and UK law 
	Bonavero Institute, University of Oxford programme of work: Labour exploitation in international and UK law 
	Bonavero Institute, University of Oxford programme of work: Labour exploitation in international and UK law 

	Multiple outputs expected to March 2026 
	Multiple outputs expected to March 2026 


	University of Hull programme of work: legal enforcement of modern slavery
	University of Hull programme of work: legal enforcement of modern slavery
	University of Hull programme of work: legal enforcement of modern slavery

	Multiple outputs expected to March 2026 
	Multiple outputs expected to March 2026 


	University of Liverpool programme of work: prevention, ethics and international development
	University of Liverpool programme of work: prevention, ethics and international development
	University of Liverpool programme of work: prevention, ethics and international development

	Multiple outputs expected to March 2026
	Multiple outputs expected to March 2026
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