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“... the London practice is probably a really good way of having 
safeguarding because there’s always consistency in the decision 

making.” (Prosecuting Barrister 1) 

 

  

“I don’t think the s45 defence captures the nuance of the level of 
pressure and control that people are under, or that you don’t have to be 

that vulnerable to yield to that sort of pressure. And that ultimately 
yielding to that pressure is something which might be done, very, very 



 

pragmatically. ...  Are you [for example] in a position where you don’t 
know if you’re kind of truly alone, if you’ve been moved into a house, 

how do you know that they haven’t got recording devices, how do you 
know that they’re not watching you, how do you know they won’t find 

out?” (Police Officer 1) 
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6.1 Systemic and Safeguarding Failures 
 



 

“... if I present to a judge, I know that it’s somebody who has to have 
done that piece of training and will have read that new legislation and 
will be aware of that and understands risk and won’t be persuaded by 

someone charming, like a prosecutor or a solicitor who can perhaps be 
more charming in court than me. 

When I’m trying to talk about managing a child’s risk in the community, 
they understand what I mean and don’t get frightened by behaviour. So 
yeah, so it’s not that I’m down on magistrates but I just feel sometimes 
children’s lives are in the hands of a lottery sometimes. Whereas, and 
I’m not saying all judges are great, some can be quite scary but with all 
the child first principles and stuff, they are having to do that and learn 
that whereas magistrates, I don’t know if they have to do that.” (Youth 

Practitioner 1) 
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restrictions 



 



 

Appellate authority → prosecutorial interpretation → investigative and 
evidential practice → cases presented at trial → further appellate 

authority
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